
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Chinook 
GPNW Your Invitation Awaits: 

LET’S RISK SOMETHING NEW! 
By Sean Langdon 
GPNW MC Invitation Support Minister 

Winter/Spring 2020 

“Community of Christ,” your name, given as a divine 

blessing, is your identity and calling. If you will discern 

and embrace its full meaning, you will not only discover 

your future, you will become a blessing to the whole 

creation. Do not be afraid to go where it beckons you to 

go.” Doctrine & Covenants 163:1 
 

We are on a journey in Community of Christ. A journey 

of discovery. A journey that is constantly inviting us to 

re-examine who we are and where we are being called to 

go. For far too long we have relied on current, well-

known, assumedly “safe” structures and ways of being 

in Christian community to define how we are supposed 

to gather as a people. But an invitation is before you! An 

invitation to risk something new! To risk fresh and 

relevant ministries within the context of our 

congregational structures. To risk and form new 

communities of Christian expression in the common 

spaces found in our local neighborhoods.  

“Christianity did not begin with a confession. It began 

with an invitation into friendship, into creating a new 

community, into forming relationships based on love and 

service.”  
Diana Butler Bass, Christianity After Religion: The End of 

Church and the Birth of a New Spiritual Awakening 

 

At Mission Center Conference this past fall, we launched 

our vision for New Expressions of Community. In New 

Expressions, we explore the rhythm of God’s love in 

relational-based ministry that is beyond the norms and 

walls of congregational life. These expressions of 

community show up in living rooms, coffee shops, street 

corners, city parks, online, retreats, and so on. They may 

be focused on a specific population or open to anyone. It 

is living out and sharing Christian principles in the public 

and private spaces of our lives. It is breaking bread. It is 

sharing life. It is experimenting in ways that allow for 

people who have left religion, are in a place of transition 

and not sure of what’s next for them, or who never knew 

it in the first place, to have entry points… (cont. pg 2) 

  

Reflections on a Redwood Forest 

By Kim Naten 
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“Courage to Risk” 
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(cont. pg 1) …for sacred, 

communal living. It is being open 

to the ways in which God is 

inviting us to join God and others 

in our communities. A New 

Expression of Community isn’t 

one that provides for life’s basic 

needs such as food banks, shelter 

minister, and so on. Those are 

important, missional endeavors for 

a congregation or a group to 

engage in, if they sense that the 

Holy Spirit is inviting them to do 

that work, but they aren’t what we 

are talking about with New 

Expressions. What New 

Expressions is, is ministry that is 

centered specifically on spiritually 

formed relationships with others 

and God in community. That’s it. 

You have now been hearing us for 

years say that relationships are 

what we are to be about. New 

Expressions is a way for us to 

explore that call.  
 

“They reminded me that 

Christianity isn’t meant to simply 

be believed; it’s meant to be lived, 

shared, eaten, spoken, and enacted 

in the presence of other people. 

They reminded me that, try as I 

may, I can’t be a Christian on my 

own. I need a community. I need 

the church.” 

― Rachel Held Evans, Searching 

for Sunday: Loving, Leaving, and 

Finding the Church 
 

As our mission center leadership 

have explored New Expressions  

of Community, we have heard 

voices of excitement and great 

hope. We have also heard voices 

of concern that this means we will 

reduce or stop supporting local 

congregations. Please hear this, 

this is not the case. Congregations 

are still a powerful and important 

way to experience Christian 

community. We have also heard 

voices of indifference from those 

who do not see this as being a 

ministry for them since they focus 

their discipleship heavily in 

congregational life. We totally get 

that new Expressions won’t be for 

everyone. In fact, they are 

beginning because congregational 

expressions of ministry aren’t for 

everyone either. So, as I was 

reflecting on our Mission Center 

Conference experience, I sensed a 

need to provide a focus for new 

ministry in congregational life as 

well. A focus to help shape our 

path forward as we explore 

Christian community within the 

context of congregational life. 

Shortly thereafter I was visiting 

with one of our world church 

leaders about this and he offered 

the term “Fresh Expressions”. It is 

a term that he has begun using as 

well. So that while New 

Expressions invite us to explore 

Christian community outside of 

congregational life, Fresh 

Expressions encourage a new way 

of looking at ministry within 

congregational life.  
 

With Fresh Expressions of 

Ministry, we experiment with 

worship, outreach, social, and 

witness ministries in the life of our 

congregations. So how can you 

explore fresh expressions of 

ministry in your congregation? In 

what ways can your congregation 

risk by giving yourselves 

permission to step out of the box 

and try something that might be 

radically new but incredibly 

welcoming to someone searching 

for a congregation in your 

community? 

 

"Our journey into the future will 

continue through more 

congregations becoming willing to 

transform in response to new 

opportunities. It also will occur 

through starting new expressions 

of the church to model what we are 

talking about." – Steve Veazey, "A 

Time to Act!"  
 

The invitation is before us. We can 

turn it down. We can keep moving 

on doing what we always do. 

Though, let’s be completely 

honest with ourselves, that hasn’t 

really been working for us either, 

has it? So… maybe… just 

maybe… we can leap into the 

unknown. Even baby steps into the 

unfamiliar. For moving forward, 

quickly or slowly, is still a step in 

the right direction. Whether our 

calling is focused in 

congregational life, being 

discovered in the other spaces of 

your community, or a blending of 

both, let’s move forward. Let’s 

collectively support each other in 

the varied ways we respond to 

God’s invitation. Let’s risk 

something new as New 

Expressions of Community are 

created, and Fresh Expressions of 

Ministry are explored! You have 

received your invitation. Will you 

accept? 

 
 

To further explore  

Fresh Expressions of Ministry or 

New Expressions of Community, 

please contact Sean Langdon 

(slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 

425-293-6366) or another 

member of the Mission Center 

Leadership Team. 
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I am gazing at the old, hollowed 

out trunk, bracketed between 2 

strong, tall, established redwoods 

towering overhead... 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

At the base of each of the 2 

redwoods are saplings, new life, 

new growth of varying types and 

sizes: cedar, ivy, fern ... there is no 

way to know which ones will 

thrive, which will survive, which 

will struggle and which will die. 

But each little life reaches for the 

sun. 
 

“Be mindful of the changing of 

life’s seasons, of the passage from 

the springtime of childhood and 

youth to the winter years of life. 

Embrace the blessing of your 

many differences. Be tender and 

caring. Be reminded once again 

that the gifts of all are necessary 

in order that divine purposes may 

be accomplished.”    

Doctrine & Covenants 161:4b 
 

This enormous trunk, hollow and 

seemingly dead, is now held 

lovingly between the 2 strong 

trees, and yet new life, bright green 

moss, is clinging to and growing 

on the outside. It is clear that this 

old, old tree birthed these 2 strong 

redwoods on either side, provided 

the foundation and the 

nourishment for them to grow and 

thrive. This Mother Tree provides 

the base and foundation not only 

for these strong established trees 

on either side, but also for the new 

life springing forth at its base, 

from its very roots. 
 

“Be respectful of tradition. Do not 

fail to listen attentively to the 

telling of the sacred story, for the 

story of scripture and of faith 

empowers and illuminates. But 

neither be captive to time-bound 

formulas and procedures.  

Remember that instruction given 

in former years is applicable in 

principle and must be measured 

against the needs of a growing 

church, in accordance with the 

prayerful direction of the spiritual 

authorities and the consent of the 

people.” 

Doctrine & Covenants 161:5 
 

And now these 2 strong trees stand 

on either side of the mother tree, 

lovingly holding it, becoming the 

foundation upon which it rests and 

clings, even as they have grown 

tall and strong, toward the 

sunlight. But as I gaze up, I see that 

even the branches and needles on 

these strong trees are thinning, dry 

needles falling to the ground and 

creating a soft carpet beneath my 

feet. There is life still evident here, 

but also the realization that one 

day, these powerful symbols of life 

and strength will also wither, die, 

become hollow trunks giving new 

life to those seedlings and saplings 

at their base.   
 

“Again you are reminded that this 

community was divinely called 

into being. The spirit of the 

Restoration is not locked in one 

moment of time, but is instead the 

call to every generation to witness 

to essential truths in its own 

language and form. 

Let the Spirit breathe.” 

Doctrine & Covenants 162:2e 
 

All can co-exist, can support and 

sustain one another. It is not a 

competition, but symbiotic 

relationship: holding, birthing, 

nurturing, respecting, and making 

space for one another. Each being 

fed by the same sun, the same soil, 

the same living water from above, 

but each also growing into and 

existing in its own unique self, its 

own expression of God’s 

mystery...  

God’s love...   

God’s imagination...  

in solitude AND in solidarity, 

exemplifying both their 

uniqueness and their membership 

within community. 
   

“Continue your journey, O people 

of the Restoration.  You have been 

blessed thus far but there is so 

much yet to see, so much yet to 

do.  Go forth with confidence and 

live prophetically as a people who 

have been loved, and who now 

courageously choose to love 

others in the name of the One you 

serve.  Amen.” 

Doctrine & Covenants 162:8c 
 

 A long journey in the same 

direction. . .  
 

“The challenges and 

opportunities are momentous.  

Will you remain hesitant in the 

shadows of your fears, 

insecurities, and competing 

loyalties? Or will you move 

forward in the light of your 

divinely instilled call and vision?” 

Doctrine & Covenants 164:9e 
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In my last Chinook article, I 

introduced myself and gave you a 

report of 2019 World Conference 

actions and information. Now, 

however, I have been the GPNW’s 

MCFO for a whole year; and I can 

say it has been great meeting you 

all. I managed to attend at least a 

few days of all the 2019 Reunions, 

and I am now able to say I have 

visited all of the Oregon 

congregations and am scheduled 

to visit (or have visited) about half 

of the Washington congregations. 

Alaska visiting probably won’t 

happen for a while yet, but I do 

look forward to that visit to see 

many of my old friends in the great 

white north. With one nearly-full 

fiscal year under my belt I can also 

say I know a lot more about what 

it means to be MCFO, and I know 

how appreciative I should be to all 

of you. I appreciate working for 

the church in a capacity that 

protects it from the world and 

makes it possible for us to do 

mission. I appreciate my CFOs; we 

do a lot of problem solving 

together. I appreciate Bill 

McFarlin and Steve Pomeroy for 

all they taught me in the past year. 

And I love my job. 
 

But now I want to turn your 

attention to January 1, 2024. It is 

an important date in the financial 

life of the church, and I want you 

to mark it on your calendars. That 

is the date when the Bridge of 

Hope needs to be fully funded in 

order for the World Church to 

meet its retirement funding  

 

 

obligations. Yes, it is four years 

away, but given what I’m going 

to say below I think you will 

agree with me that it is wise to 

begin this discussion now rather 

than first waiting a year or two. 

Over the past year the Presiding 

Bishopric has been wrestling with 

how to communicate this great 

need in a way that makes sense to 

our members. They realize the 

multi-million-dollar need 

expressed by the Bridge of Hope 

may be difficult for the church to 

grasp. It has caused some to panic 

and made others believe it is an 

impossible amount. Both of those 

reactions, however, may be both 

unwarranted and unproductive. 

Therefore, the Bishopric has 

broken down the goal of the 

Bridge of Hope fund and set 

“mission field targets.” Each 

Mission Center in the church has 

been assigned a target dollar 

amount in order to share equitably 

in the field target in order to fully 

fund the Bridge of Hope. Further, 

each target number is supposed to 

be just that... a target. Some 

mission centers may meet and 

exceed their target while others 

will fall short. And it’s important 

to note that they are all parts of the 

entire goal. Only when the entire 

goal has been met and the Bridge 

of Hope is built will our efforts be 

abated. 
 

The GPNW’s target for the entire 

Bridge of Hope Goal is $3million. 

That number was reached by our 

Field Apostle, Ron Harmon, in 

consultation with the Presiding 

Bishopric as a fair representation 

of what the GPNW can afford 

compared with the rest of the 

world’s mission centers. Some  

 

 

mission centers have higher 

targets; some have lower targets. 
 

Three million dollars is a large 

amount any way you look at it. 

There is good news, however. As a 

result of recent building sales and 

gifts, our Mission Center has 

already given $400,000 toward the 

Bridge of Hope target in qualified 

gifts. 
 

The remaining question is “How 

do we close the gap?” What 

strategy should we take in order to 

help the church reach its goal? 

Below I have a suggestion and a 

story that could help. Neither of 

them will be easy to read, and I beg 

your compassion as I lay out some 

tough options. 
 

The first is a suggestion. When 

pooled together, AIP holdings in 

GPNW total a little over $10M. I 

know many jurisdictions 

(congregations, campgrounds, and 

the Mission Center) count on that 

money for income in order to keep 

their mission rolling. Some 

jurisdictions (like GPNW) count 

on that income to employ people. 

But I also know that much of the 

money that has been saved in AIP 

funds does not have a 

corresponding vision for use. I 

might suggest that congregations 

who have those savings without a 

corresponding vision consider 

gifts to the Bridge of Hope. 
 

The second is a story. In Bountiful 

Mission Center, there were 

recently three congregations in 

close proximity who decided to 

merge after reading the same book 

together. It’s important to note, 

however, that the decision   

 

 

 

 

Targets and Goals 

By Donald Welch 
GPNW MC Financial Officer 
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Further Reading these three congregations made 

came from within those three 

congregations. Because they 

decided to merge themselves, 

they transformed into one 

healthy and vital congregation 

with more members and more 

resources. I’m confident that this 

merger succeeded because it 

came from within. Instead of 

being told to merge, they 

discerned they could best live the 

mission of Jesus Christ together, 

and they did it. They decided that 

mission was more important than 

congregational identity, and they 

sold 2/3 of their real estate. They 

kept some of the money within 

the newly formed congregation, 

but made a large donation to the 

Bridge of Hope. 
 

These are hard decisions, and I 

think I can speak for our entire  

leadership team that we are not 

here to make them for you. We 

can assist, and would welcome 

the chance to help facilitate any 

congregation or campground’s 

decision-making processes. 

Creative solutions are welcomed, 

and we are standing by. 
 

Until any decisions are made, 

keep paying your tithing. The 

world church wants you to know 

that a part of its annual budget is 

earmarked to pay down the 

Bridge of Hope also, and that 

falling short on the annual budget 

makes Bridge of Hope success 

that much more difficult. So even 

if you can’t make an 

extraordinary gift, your regular 

tithing is still essential to the 

ongoing mission of the 

Community of Christ. 
 

May God stimulate our 

discussions and soften our hearts 

with one another. 

Beyond Resistance: The 

Institutional Church Meets the 

Postmodern World, by John 

Dornhauer. Exploration Press: 

Chicago, IL, 2015. 

 

Donald’s Recommendation:  

The book read by the three 

congregations in Bountiful 

Mission Center was Beyond 

Resistance. It has been 

recommended by Apostle Ron 

Harmon for many years. The 

book’s primary topic is the 

contracting Christian church 

and how real estate in many 

cases keeps us from doing the 

mission of Christ. 

 

 

Caravan Auction – Plan now to attend! 
 

Our GPNW Youth Venture for Christ Caravan will soon be hosting two dinner-auction 

fundraisers for this year’s trip to British Columbia. All are invited to attend the one closest to you 

for a fun evening of food and fellowship as we raise money for this life transforming Sr. High 

Youth ministry.  
 

Southern Auction: Saturday, March 7 

Eugene Community of Christ (1485 Gilham Road, Eugene OR 97401) 
 

Northern Auction: Saturday, May 16 

Renton Community of Christ (701 Monroe Avenue NE, Renton WA 98056) 
 

Doors for both auctions will open at 4:30 pm, with dinner at 5:00 pm and the auction to follow. 

Dinner is a suggested donation of $10 each. A table for 8 can be reserved for $80, if paid in 

advance.  
 

Caravan also welcomes donations of items or experiences for the auctions as well.  
 

Contact Troy & Jody Barnhart (caravan@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 541-747-6728) with any questions, 

to donate an item or experience, or to reserve a table! Individual RSVP’s aren’t required but 

appreciated. 
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Our annual Conference for the Greater Pacific Northwest USA Mission 

Center was held Saturday, Nov. 2nd and Sunday, Nov. 3rd, in Portland, 

Oregon.  155 delegates and alternates, representing 32 congregations and 

small groups, as well as many more non-delegate members and friends 

were in attendance.  Our theme for the weekend was “Courage to Risk”.  

The overall Conference theme, as well as the various themes for each 

service and business session, were based on our Mission Prayer.   Our 

guest ministers for the weekend were President of Seventy Larry McGuire 

and Field Support Minister Richard Betts. 
 

Discover Where the Spirit Will Lead Us  

Our opening worship focused our thoughts on discovering and being open 

to where the Spirit might lead us as we move into the coming year.  Dee 

Robino and Gary Farnsworth co-presided and led the congregation 

through a joyful service of praise, song, and even sharing of apples.  Kim 

Naten challenged the congregation to be open to the leading of the Holy 

Spirit, even when it leads us out of our comfortable places and lives, even 

when it leads us into the unknown, uncertain future.    
 

Become Fully Awake 

As we moved into our Delegate Orientation session, the 2020 budget was 

presented along with the Mission Center Financial Officer’s Report and 

other financial reports. Additionally, Field Support Minister Richard Betts 

gave a presentation on the Bridge of Hope (the World Church retirement 

obligation) and the church’s strategies for meeting this obligation.  Two 

resolutions were presented for consideration and discussion.  The first 

resolution proposed the establishment of a “New Expressions” fund in the 

amount of $25,000 to provide financial assistance to groups and 

individuals desiring to explore new expressions of community.  These 

funds represent approximately 25% of the net proceeds from the sale of 

the Ellensburg property.  The second resolution was regarding tithing of 

10% of the net proceeds from the sale of the Bellevue property.  (All 

reports and financial documents are available at http://www.cofchrist-

gpnw.org/conference.html.)  Delegates had an opportunity to review the 

proposed budget, ask questions, and request clarification on the materials 

presented. 
 

Be Ready to Respond  

Following the lunch break, the Conference gathered for the afternoon 

Business Session.  Highlights of this session included: 

• Mission Center President’s Report 

• Recognition of new as well as outgoing Mission Center employees,  

self-sustaining staff and volunteers; we officially welcomed Donald 

Welch (hired last January) and Ashley Whitham (hired in September) 

to the Mission Center Leadership Team. 

• Sustaining of Mission Center officers, Council, & Youth Camping 

Team. 

• The 2019 Operating Budget for the Mission Center was approved. 

GPNW Mission Center 2019 Conference 

Highlights: COURAGE TO RISK 
By Kim Naten 
GPNW MC President 

GPNW USA Mission Center President Kim Naten 

GPNW USA Mission Center Conference 

President of Seventy Larry McGuire 

Field Support Minister Richard Betts 

Page 6 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Risk Something New   

We risked doing something new and different this year, and broke the traditional business meeting up by having 

a panel presentation on New Expressions – a time set aside to share what our vision of Christian “community” 

can look like if we are willing to let ourselves think outside the framework and structure of traditional worship 

and congregational life.  Larry McGuire, Gary Farnsworth, Sean Langdon and Kim Naten each shared personal 

interpretations of what “New Expressions” is and how this might be experienced here in the GPNW Mission 

Center. 
 

Become a Blessing 

During ‘part 2’ of our Business Session,  

• The resolution to establish a fund known as “New Expressions Fund” was approved; 

• The resolution to authorize tithing of 10% of the net proceeds from the sale of the Bellevue property  

was approved;  

• Three World Church priesthood calls were presented to the Conference for sustaining: 

 To the office of Bishop: Carrie Welch, Salem Congregation 

 To the office of Seventy:  Fran Smith, East Wenatchee Congregation, and Dar Hudlow, Salem  

Congregation.  

Testimonies and affirmations of support for each candidate were given by numerous people, and each  

call was unanimously sustained 
 

Risk Something New: Going Deeper 

An evening session was held for those interested in learning more about New Expressions.  Following the 

dinner break, approximately 30 people came back to the church to share ideas, ask questions and explore the 

possibilities and challenges of current/traditional worship formats as well as those formats outside the 

framework and structure of traditional congregational worship.  Larry McGuire and Sean Langdon facilitated 

the discussion. 
 

Grant Us Courage  

Sunday morning, approximately 100 Pastors and Mission Center Staff (which includes support ministers and 

Council) attended a breakfast at The Grotto highlighting opportunities and efforts to expand our missional 

impact, both in our congregations and our communities.  Larry McGuire shared a message about the “blessings 

of potholes” and other joys of ministry; Richard Betts shared on the “generosity of receiving.”  Also sharing 

stories and messages of courage were Barbara Crask, pastor of Mossyrock, Daniel Rose, Assistant Pastor (and 

Interim Lead Pastor) of Portland, Sean Langdon, Donald Welch, Kim Naten, and Ashley Whitham.  
 

Take Courage to Risk  

Following an inspirational message on our theme from  

Larry McGuire on Sunday morning, Dar Hudlow and  

Fran Smith were both ordained to the office of Seventy.  

Our worship continued with the Communion service  

during which Richard Betts shared a powerful message  

of invitation and inclusion.   
 

Our Conference theme was “Courage to Risk.” Our  

Mission Prayer, whether spoken or sung, has become a  

familiar part of our varied worship experiences and  

even our identity. We speak, sing, and pray these  

words, often by heart, because they reflect our desire  

as a faith community to be open and responsive to  

God’s guidance and direction, wherever it may lead. This prayer provides the framework for exploration: How 

is it calling and challenging us to see through new eyes, hear through new ears, and embody our understanding 

of Christ’s Mission? Are we ready, willing, and courageous enough to risk something new? 
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Life Events 

Baby Blessings 7 
• Orrin Bullock – Salem 

• Anthony Contreras – 

Southridge 

• Anthony Mortland, Jr. 

• Parker Perales – Auburn  

• Carlo Ponte – Rainier Valley 

• Evie & Elliana Ruiz – 

Crystal Springs 

Baptisms 

Confirmations 

Ordinations 

18 

16 

6 
• Dar Hudlow to Seventy 

• Sharon Kliegl to Elder 

• Robert Lipp to Priest 

• Debbie Noel to Teacher 

• Fran Smith to Seventy 

• Katie Young to Priest 

 

 
 

• Cathy Boyer to  

Evangelist Emeritus 

Emeritus Granted 

Alayna Johnson baptized and 

confirmed at Auburn 

congregation Sept 15, 2019.  

Baptized by Priest Dan 

Ellwanger. Confirmed (right) 

by Elder Sandy Johnsen and 

Elder Diane Akers. 

Anthony Robert Contreras was blessed (above) at the 

Southridge congregation on Sept 20, 2019 by Great Grandpa 

High Priest Lowell Groat and Grandpa Elder Dennis Groat. 

Sharon Kliegl ordained 

(left) to the office of 

Elder on Jan 26, 2020 

at the Woodland Park 

Congregation by High 

Priest David Harrison 

and Evangelists Mark 

Murphy and Joanie 

Smith. 
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Like many others, I read President Veazey’s 

“Metamorphosis” article with trepidation. The writing 

has been on the wall for some time now. The church is 

in a rough financial place where all of the fat has been 

cut, and yet still more cuts must be made. Our 

population is aging and the younger generation 

approaches “church” a bit differently than generations 

of the past. There is no denying that we must face a 

future that is quite different from the last several 

decades. While I understand others’ responses when 

they say the article is depressing, sobering, and 

disheartening, I wonder if I was wrong to find it to also 

to be hopeful and freeing. The analogy of the 

metamorphosis process of going from a heavy, 

earthbound caterpillar to a fragile, floating butterfly 

was not lost on me. I secretly embrace it. Being freed 

from the burden of tradition, and “how we have always 

done it”, opens us up to all kinds of possibilities. It’s 

kind of like taking off on an unplanned road trip. 

There’s a sense of excitement, sprinkled with a bit of 

fear, to see where this new direction takes us. 
 

As a Mission Center Council representative, I’ve seen 

what can happen to churches when declining 

attendance, aging population, and financial restraints 

start taking effect. We’ve closed too many churches in 

the last several years, and while the sale of those 

buildings has boosted the financial holdings of the 

Mission Center, it sure comes at a cost: lost ministry, 

lost mission, lost opportunities to take the gospel of 

Jesus to those who need to hear it.  
 

I’ve visited congregations that feel more like a Baby 

Boomer’s class reunion than a family gathering. 

Children are few and far between and 20-30 

somethings are rare and precious. This isn’t to 

discount our senior citizens who tirelessly donate their 

time and expertise and tithe regularly. We wish that so 

much of the financial and leadership burden didn’t fall 

on them, but they’re needed now more than ever 

before if we’re to carry on as we have in the past and 

“keep the doors open.” 
 

Being on the Cowlitz Valley pastor team is both a 

burden and a joy, but I must confess that the thought, 

“I don’t want to be at the helm when the ship goes 

down,” didn’t occur to me when I accepted the role.  

My Response to “Metamorphosis” by Steve Veazey 

By Brenda Sargent 
Mission Center Council Member I sure don’t want the direct descendant of some of the 

people who were so instrumental in building the 

church in the 50’s to be responsible for putting it up 

for sale and abandoning it to strangers. As my daughter 

would say, “The struggle is real.”  
 

But maybe, I can embrace President Veazey’s analogy 

of the “Metamorphosis” and apply it to my own 

situation. I might even see that, if and when the time 

comes to put up that “for sale” sign, instead of being 

part of the team who was at the helm when the ship 

went down we could be the ones who found a smaller, 

more maneuverable boat to take us on our communal 

journey. Maybe it will be a vessel that could go more 

places and doesn’t require such a large crew. Maybe 

I’m part of the leadership team who assists our 

congregation, carefully helping them to disembark 

from the larger, leaky ship and instead settle into a 

smaller, sleeker craft.  Maybe it could even be a 

beautiful sailboat that will harness the wind of the 

Holy Spirit that will take our people to the places they 

need to go. 

 

Change is coming. Over the next year, you will notice 

things change in how the Mission Center 

communicates with the entire membership. That 

happens when there’s a change in personnel. I know 

the Communications Director before me was 

amazingly skilled, and I’ve quickly learned that I 

cannot do the job in the same way she did. This year, 

you will see a new logo to represent our Mission 

Center, a new design and layout to the website. There 

might even be changes to the weekly newsbriefs. But 

perhaps the change that will affect the most people is 

that this edition of the Chinook is the final one. When 

we update the website, the blog will become the new 

Chinook. For those members in the Mission Center 

who rely on the mailed Chinook for news and 

information, we will make an effort to continue to send 

you printed material. But this is no longer the best way 

to serve the entire body of the Mission Center. 

Treasure this Chinook, and those issues that came 

before. Thank you for your understanding. 

The Last Chinook 

By Ashley Whitham 
GPNW MC Communications Director 
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Reunion Schedule 2020 

Family Reunion @Samish 
July 5 thru 11 

 

Guest Minister: Larry McGuire 

MC Staff Guest: Sean Langdon 

 

Director Team: Jannette Harrison, Diane 

Smith, Erin McClaskey, Chelsie Sowers, 

Andrea Harrison, Deborah Towner 

Family Reunion @Lewis River 
June 28 thru July 3 

 

Guest Minister: Larry McGuire 

MC Staff Guest: Donald Welch 

 

Director: Janelle Jegglie 

Adult Reunion @Samish 
August 15 thru 20 

 

Guest Ministers: Muna & Apostle Mareva 

Arnaud 

MC Staff Guest: Ashley Whitham 

 

Director Team: Susan Oxley, Tom & 

Susan Webber, Mary Richardson 

Family Reunion @Remote 
August 1 thru 7 

 

Guest Minister: Shandra Newcom 

MC Staff Guest: Kim Naten 

 

Director: Katie O’Keefe-Knobel 
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Youth Camps 2020 

Elementary School-Age Camps 
July 26-29 @Remote Campground 

July 28-Aug 1 @Lewis River Campground 

Aug 9-13 @Samish Island Campground 

Junior High Camps 
July 12-18 @Remote Campground 

July 19-25 @Samish Island Campground 

Aug 2-7 @Lewis River Campground 

Senior High Camps 
July 5-11 @Remote Campground 

Aug 3-8 @Samish Island Campground 
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RELEASING SHAME  
By Sean Langdon 
GPNW MC Invitation Support Minister & Young Adult Ministries Team Lead 

In early 2019, a small group of Community of Christ 

members attended Nadia Bolz-Weber’s “The Shameless 

Tour” in Portland, Oregon. Nadia was traveling the 

country to promote her book, “Shameless: A Sexual 

Reformation”. In this book, Nadia explores the themes 

of sex, faith, and identity. She addresses the harmful 

ways that sexual ethics has been lived out in Christianity 

with an underlying foundation of shame. To say we were 

inspired that night would be an understatement.  
 

Inspired by attending “The Shameless Tour” and reading 

her book, we experienced a nudge to invite others to 

explore this topic here locally in Community of Christ. 

And trust me, I get it. It’s super uncomfortable. You see, 

we don’t always do a good job talking about sexual 

ethics within our religious experience. In many ways, we 

just avoid it all together in Community of Christ. The 

reality for many though, is that this feeds the issue as 

well. I’m certainly no expert but as a bisexual male, I 

know what it’s like to experience shame in Christian 

community. So, we sense the nudge and out of that 

comes the idea for a young adult retreat experience. 

  

This past October, young adults gathered for a retreat 

focused on the theme of “Releasing Shame: Sex, Faith, 

and Identity”. Using Nadia Bolz-Weber’s book, those 

gathered discussed the influence that religion has had on 

sexual ethics within our personal lives and our culture. 

We explored how often times, these ethics have 

emboldened patriarchy and therefore marginalized 

women, the LGBTQIA+ community, and so on while 

setting up unrealistic and harmful expectations for men 

too. After a day of sharing in deep exploration of this 

difficult but engaging topic, we experienced a fireside 

worship.  We brought with us written statements of 

shame that we were ready to release and at the edge of 

the fire, we burned those statements of shame. We then 

shared modern-day beatitudes for those who need to 

understand God’s love for them.  
 

As we explored the tough questions, we experienced 

community. Community born from a spirit of 

vulnerability and trust through the sharing of story and 

perspective. For me, it is the way that authentic Christian 

community is meant to be lived out. 

  

A Young Adult 
Retreat Experience 

Save the Date for Future 2020 Young Adult Retreats: 

• May 22-25: Spring Retreat at Camp Remote over Memorial Day Weekend 

• August 21-23: Campout at Kim & Rick Naten’s House w/Guest Minister Apostle Ron Harmon 

Spectacular 2020: July 15-25 
 

Spectacular (“SPEC”) is an arts, sports, worship, and 

leadership camp sponsored by Community of Christ for 

senior high youth currently in grades 9-12. The 

Northwest Delegation gathers in Independence, 

Missouri, for a three-day retreat before heading to 

Graceland University in Lamoni, Iowa for a week at 

SPEC. The GPNW MC delegation fee for 2020 is 

$780US per camper. (This fee includes airfare, 

transportation, delegation shirts, most food, lodging, 

etc).  
 

For more information, contact Northwest Delegation 

leadership team members Kelly Mongrain (253-569-

1510) and Sean Langdon (425-293-6366) at 

northwestspec@cofchrist-gpnw.org. Like us on 

Facebook at @NorthwestSPEC to receive updates! 

NW SPEC Delegation 

Terry Read Financial Assistance Fund 
 

The SPEC Northwest Delegation leadership team 

invites supporters of Spectacular to donate to the NW 

SPEC Terry Read Financial Assistance Fund. This fund 

helps provide financial support for campers and staff 

who cannot financially afford the entire fee to attend 

SPEC. To donate, please mail a check payable to 

“Community of Christ” to: Sean Langdon, Attn: NW 

SPEC, 844 Mill Street #17, Springfield, OR 97477.  
 

If you have questions, please contact:  

Sean Langdon  

northwestspec@cofchrist-gpnw.org 

(425) 293-6366 
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To those in the Greater Pacific 

Northwest USA Mission Center who 

I have not met yet: I am Ashley, the 

new Discipleship Formation and 

Communication Ministries Director.  
 

As a brief introduction, I love things 

like Mission Plans, meetings, 

workshops, small group discussions, 

worship planning, and exegesis.  
 

I am a huge fan of the Mission 

Initiatives and Enduring Principles. 

Everything we do should be run 

through these filters. Whether you’re 

planning a worship, writing a sermon, 

leading a class for camp, Sunday 

School lesson, or prayer service, you 

should be considering which Mission 

Initiatives and Enduring Principles 

are at play, and how can you give 

voice to them in your ministry.  
 

Everything that I do this year I’m 

considering a rough draft. I’m 

allowing myself some grace in 

learning this new job, but also I want 

to be open when we’re working 

together, because the future of your 

ministry has to come from you. My 

core phrase for 2020 that all my work 

will focus on is, “being a prophetic 

people.” 
 

I’ve only been doing this job for a few 

months, and already I’ve been struck 

by a strong pull of the Spirit towards 

the idea of prophet. Someone a while 

back had the audacity to challenge 

this church to be a prophetic people. I 

remember seeing some faces that 

were excited by the idea, and some 

faces that looked confused. But no 

matter how they reacted, no one knew 

how to do it. This catch phrase in the 

Community of Christ sounds great, 

but it’s not a part of the daily lives at 

the member level. If the entire church 

body could embrace our calling to be 

a prophetic people, what would 

change? If the members of the 

Greater Pacific Northwest USA 

Mission Center embraced their 

personal and congregational calls to 

be a prophetic people, what would 

change? 
 

If you could boldly and radically 

embrace your spiritual calling, and 

on a communal level work to 

cultivate your spiritual gifts, what 

new waves of the Spirit would we see 

at work in the northwest?  
 

I’ll be honest: I don’t know what 

living as a prophetic people will look 

like for all of us. There are so many 

injustices in the world that demand a 

voice of truth! We all have to 

intentionally devote time to consider 

the answers to these questions both 

on a personal and congregational 

level: which truth does the Spirit 

move in you to speak to the world; 

and what prevents you from doing 

so? 
 

Critical to all of this work is 

intentional discernment. None of us 

are going to be handed a to-do list by 

God with an attached schedule and 

deadlines. I think the hardest step in 

becoming a prophetic people is 

starting, yes? The first part, in my 

opinion, is acknowledging that 

God’s calling in our lives changes. 

How God calls us in our 20’s is going 

to be different than what God calls us 

to in our 40’s, and our 60’s, and even 

our 80’s. If we stay stuck, we’ll feel 

stuck. God’s Spirit does not like to be  

stuck. If we acknowledge that God’s 

call to us changes, that means that 

we must intentionally engage in 

discovering how our calling 

changes. There are many ways to 

discern, but a person must be 

willing to actively engage in a 

process. Repeatedly. This is 

something that should be done at 

least once a year. Where have you 

been, where are you now, and where 

is God calling you in the future? 
 

If everyone in the congregation is 

participating in personal, intentional 

discernment, how does this affect 

the congregation? The congregation 

must be ready to accept change in 

each other. If I become passionate 

and begin speaking out in my role as 

a prophet engaged in my calling, 

can you accept that? Will you be 

annoyed with me or accept me? 

When someone in the congregation 

is called by God to speak truth, 

sometimes it is the congregation 

itself that is the power. How do we 

collectively respond to the prophet 

in our midst? As much as we want 

to feel warm and cozy with our 

congregational families, sometimes 

power structures, leaders, or leading 

families within congregations can 

apply pressure when making 

decisions.  
 

The prophet does not speak out of 

bitterness or insolence, but grace 

and compassion, grounding the 

prophet in the love of God. This is 

the strength of the prophet, and how 

they share God’s light in the darkest 

corners of the world. When we 

stand in the love of God and 

proclaim the truth – no matter how 

big or scary the power is that we are 

speaking to – that is the work of the 

prophets. 

 

 

GPNW: CALLED TO BE A PROPHETIC PEOPLE 
By Ashley Whitham 
GPNW MC Discipleship Formation & Communications Director 
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Donors to History: Tom & Susan Webber 
By Greg Clark 

Tom and Susan Webber can see the future by gazing into 

the past. 
 

The couple from La Conner, Washington, have become 

regular givers to the Community of Christ Historic Sites 

Foundation because of what they believe it can do for 

generations yet to come. 
 

Yes, they’ve enjoyed visiting the sites, but they also feel 

passionate about supporting internships that deepen the 

discipleship, education, and testimonies of young adults. 
 

“The foundation connects with our faith movement, and 

it takes resources and good people to keep things going,” 

said Tom. “…When we act on our beliefs as a 

community, more good things can happen. People are 

supported, people’s lives are enriched, and our own 

testimonies are solidified. 
 

“The organization is looking to the future to educate 

other younger people to continue storytelling about who 

we are, where we come from, and how we fit in the 

world. That’s a good cause that makes me want to give. 

The foundation isn’t just a tour agency; it’s much more. 

They’re dedicated to enriching people’s lives through 

testimony and storytelling.” 
 

Though the foundation “isn’t just a tour agency,” Tom 

and Susan acknowledge the great impact various tours 

have had on their lives. 
 

“For me personally, I’m connected spiritually through 

the history of the church,” Susan said. “And spiritual 

formation has been an important part of our faith 

journey. I think I’m connected spiritually anywhere 

where I know Community of Christ has expressed its 

hopes and dreams. 
 

“I would say it’s connected to my growing awareness as 

I’m getting older that even though historic sites are 

physical places, they provide a connection to people for 

spiritual needs, not only with our faith group, but others.” 
 

Barbara Walden, executive director of the Community of 

Christ Historic Sites Foundation, said the Webbers began 

joining the tours in 2016. “Little did I know we would 

travel to England and experience zionic community 

together on two additional tours. Tom and Susan are a 

joy to travel with and to know as friends.”  
 

The Webbers, both elders, said their favorite tour was last 

year’s trip to the British Isles. But they said their favorite 

event came on another tour when they served 

Communion in the Kirtland Temple in Ohio. They also 

raved about other tour aspects. 
 

“Barbara Walden is a professional in how she can find 

places for US history and church history,” Susan said. 

“It’s not just a matter of going over and over again to 

Nauvoo and Kirtland. We end up in all sorts of places 

that are significant parts of US history, too.” 
 

Susan commented on the foundation’s work in 

preserving history. “I think it’s important for all ages, 

particularly youth, to start being connected to something 

that’s larger than themselves and even larger than their 

own congregation or church group.” 
 

Walden agrees. “Donors like Tom and Susan are the 

lifeline of all that we do at the foundation. Their passion 

for sharing church history and preserving the historic 

sites resonates with others and energizes the staff. Their 

incredible generosity shows in our educational resources, 

Storyteller events, young-adult internships, and in the 

maintenance and preservation of the historic sites. 
 

“We could not provide foundation services and support 

to the historic sites without generous donors like Tom 

and Susan.” 
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  Beyond Horizons: Creating Inclusive Community 
By Sean Langdon 

Invitation Support Minister 

  
“Lift up your eyes and fix them on the place beyond the horizon to which you are sent.” 

-Doctrine & Covenants 161:1a 
  
As part of our exploration into New Expressions of Community, the Greater Pacific Northwest USA Mission 

Center is happy to announce the formation of our new LGBTQIA+ and Allies ministry known as “Beyond 

Horizons”. Inspired by scripture found in Doctrine & Covenants 161, Beyond Horizons isn’t just a name but 

an invitation to go beyond and create inclusive, safe space for the LGBTQIA+ community within the Greater 

Pacific Northwest USA Mission Center and the allies who love and support them. To go beyond and create 

this space so that all can experience the authentic, loving ministry of Christ resident within Christian 

community. To go beyond to places of ministry we have yet to discover as we seek to uphold the worth of all 

people. 

  

Beyond Horizons will seek to be a source of education and training for our congregations, youth camps, and 

reunions, as we explore ways to be more welcoming to the wonderful diversity that abounds within human 

creation. This ministry will also provide events as well including our upcoming retreat at Lewis River 

Campground. This retreat will take place on the weekend of Friday, March 27 (6:30 PM) to Sunday, March 

29 (12:30 PM), 2020. The retreat fee will be $45 per adult (Aged 15 and older), $35 for children & youth 

(Aged 14 and younger). Children & Youth need to attend with their parent/legal guardian or a sponsor. No 

formal, separate activities will be provided for children & youth but they are welcome to join all scheduled 

retreat sessions. This inclusive retreat will provide safe space for sharing, learning, fellowship, worship and 

laughter! Go to https://gpnwcofc.eventbrite.com/ to register by Sunday, March 22.  Questions: Contact Retreat 

Director Sean Langdon (beyondhorizons@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 425-293-6366). 

  

If you would like to give financially to support this ministry, please send a check made a payable to 

“Community of Christ” to: Sean Langdon, Attn: Beyond Horizons, 844 Mill Street #17, Springfield, OR 

97477. Your donations will help us launch this new ministry in the mission center.   

  

To learn more about what LGBTQIA+ stands for, go to https://www.hrc.org/resources/glossary-of-terms for 

a glossary of terms. 

 

Thank you to Dane Mahi of the Auburn congregation for creating our ministry logo! 

 

 

@gpnwCofC 

@BeyondHorizonsCofC 
@CommunityofChrist.RLDSChurch 

 

 

So
ci

a
l 

 

M
ed

ia
  

@gpnwmc_cofc 

@cofchrist 

 

 

Connect with the rest of 

the GPNW USA Mission 

Center! Find us on 

Facebook and Instagram, 

and look for your local 

congregations and 

campground, too. 
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We proclaim Jesus Christ 

and promote communities of 

joy, hope, love and peace. 

Editor 

Ashley Whitham 

Communication Ministries Director 

Community of Christ 

Greater Pacific Northwest Mission Center 

(360) 521-4562 

awhitham@cofchrist-gpnw.org 

The Chinook is being moved online. Please 

email story ideas, articles or photos to 

awhitham@cofchrist-gpnw.org or mail 

them to the address below.  

 

Paid for and printed by: 

Community of Christ 

Greater Pacific Northwest Mission Center 

PO Box 60227 

Renton, WA 98058 

 

Save The Date 

Nuts & Bolts Workshops 
All members are invited to learn about different aspects of 

ministry in congregational life, including pastoring, finances, 

communications, worship, and new and fresh expressions. 

March 21 – Garden Grove 

April 4 – Eugene 

April 18 – Auburn 

 

Community Connections seeks to shorten the distance between 

members and friends of the church in Oregon, Alaska, Washington, and 

beyond, by providing an opportunity for fellowship and worship 

through online community. This ministry will take place on the second 

Wednesday of every other month beginning in February. We will start 

6:45 PM with “foyer” time as we catch up, share joys, and prepare for 

worship. The intergenerational worship will then begin at 7 PM and last 

for about an hour. This unique worship experience will include a 

Theme Talk with Discussion, Spiritual Formation, Prayer Concerns, 

Communion, and more. All are invited to participate in this New 

Expression of Community. Questions? Contact Sean Langdon 

(slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 425-293-6366). 

Online Worships 

mailto:awhitham@cofchrist-gpnw.org
mailto:slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org

