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a new year, a renewed hope

GPNW

by Kim Naten, Mission Center President

For about 18 months, I anxiously awaited January 2017. It meant the beginning
not only of a new job, but also of new opportunities for expression of my
discipleship, my spiritual journey, and my relationships—with you here in the
GPNW Mission Center, with Community of Christ as a worldwide body, and
with my Creator.

J

anuary finally arrived and brought with it a host of other
challenges: a succession of snowstorms and weatherrelated problems that caused cancellations of Sunday
services throughout the mission center and damage to
several of our buildings, more changes and shifting of administrative responsibilities from headquarters to the mission center,
and a political undercurrent of fear, divisiveness, and unrest—
not exactly the situation or environment I had anticipated.
In last fall’s Chinook, I shared my deep sense of hope, and I
am called back to that message. I am reminded that even in the
face of nature’s mystery, power, and unpredictability; increased
responsibilities with fewer resources; and differences in our political and social beliefs,
we still—and always—have hope. As we wrestle with difficult situations in our lives, both
personally and in our communities, let us not lose sight of the hope we have in Jesus Christ.
Our scriptures are saturated with messages of hope. Might I suggest taking a few minutes
each day to dwell in His word? I’ll get us started: May the God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit. —Romans 15:13.
It is sort of a tradition that when a new administration comes into office, we look at
the “First 100 Days” as a benchmark, a yardstick of sorts, by which we measure what has
been accomplished, where the leadership is taking us, and generally how we’re “doing.” By
the time you are reading this, we will be close to 100 days into 2017, so let’s take a look at
what’s happened in our Mission Center thus far:
continued on page 2

Plan on it!

upcoming mission
center events

(see page 11 for a listing of youth camps)

APRIL 2017
1—Aaronic Priesthood Gathering, Auburn
8—Nuts & Bolts Workshop, Southridge
18—RCYW Webinar Training
21-23—Arts Retreat, Samish Island
24-29—Samish Island Work Week
29—Nuts & Bolts Workshop, Eugene
MAY 2017
7—RCYW Webinar Traning
26-29—Young Adult Retreat, Remote
27-29—NW Singles Retreat, Lewis River
JUNE 2017
3—Caravan Dinner Auction, University Place
10-15—Adult Reunion, Samish Island
25-30—Family Reunion, Lewis River
JULY 2017
2-6—NW Singles Reunion, Samish Island
9-14—Family Reunion, Samish Island
AUGUST 2017
5-11—Family Reunion, Remote
SEPTEMBER 2017
22-24—Encountering Mission, Southridge

continued from page 1

seventy retreat
	Eleven of our mission center Seventy
met for a retreat in February at Lewis River
Campground. (See photo, below.) Apostle
Ron Harmon, President of Seventy Larry
McGuire, Invitation Support Minister Sean
Langdon, and Western USA Field Support
Minister Bill McFarlin provided guest
ministry and training focused on receiving,
embodying, and sharing Christ’s invitation.
The desire to connect with congregations
in a more structured or formal manner was
expressed, and we are currently working
on building those connections and relationships. If your congregation is interested
in working directly with one of these
ministers, please contact Sean Langdon
(slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org) for more
information.

leadership team changes
	The Mission Center Leadership Team
was created initially in the summer of 2015,
following Kathy Sharp’s retirement, to
assist Apostle Ron Harmon with leading
the mission center while a new Mission
Center President was identified. When
Mike Bessonette became Mission Center
President shortly thereafter, he chose to
continue this model of team leadership,
as is encouraged in our congregations. As
we begin 2017, the face of the Leadership
Team has changed somewhat. It is now
comprised of all paid mission center staff
and officers:
• Kim Naten, Mission Center President
• Steve Pomeroy, Mission Center
Financial Officer
• Pam Cress, Adult Formation Specialist
• Sean Langdon, Invitation Support
Minister, Camping Ministries Director,
Youth Ministries Specialist
• Karen Beckman Householder,
Communications Administrator
• Jill Brunette, Membership Services
Administrator
In addition, Mike Bessonette, is serving in an ex officio capacity through June
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2017. Stacie Simmons Bates, who served
on the team from its inception as a memberat-large, has stepped down from that role
due to increasing responsibilities in other
areas. The Leadership Team meets monthly.

nuts & bolts workshops
	Every three years since 2011, the mission center has presented these workshops
in different locations throughout the mission center. They focus primarily on the
“nuts and bolts” of congregational leadership and operations. Mission center staff
spent the first few months of 2017 planning
these workshops, and by the time you read
this we hope you have either attended one
already or are preparing to do so! Dates and
locations are:
• Saturday, March 25, at University
Place Congregation
• Saturday, April 8, at Southridge
Congregation
• Saturday, April 29, at Eugene
Congregation
discipleship now
	Two years ago, about 20 of you set out
on a journey of discovery, learning, and
discipleship called Discipleship NOW. The
last weekend of February marked the final
retreat in the two-year study and learning
phase, and I had the privilege of sharing
with the students, mentors and facilitators
(Pam Cress and, for this retreat, Robin
Linkhart) as they dove into their last learning session together and began preparing
for their practicum phase. I was humbled
and awed by the depth of commitment
and dedication they have shown, and the
demanding course of study they have
undertaken in areas of theology, discipleship, mission, and spiritual formation. I’m
excited to see where their journeys take
them in the coming year as they complete
the practical application of their learning
and, more importantly, as they move from
students to disciples to missional leaders in
their congregations and the mission center.
We’re anticipating offering a second cohort
of Discipleship NOW in 2018—stay tuned!
new leadership support minister
model
Many of you are familiar with the
congregational support minister program
that has been in place in the mission center since its inception. Over the last few
years, mission center staff have discussed
and explored a variety of new models for

delivering ministerial support to congregations. Last spring, the staff, led by Mike
Bessonette and Sean Langdon, drafted a
revised version of our current support minister design that we believe better reflects
our mission and ministerial focus. Some
highlights and significant changes in the
new model include:
• Congregational Support Ministers
(CSMs) will now be called “Leadership
Support Ministers” (LSMs), reflecting
a more focused emphasis on assistance
specifically to the leadership of the congregation rather than to broader congregational activities.
• Leadership Support Ministers will be
part of a geographically-based team, or
cluster, led by a member of the Mission
Center Leadership Team and will have
opportunities to dialogue and partner with other members of that team
throughout the year.
• Leadership Support Ministers will
meet quarterly with the Mission Center
Leadership Team, and at least one of
these meetings will be in the form of
a weekend retreat focused on training,
spiritual development, and opportunities
for cluster teams to share together.
We are excited to launch this new support ministry model this month and welcome feedback from our congregational
leaders. More details will be shared at our
Nuts & Bolts workshops!
	These are just a few of the programs
underway thus far in 2017. Believe me,
there are more—just not enough space
here to share them all. As I reflect on my
first couple of months in this position, I
am reminded of many phrases that could
describe my experience: “Hit the ground
running,” “Every day is a new adventure!,”
“The fun never stops!,” and “Lean into your
discomfort.” Certainly on any given day,
there are joys, struggles, and concerns. But,
as I’ve mentioned, there is always HOPE.
And each day, that hope is renewed and
nurtured by the tangible evidence of the
Holy Spirit working in the lives of people
like yourselves—people who desire not only
a personal and intimate relationship with
Jesus Christ, but also with one another as
disciples sharing a call to live out Christ’s
mission in a world hungry and yearning for
His message of salvation, peace, love and,
yes, hope.

Get your news in the next Chinook. Send to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by September 1, 2017.

FACING OUR
CHALLENGES TOGETHER

I

by Kim Naten, Mission Center President

t was the best of times, it was
the worst of times.” These
words from Charles Dickens’ A
Tale of Two Cities often come
to mind with a smile, as they were
the first words of one of my dad’s
best and most favorite sermons.
Dickens goes on to say, “...it was the
season of Light, it was the season of
Darkness, it was the spring of hope,
it was the winter of despair...” and
sometimes I feel as if these words
are an accurate depiction of our journey as Community of Christ over the
last two and half years.
Many of us are familiar with the
severe and complex financial difficulties the church has experienced
in recent years and, by extension, the
financial burdens our mission center
has necessarily taken on as a result.
Our paid ministerial staff has been
reduced from seven (two of whom
were funded by World Church) to
three and a half, all of whom are
now funded by the mission center.
However, the same services, programs, and congregational support to
the body has continued.
	This has sometimes been a
challenge, not only financially but
in terms of our human resources
and capabilities. As I become more
familiar in this position as your Mission Center President, I am increasingly aware of the need to evaluate
and reassess what services we can
reasonably deliver to our members,
while maintaining the quality you’ve
come to expect. When resources are
stretched but the need for, and desire
to provide, ministerial support and
spiritual guidance seems greater than
ever, we are sometimes faced with
the choice to either offer a few highquality, well-executed services to the
members or offer an abundance of
mediocre programs or services that
stretch those resources to the limit.
I believe that even despite
reduced resources, the Greater Pacific Northwest Mission Center has
continued to deliver high-quality,

meaningful, and missional opportunities for spiritual development
and outreach through workshops,
retreats, Temple School courses, and
youth events. My fear, however, is
that as we continue to try to provide
everything we have traditionally
offered in the past, with fewer resources to do so, we will inevitably
see a decline in the quality of those
services. Looking at Dickens’ quotes
above, these observations are clearly
in the “season of Darkness, winter of
despair” category.
So, how do we channel our energies and turn toward the “Season of
Light, the spring of hope?” We know
that as a body, we are capable of
accomplishing great things when we
are unified in our desire and commitment. We can joyfully acknowledge
that those two resources—
desire and commitment—
have not suffered a decline
but, in fact, seem as robust
and healthy as ever, perhaps
more than ever! That is
where our focus must be:
our collective desire and
commitment to serve Jesus
Christ.
As we continue to face
the challenges of this time,
let us uphold one another
in prayer and support as
we seek to explore innovative new ways to live into
our calling as a prophetic
community, always seeking
the peaceable kingdom of
Zion, and never losing sight
of Christ’s invitation to
each one. “The path will not
always be easy, the choices
will not always be clear,
but the cause is sure and the
Spirit will bear witness to
the truth, and those who live
the truth will know the hope
and the joy of discipleship in the
community of Christ” (Doctrine and
Covenants 161:7) .

megan
martens is
ordained to the
office of priest by dale luffman,
assisted by katie o’keefe-knobel and marjorie martens
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11ordinations

1-11

ordinations
Douglas LaHue Brown to Bishop—Tuality
Elva Eliason to Evangelist—Southridge
Megan Martens to Priest—Redmond
Cynthia Martin to Teacher—
Auburn
Pat McGuire to Deacon—Southridge
Jarom Mills, Elder—Salem
Margaret Polly to Evangelist—Salem
Michael Sargent to Elder—Cowlitz
Valley
Teresa Taylor to Elder—Southridge
Dianne Webberley to Evangelist—
Garden Grove
Sharon West to Evangelist—Cowlitz
Valley

top left: sharon west is ordained to evangelist by
high priest brenda sargent and evangelist dale
rasmussen
bottom left: teresa taylor is ordained to elder by
evangelist cathy boyer and elder fae jackson
bottom right: pat mcguire is ordained to deacon by
evangelist cathy boyer and elder fae jackson
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of wishes and horses...

O

by Steve Pomeroy, Mission Center Financial Officer

ne of my mother-in-law’s often-used expressions
went, “If wishes were horses, beggars would ride.”
The phrase was always a little puzzling to me until I
looked it up and found that it actually comes from a
16th century proverb/nursery rhyme that continues, “If turnips
were watches, I’d wear one by my side.” It suggests that if wishing could make things happen, then even those with the least
opportunity would have everything they wanted. After the last few
months, if wishes were horses, I’d probably have one of the largest
horse farms around!

2016 in review
Let me begin with some positive results as we look back at
2016. Congregational allocations were more than 99% complete,
and a number of congregations have either already paid or made
payments for 2017. Individual generosity exceeded the budgeted
projection of $30,000. Congregational generosity was more than
$3,000 higher than projected, and commitments or contributions
for 2017 are already at more than 90% of
the projected goal from fewer than 10 congregations. It is never too late to add your
congregation’s gift! In spite of taking on the
unbudgeted financing for a part-time Mission
Center Financial Officer (MCFO) position,
we appear to be on target to show an operations surplus for 2016 of more than $15,000.
What a responsive and generous people you
are. Thank you, thank you, thank you!
unexpected challenges
Now to those wishes and horses. Since we gathered at last
fall’s conference, so many unexpected things have occurred that
I find myself wishing we could just settle things down and determine what “normal” looks like for the finances of the mission
center and, likewise, the tasks of the MCFO role.
Of greatest impact for us was the decision by World Church
to transition payroll functions from headquarters to the various
field jurisdictions. Besides being a time-consuming and sometimes
difficult transition, it has added the tasks of payroll administrator
to the MCFO position. Accompanying this change also was the
shift of a number of employee benefit costs, previously supported
by the World Church, directly to the jurisdictions. These are additional costs that were not known or included in our 2017 budget.
Because of the uneven timing of the parts of this whole process,
we are only beginning to discover what the amount of the cost
impact beyond our budget may be for this year.
Bringing the church into correct compliance with established
labor laws and practices is another area of change and challenge,
especially for our campgrounds. Previous practices have left the
church out of compliance with government regulations, and changing the employment models to be “fully legal” is a difficult, timeconsuming, and even painful process. The boards of all three of
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our campgrounds are working very hard to develop ways to make
the necessary changes and maintain the viability of the opportunities and services they provide.
Our difficult winter weather has taken a toll on some of our
facilities. Heavy wind, snow, ice, and rain have caused damage to
the facilities of Bremerton, Bend, Southridge, and Salem congregations and at Samish Island Campground. A broken water main
opened a sink hole in front of the Portland church and caused some
flood damage. Damage to the Lewis River caretakers’ residence
was discovered and is being repaired, and a major pipeline project
for the campground is underway.
	The winter has been hard on people as well, as several of
our congregations have found need to share through oblation to
meet emergency life needs of members and friends. The generous
giving of all of us, coupled with the coordination of congregation,
mission center, and headquarters, has made these tangible efforts
to end suffering possible.

mcfo position
An additional challenge that I now
find lies before us is the nature of the
position in which I serve. Part of my
original task in serving in this interim
role was to reshape it into a legitimate
half-time position to be filled by a permanent MCFO beginning in 2018. What
I have found is that accomplishing that
is indeed a wish that cannot come true.
Our mission center is too complex,
the tasks of this position are too varied,
and the needs and expectations from our membership and World
Church are too great for the MCFO position to become less than a
full-time effort in the foreseeable future. My work week is realistically close to 50 hours, and there are still portions of the position
in which I have yet to become fully immersed. Thus, as we look
at budgeting for 2018 and beyond, one more bump in the road is
financing for a full-time MCFO. This is a significant challenge
that is worthy of the practical thought, continued conversation, and
prayerful discernment of all of us.
If wishes would help, I would wish all of these difficulties
and changes away and let us get back to focusing only on sharing
the mission of Christ. Yet our discipleship journey calls us down a
path full of bumps as well as joys, and as we face challenges such
as these, we are blessed by the generosity of all of you who give of
your time, talents, creativity, devotion, love, and resources to help
overcome them.
We share as stewards of the whole of this sacred community,
being reminded that stewardship is the whole-life response to
God’s grace and the ministry of Jesus Christ. So we put the wishes
and horses aside, knowing that the joy and the struggle shape the
journey to what we can become.

Get your news in the next Chinook. Send to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by September 1, 2017.

with gratitude for
community

by Bill McFarlin, Western USA Mission Field Support Minister

Do not be defined by the things that separate you but by the things that unite
you in Jesus Christ. —Doctrine and Covenants 162:5a

B

eing in community is
often hard work. We
must bring our best skills
to build and strengthen
those relationships, and the outcome
is worth the effort. While the world
often seems to be in chaos and while
division between people seems to
expand, I am hoping to remind us of
the value of sacred community that
transcends the stuff of the world.
Over the past several months I have
been filled with a great deal of gratitude for the people in
my life, and I would
like to express my
appreciation to you.
My gratitude for
you and this community extends back
14 years to when I
started serving in the
financial officer role
for the Greater Pacific
Northwest Mission
Center. Through the
relationships of which
I have been a part, I
have found the value
of connection in and with community. For that, I am truly grateful.
The challenges and rewards of those
connections has brought depth and
meaning to my life.
I was reminded of that this past
fall when I was connected with
those of you who attended Mission
Center Conference. It was the first
time in those 14 years that I had not
been able to be present with you in
person. Nevertheless, I felt our connection over time and distance of
the shared phone call that took place
during the business meeting. I was
reminded of the intersection of our
lives in the glass cross you gave to
me at that meeting. Its two fragile

parts, the vertical and horizontal
“timbers,” meet in the middle of the
cross, not unlike how our fragile
lives intersect at the cross of Christ.
I am grateful for the gift of the glass
cross that symbolizes our connection
and so much more.
In the midst of our community,
when someone needs a hug, there
is usually someone ready to offer it.
When one is feeling overwhelmed,
someone helps us all remember the
awe that can be found in all of creation. When we are
stressed, someone
in the community
brings calm. If one
of us is feeling
lonely, there are
those who bring the
ministry of presence.
Where there is loss,
comfort. Where there
is offense, reconciliation. Where there
is burnout, purpose.
Where there is anger,
calm. Where there is
arrogance, humility.
For sadness, joy. For struggle, compassion. For thoughtlessness, reason.
Division, unity. Weakness, strength.
Wisdom. Understanding. The list of
attributes of community goes on and
on. It is only in the midst of that kind
of community that we, as individuals, can thrive. It is community like
that for which I am grateful. Thank
you for being part of this sacred
community.

fairbanks
congregation donates
toiletries to local youth homeless shelter

3

moments in

congregational life

2

outreach endeavors
Fairbanks Congregation had a theme of “Acts
of Service” on Sunday, December 4, 2016. The
congregation came together to donate toiletries to a
local youth homeless shelter for kids ages 12-17. (See
photo above.)
Eugene Congregation held a baked potato and salad
bar lunch on Sunday, February 19, to support Outreach
International. The lunch raised proceeds totalling $192.
Guest Dale Luffman provided meaningful Sunday
morning ministry and joined the fundraising lunch.

1

east wenatchee congregation member
clayton pierce, above with church dog lenny,
enjoys a free youth venture for christ caravan
shirt given to pastor fran smith during the
pastors’ breakfast at the 2016 mission center
conference
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nuts & bolts: essentials for
congregational leaders

N

by Pam Cress, Mission Center Adult Formation Specialist

elder
janice lipp,
university place
congregation, is superannuated

3

moments in

congregational life

1
2-3
superannuation
Janice Lipp, Elder—University Place
(See photo above.)
setting apart

highland park’s pastor team is set apart by high
priest david graybill on january 8
(l-r: kevin young, kim christodoulou,
laura schlenker gloman)

the crystal springs pastor team is set apart by
high priest steve pomeroy on january 8
(l-r: jo anthony, leslie skoor, sam belcher,
karolyn sharp, deborah towner)
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uts & Bolts continues! The
workshop you have learned
to count on to provide essentials for congregational
leaders, seasoned and new, is being
offered again this spring across the mission center. There will be current and
important information that will focus on
leadership skills and best practices for
congregational leaders across the spectrum—pastors, pastor teams, counselors,
financial officers, Christian education
coordinators, communication coordinators, recorders, missional leaders, worship and ministry team members.
	This FREE one-day workshop will
take place in three locations in the mission center. Choose the
location most convenient
to you!
• Saturday, March
25—University
Place Congregation
• Saturday, April 8—
Southridge Congregation
• Saturday, April 29—Eugene Congregation
• Workshop content will be presented
in Alaska and Central Washington
with dates to be announced
Please bring your entire leadership
team. Strategize with your team to cover
all of the break-out topics shared in the
afternoon, and bring the entire information home to your congregation!
Sessions will cover and explore the
“Three R’s of Leadership: Relationship,
Resources and Requirements.” There
is something for the small through the
large congregation. There will be a demonstration on how to use the Worship
Helps to provide a meaningful worship
experience without a sermon; how to
have healthy and productive teams in
ministry and leadership; resources available for effective administration and
ministry and where to find them; and
policies, procedures and planning tools
for successful and thriving congregations.

	The morning will begin with worship that demonstrates a possibility for
a no-sermon experience based on the
Worship Helps. There will be helps for
discovering the strengths of diverse
teams and practices that contribute to
productive work and healthy relationships. A wealth of resources will be
shared, as well as how to find them
when you need them! Mission Center
President Kim Naten, Adult Formation Specialist Pam Cress, Invitation
Support Minister Sean Langdon,
and Financial Officer Steve Pomeroy
will begin the day with these topics.
Throughout the day, we will be joined
by Western Field Support Minister Bill
McFarlin, Leadership Support Ministers Kathy Sharp
and Mike Bessonette, and
other leaders.
After lunch together,
there will be five possible
breakout sessions to attend:
•
Kathy Sharp and/or
Bill McFarlin will present on Congregational DecisionMaking
• Kim Naten will share Essentials for
Recorders and Communications
Coordinators
• Steve Pomeroy will present Financial Matters that Matter
• Pam Cress will present Spiritual
Formation IS Disciple Formation
• Sean Langdon will present Invitation: Engaging in Mission
Through Relationships
Other presentations in the afternoon
will cover policies, procedures, and tips
to provide the best of care for all. Kim
Naten and Mike Bessonette will offer
new mission center plans to support
leaders and mission.
Join us for a day woven together
with moments of blessing and worship. Rich fellowship and learning will
make for a day well spent! See you this
spring!

Get your news in the next Chinook. Send to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by September 1, 2017.

BOLD MOVES GRANTS
RE-START

B

by Steve Pomeroy, Mission Center Financial Officer

old Moves Grants returns
to activity this spring!
After being suspended for
calendar year 2016 due to
financial uncertainties and budget
considerations, the initiative was
reaffirmed and restarted through
action at last fall’s Mission Center
Conference.
Originally established by conference action in the fall of 2007,
Bold Moves has become a strong
enabler of missional expression for
congregations and groups throughout the mission center by providing “seed money” to help creative
ideas take root. The first grants were
awarded in the spring of 2009, and
over the next seven years, more than
40 grants, totaling nearly $130,000,
have been awarded to help grow
mission.
As the number of mission
endeavors supported by grants
became long-lasting fixtures in the
life of many of our congregations,
it was projected that both the number of grant applications and the
dollars involved would decrease
over time. That has indeed been
the pattern. Until last November’s
conference action, the funding for
grants ($25,000 annually) had been
provided by draws on the mission
center’s Operating Investment Fund,
outside of the normal budgeting process. The Bold Moves Resolution,
passed by the 2016 Conference,
brings funding for Bold Moves into
the regular budgeting process at a
level of $10,000 annually. This reaffirms Bold Moves as an integral
part of new missional expression at
a level reflective of the needs of our
congregations and groups.
Guidelines, procedures, and
applications are available on the
Bold Moves page of the mission
center website. Applications for the
upcoming cycle of grants are due by
Monday, April 17. The applications
will be reviewed by the Bold Moves
Grants Committee, and grants will

be awarded within the following
sixty-day period.
Committee members for 2017:
• Eleanor Bessonette (OR)
• Mike Bessonette (OR)
• Kathy Bowman (AK)
• Dan Jackson (WA)
• Sean Langdon (Mission Center
Invitation Support Minister)
• Bill McFarlin (WA)
• Kim Naten (Mission Center
President)
• Steve Pomeroy (Mission Center
Financial Officer, chair)
• Mary Dell Williams (WA)
Long-time committee members
Kathy Sharp and
John Smallwood
have stepped off
the committee this
year. Both have been
integral parts of the
beginning, growth,
and success of Bold
Moves, and have
provided insightful
and dedicated service.
The committee and
the mission center
extend their thanks
to Kathy and John
for their wonderful
contributions in creating new and exciting
expressions of mission throughout the
mission center.

jayden lee
arvin-sorvisto
is blessed by her
great-grandfather, elder
leonard glenn, and elder shelby lettenmaier
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birthday and

many blessings

right,
top to bottom:
elder hazel bauer
chase musial is
blessed by christie
ostendorp & karen
sundstrom
charlie musial is
blessed by karen
sundstrom & christie
ostendorp
haley robbins (left) is
blessed by jim burford
& diane cardwell;
killian robbins (right) is
blessed by jim burford & john smallwood
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101st birthday
Hazel Bauer, Rainier Valley Congregation,
turned 101 years old on February 20.
Although she doesn’t get out much these
days, Hazel still lives independently in the
Magnolia area of Seattle. She has been a dedicated teacher to many growing up, and she
served on several commissions and offices in
the former Seattle Stake. Hazel is a superannuated Elder and has always been an active and
contributing member of any congregation with
which she was affiliated. She keeps in touch
with her church friends with phone calls,
notes, and by hosting the congregation at her
home for prayer meeting once a month. Hazel
makes us all feel special when she tells us that
she prays for each one, as well as the mission
center, World Church, our nation, and all of
God’s creation.
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blessings
Jayden Lee Arvin-Sorvisto—Bend
Wyatt William Bauer—Crystal Springs
Theodore Grayson Bevard—Garden Grove
Michael Keane Campbell—Rainier Valley
Blaine Charles Craft—Garden Grove
Charles Tyler Musial—Bend
Chase Daniel Musial—Bend
Alanna Ileen Polly—Salem
Ivy Alynn Rasmussen—Cowlitz Valley
Haley Alice Robbins—Redmond
Killian Owen Robbins—Redmond
Isaac Daniel Simmons—Yakima
Atticus Eldon York—Cowlitz Valley
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Singing, We Need Revival

by Sean Langdon, Mission Center Invitation Support Minister

T

Holy Spirit rain down. Change us from the inside. Singing. We need revival.

portland
interfaith event
by Val Walker, Portland Pastor

C

onnections and understandings
were strengthened at an interfaith event hosted by Portland
Congregation and attended by 175 people representing at least 40 faith groups
on October 16, 2016. Planned by the
Interfaith Council of Greater Portland,
the event was held in cooperation with
Parliament of the World’s Religions
and titled “A Taste of the Parliament:
Listening to Other Voices.” The day
of exploration, reflection, and music
centered around three topics: climate
change solutions, indigenous wisdom,
and challenging hate speech and violence. The keynote speaker was Dr.
Larry Greenfield, Executive Director
of the Parliament of World’s Religions in
Chicago.
	The day started with colorful and
informative table displays from various
community organizations. Pastor Val
Walker welcomed the attendees and was
followed by a Native American opening
prayer and the keynote address. Event
topics were further explored in three
break-out/panel sessions throughout the
afternoon. Deep reflection and contemplation on the topics rounded out the sessions.
A traditional Sikh Langar meal was
served for dinner. Participants were
required to cover their heads and take
off their shoes for prayer, music, and
Langar. Dinner was served in groups of
three. Those waiting to eat participated
in discussion groups with panelists.
Unique world music was performed
in concert by many gifted musicians to
close the day in musical harmony.
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hese lyrics from the Soulfire Revolution song “Revival” became
an anthem for me as I sensed my
ministry shift a few years back. It
was a shift that led to my call, acceptance,
and ordination to the office of Seventy.
In many ways, congregational life in the
Christian church is in the midst of its own
huge shift as well. The needs and demands
are changing. Building glorious structures
of praise, beautifying our property, and
traditional 11 am worship on Sunday meet
the needs of some of our members, but they
often no longer meet the needs of many in
our communities.
Community of Christ has gone through
some major transformations over the years. As we
listened to the Holy Spirit,
we evolved as a faith
community. Our denomination has the vision and
renewed sense of calling to
bring about transformative
change in this world and
to meet the relational and
spiritual needs of many.
Some congregations are
still seeking to make that change, though.
There are many that have become more
missional than they ever were before, but
they have claimed this new sense of call to
mission while operating under the ministries
and structures that worked for congregations of the past. It’s like trying to download
digital music to play on your portable CD
player—they aren’t compatible. We now
need to make the ministries and structures
of our congregations more compatible to
align ourselves with the mission that Community of Christ has claimed.

Recently, our mission center Seventies
met in retreat to focus on the shift that has
happened in our culture and the shift that
we need to make in Community of Christ
to meet the needs of the present day and
future. We left that retreat more invigorated
than ever before to help our congregations
make this shift as we live out our missional
callings to be ministers of invitation and
witness. We’re here to serve God by serving
our congregations. When invited, we will
respond.
As we engage in this Easter season,
may we remember the counsel in Doctrine
& Covenants 165 that says, “the way of suffering love that leads to the cross also leads
to resurrection and everlasting
life in Christ’s eternal community
of oneness and peace. Trust in
this promise.” So in the northwest, what can we do to help our
congregations experience resurrection again? Not for the survival
of the church, but so that those in
our world who are experiencing
disconnect from Christianity can
thrive in their discipleship once
more.
May we open ourselves up as the Holy
Spirit rains down. May we open up to recognizing the inward shift we need to make
so that we can move outward in reaching
our brothers and sisters in the communities in which we work, play, learn, live,
and worship. So that we can move out and
create new relationships. So that we invite
people to Christ. Singing, “We need a revival!” May we embrace the challenges and
opportunities that are before us with expectant hope. May we run towards revival.

spec terry read fund by Sean Langdon, Camping Ministries Director
The Northwest SPEC Leadership Team invites supporters of SPEC to donate to the NW
SPEC Terry Read Financial Assistance Fund. This fund helps provide financial support for
campers and staff to attend SPEC who cannot financially afford the entire fee of $795. To
donate to this fund, please mail a check payable to “Community of Christ” to: Sean Langdon, Attn: NW SPEC, 2713 NW Arnold Way, Corvallis OR 97330. If you have questions,
please contact Sean Langdon (425-293-6366, slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org).

Get your news in the next Chinook. Send to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by September 1, 2017.

discipleship NOW cohort
ready to begin practicum
plans

T

by Pam Cress, Mission Center Adult Formation Specialist

he first mission center cohort of Discipleship NOW
just completed the second
year of weekend seminars
in February. Students are now on
their way to planning and preparing
their practicum plans for this coming
year. Among the comprehensive
topics studied have been Mission,
Theology and Practice; Old and
New Testaments; Christian History
and Thought; Community of Christ
Scripture; Community of Christ
Theology;
and the Being, Doing
and Saying
of Disciple
Formation.
Some of the
finest educators and
leaders in the church have shared
in these seminars. John VanDerWalker, Christian Skoorsmith,
Dale Luffman, Susan Oxley, John
Hamer and Robin Linkhart all
generously brought depth and passion in instruction and presence.
This coming year will be filled
with plans for practical application
of all that has been learned now that
the two years of study have been
completed. Students will be prayerfully discerning plans to pursue the
mission of Christ based on their
gifts, sense of calling and vision, and
drawing upon all they have learned.
All plans will pursue some missional
engagement of the five Mission
Initiatives: Invite People to Christ;
Abolish Poverty, End Suffering;
Pursue Peace; Develop Disciples to
Serve and Experience Congregations
in Mission. Participants will engage
in ministry within their congregations or communities, and others will
seek to serve in GPNW ministries.
This diverse and gifted group of

participants will be sharing in many
new ministries in a variety of different settings in the coming year.
Students completing the studies and
now moving into practicum are:
• Ann Brandt—Puyallup
• Bev Burk—Eugene
• Christie Skoorsmith—Woodland Park
• Dan Jackson—Southridge
• Darlene Hudlow—Salem
• Janelle Jegglie—Albany
• Jarom Mills—Salem
• Jo Anthony—
Crystal Springs
• Karolyn Sharp—
Crystal Springs
• Laura Eastham—
Mat-Su Valley
• Rachel Mills—Salem
• Roberta LaHue
Brown—Tuality
• Sandy Slover—Albany
• Stacie Simmons Bates—
Bremerton
• Teresa Taylor—Southridge
• Vanessa Grace—Garden
Grove
Dedicated mentors have participated
along with the participants in their studies
and preparation. First
cohort mentors are:
Judy Luffman, Dave
Polly, Susan Oxley,
Kathy Sharp, Susan
Webber, and Tom
Webber. Please join
these mentors in supporting the students
with your prayers as
they move out in mission!

val
walker
receiving
jwha scholarship

3

moments in

congregational life

3

awards
A seminary paper written by Val Walker, Portland
Pastor, was accepted into the John Whitmer Historical
Association (JWHA) Journal. John Whitmer was considered the first church historian. The title of the paper
is “Briggs and Gurley: Dissent or Discernment” These
two men were early church leaders. Val presented her
paper and received a scholarship during the JWHA conference held September 16-18, 2016, in Kirtland, Ohio.
(See photo above.)
Congratulations to Eugene Congregation for being
awarded the Oregon State
University Extension
Service 2016 Cooperator
Award in November 2016.
(See photo, left.) Eugene
Congregation is an active
host site for many of the
OSU Extension classes
throughout the year, such
as Canning and Master
Gardener.
Outreach International (OI) Representative
Karyle Payne and the Salem Congregation OI
Committee held a raffle for a beautiful scripturetheme quilt that was made and donated by Linda
Fontaine and her daughter, Cindy Weaver
(Tuality Congregation). Eric Lasley of Garden
Grove Congregation was the lucky ticket holder!
(See photo, left.) The raffle brought in $325 for
Outreach International. Thanks to all who purchased tickets. You are making a difference!

9
9

family reunion diversity in the mission center

R

by Mary Richardson, Mission Center Music Specialist

eunions are a way of life for many Community of Christ
There is a beautiful, lazy creek that flows through the middle of the
families. They are about community, and we love being
campground. When it is time for the baptismal service, the little
in community. I have had the privilege to attend a family creek is dammed up so there is enough water for the baptism. What
reunion at all three of our mission center campgrounds.
a beautiful sight to behold. Campers, visitors, and friends surround
Samish Island Campground provides a breathtaking view
the creek, standing on the little foot bridge and the banks of the
of the historical Puget Sound, in
creek. As the baptismal prayer is offered
which Lummi Island, Guemes Island,
with the sound of the water rushing by, one
and Bellingham can be seen. Family
becomes aware of the serene and calming
reunion is an active camp, where
presence of the Spirit.
there seems to be something to do for
When one hears the word “remote,” the
everyone. Swimming and canoeing on
tendency is to think, “It’s in the boonies,”
Freestad Lake is a favorite recreational
“it’s rustic”... Camp Remote may be off
event each afternoon, even when some
the main highway by six miles, but the
jellyfish appear. Volleyball and horselittle road, surrounded by a forest that
shoes engage a lot of people either in
takes us to this beautiful campground, has
participation or sitting in lawn chairs
all that a country road may have... except
cheering on the teams. The worships in
the leprechauns. This updated campground
the evenings are inclusive of everyone,
has a nice play area for the kiddos and a
from the little ones who enjoy their
guest minister mary richardson teaching during large circus-like tent for worships! There
focus moment and crafts, to the older
are new quads that sleep dormitory style,
2016 family reunion at lewis river
set who enjoy the messages and superb
and I so appreciate the outdoor lighting and
music.
sidewalks that lead to everywhere. If one needs to get up during the
Last year was my first attending family reunion at Lewis River night, the pathway leads past a small remote cabin with a motion
Campground. What fun that was! Playing on an electronic keylight on the bottom that lights the path.
board first posed a challenge (I am used to a grand piano), but as I
	Each campground and each reunion in the Greater Pacific
got used to it, boy could we sing...Lewis River people, we rocked.
Northwest Mission Center has its own uniqueness and personality
The campfire in the evening was a lot of fun because, of course,
due to its surroundings and the beloved people who are involved
when loud and crazy people are leading it, who wants to stop!
with this very important relational ministry.

SINGLES ministry makes a difference

A

by Sylvia Hancock, Sequim Group

fter fifty comfortable years in the “couples” world, I
	Then I spotted the announcement for the Singles Reunion,
dreaded learning to make my way as a “single” widow
which started me thinking. Since I dreaded being with all those
when my husband Bill died. After losing his assured and couples at the adult and family reunions in an environment which
delightful companionship, I feared loneliness. Except
would just make me miss Bill more than ever, maybe the Singles
for the children, all my extended family
Reunion would be a chance to learn
and almost all of my friends were couples.
from other singles how to make my
Although they reached out to me, connew life more meaningful and satisfystantly being the only single in a group of
ing while I could enjoy the beauty and
couples magnified my sense of loss and
tranquility of Samish Island. I talked
loneliness.
my friend Jacque Chilcott, also a
When a flyer from the mission cenrecent widow, into trying the Singles
ter advertising all the summer reunions
Reunion with me. After several years of
arrived in my mailbox one morning, it
attending Singles reunions and retreats,
brought back many happy memories of the
I am so thankful that I had the courfamily and adult reunions I had attended
age to go that first time. What gifts of
with Bill and our grandchildren. I chuckloving friendship and support we give
led to myself as I thought of Bill’s burning
each other. While we have had inspirsingles at the 2016 spring retreat
passion to somehow beat Glen Fishel at
ing guest ministers, the best part of
the Samish Island Campground horseshoe
“Singles” is our fellowship as we sit
pits. (He never did.) I also remembered our grandchildren spendmaking amazing people out of vegetables, coloring beautiful masing a small fortune at the Herald House store because they wanted
terpieces, or exploring San Juan Island on our “day off.” I
some excuse to have fun with Shaunna Olson, who not only ran
wouldn’t miss it!
the store but also was the lifeguard and campfire song leader.
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Get your news in the next Chinook. Send to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by September 1, 2017.

the advent of music

T

by Mary Richardson, University Place Choral Director, Mission Center Music Specialist

here is a poster in an old German
opera house that says, “Bach gave
us God’s word, Mozart gave us
God’s laughter, Beethovan gave us
God’s fire, God gave us music that we might
pray without words.” At University Place
Congregation this Advent season, God definitely heard the choir praying.
	The choral department of 15 people gave
outstanding ministry. With the first advent
Sunday of Hope, Hymn #156, Be Still, was
chosen for the morning worship. Written by
David Lohman and based on scriptural text
from Psalm 46:10, this hymn is dedicated
to help hasten the day when all of God’s
children, including people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, races, classes,
and abilities, are welcomed with open arms
into the full life of the church. Community
of Christ first became
aware of the song at a
Hymn Society conference, and Community
of Christ Sings is the
first hymnal to publish
this song
	The choir was
invited to sing the
following Saturday
at Charles Wright
Academy, at a
Christmas dinner sponsored by Catholic Community Services on
behalf of Family Housing Network (FHN).
FHN provides temporary housing for homeless families while permanent homes can be
secured. This ensures a stable environment
for those seeking to transition into independent living. University Place helps with this
community service by providing meals and a
place to sleep for a week.
On the second advent Sunday of Joy,
the choir sang the beautiful Christmas
Communion Song written by Susan Naylor
Callaway.
	The third advent Sunday of Peace
brought the choir singing the beautiful hymn
Jerusalem. This is known in the Community
of Christ Sings hymnal as Hymn #380, O
Day of Peace. This beautifully flowing harmony was composed by Sir Charles Hubert
Hastings Parry, an English composer, teacher,
and historian of music. In 1982, Dr. Carl
Pickens Daw, Jr., was asked by the Standing

Commission of Church Music to compose
a text on the theme of peace with an appeal
to use Sir Charles Parry’s tune Jerusalem. In
writing the text, Dr. Daw was drawn to Isaiah
11:6-8, focused on the peaceable kingdom, an
understanding of peace based on the absence
of conflict and shalom, the condition of living
abundantly in harmony and mutual goodwill. Although this hymn affirms that peace
is always God’s gift, it also recognizes the
importance of human responsibility in preparing an environment in which peace can flourish.
	That afternoon, the University Place choir
joined singers from Renton, Rainier Valley
and Auburn congregations, and Carrie House
in Seattle, to sing at Renton’s Christmas Singalong. The mass choir sang a fun jazz piece
of Heard About a Newborn King, an engaging rendition with
the congregation
of Go, Tell It On
the Mountain, and
a powerful When
Emmanuel Has
Come.
Mid-week,
the choir met at
St. Joseph’s hospital for caroling.
Medical staff and
patients walking
their I.V. poles came out of their units to
listen. One little three-year-old girl, whose
father was in a surgical unit, clapped with
glee as we sang Jingle Bells.
	The final advent Sunday of Love brought
us a solo, Some Children See Him, beautifully
sung by Ming (Ruth) Bacon. This song was
written with the perspective that no matter
what nationality, we will see Jesus like ourselves.
Christmas morning brought us to our
final seasonal ministry performance. Peace,
Peace, Peace On Earth, written by Rick and
Sylvia Powell, is a collaboration of two different songs sung simultaneously and demonstrates a harmony guided by God. After
the last hymn was sung, the congregants,
dressed in smiles and Christmas attire, were
serenaded by Mike Clothier and Allison
Richardson singing the postlude with O Holy
Night. As we turned off the lights, we began
our journey into the Epiphany season.

youth camps
2017
elementary
camp genesis @ samish
Boys & girls grades 3-4: June 2-4
camp zarahemla @ lewis river
Boys & girls grades 3-6: July 25-29
kids camp @ remote
Boys & girls grades 3-5: July 30-Aug. 2
camp mungai @ samish
Boys & girls grades 5-6: August 13-17
junior high
jr. high boys camp @ hosmer lake
Boys grades 7-9: July 9-14
jr. high camp @ remote
Boys & girls grades 6-8: July 16-22
camp kluane @ samish
Girls grades 7-9: July 23-29
jr. high girls camp @ lewis river
Girls grades 7-9: July 24-29
camp chimacum @ samish
Boys grades 7-9: July 30-Aug. 5
senior high
caravan trip
Youth grades 10-’17 grads: June 24-July 2
sr. high camp @ remote
Youth grades 9-’17 grads: July 8-15
spectacular
Youth grades 10-’17 grads: July 19-29
camp kimtah @ samish
Youth grades 10-’17 grads: Aug. 6-12

www.cofchrist-gpnw.org/camp
2-for-1 discount

Bring a friend who is new to our youth
camping program and receive a Twofor-One discount!
help staff youth camps this summer

We are seeking volunteers to help staff
our youth camps this summer! Must
be a Registration Children and Youth
Worker (RCYW). Contact Mission
Center Camping Ministries Director
Sean Langdon (slangdon@cofchristgpnw.org, 425-293-6366) to connect
you to a camp.
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Below are recently reported baptisms and confirmations in the GPNW Mission Center:
Angel Grace Alger—Rogue Valley
Richard Solomon Apodaca—Salem
Kailani Zion Canning—Woodland Park
Kaleo Samuel David Canning—Woodland Park
Miyo Kaysie Cox—Tuality
Sierra Allen Morris—Myrtle Point
Caiyan Phillip Chapman Sharp—Crystal Springs
Jessica Sue Strawser—Rogue Valley
Trina Marie Wyldeman—Crystal Springs
far left: trina wyldeman is confirmed on september
18, 2016, by elder sally eales, assisted by evangelist
barbara hawksford
left center: cai chapman sharp is confirmed on
october 23, 2016, by his grandfather, elder lynn
sharp, assisted by his grandfather, elder mark
chapman
left: miyo cox is confirmed on october 30, 2016, by
her grandmother, elder kathleen cox, assisted by
her great aunt, elder jan glass

