9 am—Registration
9:30 am—Opening Worship
10:45 am—Orientation
12 pm—Lunch
2 pm—Business Meeting
5:30 pm—Adjourn

Our conference theme is When God Dreams. In April of this year, Community of Christ
President Steve Veazey challenged us as a body of disciples to look to our future and our
purpose, not only as a denomination, but as disciples and prophetic witnesses of Jesus
Christ. He encouraged us to focus on building communities that embrace our enduring
principles, our mission initiatives, and the experience of becoming spiritually formed in
Christ. As we gather at the most-attended event in our mission center, we have an
opportunity not only to conduct the necessary business of our jurisdiction, but, as
importantly, to imagine… to wonder what it is God dreams about and desires for his
beloved children. (F.Y.I., that’s us!) — Kim Naten, GPNW Mission Center President
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HASHTAG FOR SOCIAL MEDIA
congregation to represent should check in
• Use #whengoddreams when posting about
with Jill Brunette at the registration table after
our 2018 GPNW MC Conference on social methe opening worship.
dia! Using the hashtag categorizes your post to
LUNCH
help us all easily search for them.
• If you purchased the in-house catered lunch
HYMNALS
online, you should have received your lunch
• Lyrics to all hymns are displayed on the big
tickets during registration this morning. If you
screens. Hymnals are available from the Head
do not have your lunch tickets, please visit the
Usher at the gym entrance.
registration table. (See lunch information on
page 27.)
RESTROOMS
• Your lunch ticket will indicate where to pick
• The main restrooms are located downstairs.
up your lunch. Please have your ticket ready
There are two single-stall co-ed restrooms upso that we can help you quickly identify your
stairs. Please leave the upstairs restrooms for
correct lunch option.
those with accessibility issues, for whom go• Aaronic Priesthood will meet on the lower
ing downstairs is difficult.
floor in the double classroom.
• High Priests, Evangelists, Seventy and Bishops
WATER
will meet on the main floor in the library.
• There is a water cooler in the library and one
• Elders will meet on the main floor in the sancin the music room (see map, page 6) . There
tuary.
are two drinking fountains in the hallway by

the street-side entrance. Fill your own water
bottle or use the paper cups provided, but
please no open containers in the gym.

EVALUATIONS
• A Conference evaluation form was distributed
with this packet. Please fill it out after each
session. Please leave evaluations on the registration table before you depart. Your feedback
helps us improve Conference!

CHILD CARE
• Child care is available today for children ages
11 and under, from 9 am to 5:30 pm (or when
the meeting is adjourned). Please pick up your SATURDAY EVENING EVENTS
children during lunch (12-2 pm).
• 6:30-10 pm—Youth grades 8-12 and young
adults to around age 35 are invited to come and
FUNDRAISERS/INFORMATION TABLES
enjoy a hosted dinner and evening of games, fel• Caravan is selling Caravan gear and canteen
lowship, and laughter. To be held at the home of
items (snacks and cold drinks) to support their
Carla and Erik Nilsen (2111 SW Arnold St, Port2019 mission trip to southern California.
land OR 97219) from 6:30-10 pm. Parents of
• Outreach International has a display of Outyouth will be in charge of coordinating transporreach International projects and is selling
tation to and from the event. RSVP on Facebook
items to support these projects.
(www.facebook.com/events/551088222008306) or
• Albany Congregation is selling fleece blankets
contact Erik Nilsen (503-734-5614), Carla Nilsen
and gift bags. All proceeds go to Aid Africa.
(503-473-6764, nilsen6@comcast.net), or Sean
• Garden Grove Congregation is selling coffee
Langdon (425-293-6366, slangdon@cofchristand treats to support their outreach projects.
gpnw.org). (See page 62.)
ALTERNATES CHECK IN FOR ASSIGNMENT • 2 am Sunday—Daylight Savings Time ends.
• Alternates who have not yet been assigned a

MICHELE MCGRATH
Director of Finance,
Counselor to the Presiding
Bishop
Michele McGrath is a member
of the Presiding Bishopric,
Director of Finance, and
Controller for Canada. She holds the priesthood
office of bishop.
Michele has served in the Southern
California USA Mission Center, Southwest
International Mission Center, and the Northeast
USA Mission Field.
She worked as an audit manager for Eadie
and Payne, Redlands, California; Chief Financial
Officer for Yeager Skanska, Riverside, California;
and Controller in the dairy division of Rockview
Farms, Downey, California.
A native of California, Michele received a
Bachelor of Science in accounting from California
State University, San Bernardino, California; and
a Master of Arts in Christian ministry from
Community of Christ Seminary, Independence,
Missouri.

BILL MCFARLIN
Mission Support Leader
William E. McFarlin is a
bishop and serves as field
support minister for the
Western USA Mission Field.
His past assignments include
USA Field administrative support minister,
financial officer for Greater Pacific Northwest
USA and Inland West USA mission centers,
Greater Pacific Northwest USA Mission Center
President, Pacific Field bishop, Pacific Northwest
Region financial officer, and pastor of the Fort
Collins Congregation in Colorado. Bill’s
ministerial passion focuses on the connection
between discipleship, stewardship, mission, and
spirituality.
Bill was born and raised in Clinton, Iowa.
His undergraduate education was at Graceland
College. He received a doctorate from Palmer
College of Chiropractic and a Master of Arts in
Christian ministry from Community of Christ
Seminary. Bill is married to Beth, and they have
two adult children. Bill and Beth live in
Vancouver, Washington. His hobbies include
technology and glass fusing.

Prelude ...................................................................................................................... Mary Richardson
Praise Songs ............................................................................................................................... Congregation
God, We Gather as Your People (CCS 274)
God Is Calling (CCS 172)
Flag Ceremony and Reading .............................................................................. Emily and Andrew Nilsen
Praise Song: Great and Marvelous Are Thy Works (CCS 118)................................................... Congregation
Welcome, Announcements, and Call to Worship ........................................................... Deborah Towner
*Hymn: The Love of God (CCS 210) ............................................................................................. Congregation
*Invocation ............................................................................................................................... David Harrison
*Response ......................................................................................................................... Mary Richardson
Spiritual Practice: When God Dreams .................................................................................. Deborah Towner

Hymn: O God of Vision (CCS 78) ................................................................................................. Congregation
Prayer of Blessing ......................................................................................................................... David Brock
Piano Response ......................................................................................................... Mary Richardson
A Disciple’s Generous Response ............................................................................................. Bill McFarlin
Invitation to God’s Love .................................................................................................................Kim Naten
*Hymn: Rain Down (CCS 260) .................................................................................................... Congregation
*Recessional .......................................................................................................................... Mary Richardson

*Congregation stands if able
CCS=Community of Christ Sings Hymnal
Presider ........................................................................................................................................ Deborah Towner
Lead Musician/Pianist: ............................................................................................................... Mary Richardson
Bagpipe: .................................................................................................................................Christian Skoorsmith
Drums: .............................................................................................................................................Tom Needham
Flag Ceremony Coordinator: ........................................................................................................... Sean Langdon
Head Usher ..................................................................................................................................... David Poynter
Break—Delegate Orientation convenes promptly at 10:45 am.
Please fill out your Evaluation Form for the Opening Worship.

Prelude ................................................................................................................................... Sandy Johnsen
Welcome, Introductions, and Announcements ..................................................................... Kim Naten
*Hymn: God of All Time (CCS 270) ........................................................................................ Congregation
*Invocation ................................................................................................................................ Katrina Petz
*Piano Response ....................................................................................................... Sandy Johnsen

Delegate Orientation ........................................................................................... Kim Naten, pages 10-12
Hymn: Let Us Sing a Worldwide Anthem (CCS 323) ............................................................. Congregation
Mission Center Financial Officer’s Annual Report ................................ Steve Pomeroy, pages 13-17
Presentation and Review of 2018 Financial Reports, Proposed
2019 Congregational Allocations, Proposed 2019 Mission Center
Operating/Missional Budget, and Internal Audit Report of 2017 ....... Steve Pomeroy, pages 18-24
Process for Nomination and Election of 2019 World Conference Delegates ................... Kim Naten
INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS
Replenish Alaska Travel Fund ............................................................. Steve Pomeroy, page 25
Combination of Alaska Ministry Funds ............................................. Steve Pomeroy, page 26

*Hymn: Summoned by the God Who Made Us (CCS 330) ..................................................... Congregation
*Benediction ............................................................................................................................ Allen Warner
*Response .................................................................................................................. Sandy Johnsen
*Congregation stands if possible
CCS=Community of Christ Sings Hymnal
Lead Musician/Pianist ............................................................................................................... Sandy Johnsen
Head Usher ................................................................................................................................ David Poynter
Presider ............................................................................................................................................ Kim Naten
Lunch Break—Business Meeting convenes promptly at 2 pm.
Please fill out your Evaluation Form for the Delegate Orientation.
•
•
•
•
•
•

All: Lunch on your own or catered lunch for those with meal tickets.
Parents: Please pick up your child promptly from child care for lunch.
Aaronic Priesthood: Meeting is in the double classroom on the lower floor. If you ordered a catered lunch, your meal ticket will indicate where to pick it up.
High Priests, Evangelists, Seventy & Bishops: Meeting is in the library on the main floor. If you
ordered a catered lunch, your meal ticket will indicate where to pick it up.
Elders: Meeting is in the sanctuary on the main floor. If you ordered a catered lunch, your meal
ticket will indicate where to pick it up.
All: Take this time to check out the fundraising and informational tables in the Music Room!

COMMUNITY OF CHRIST
Greater Pacific Northwest Mission Center
GUIDELINES AND OPERATING
PROCEDURES
January 1, 2004
VII. MISSION CENTER CONFERENCES
A. Delegates—The Greater Pacific Northwest
(GPNW) Mission Center is organized to hold
Mission Center business sessions at the
Mission Center Conferences. The Mission
Center Conference is a delegate conference.
Everyone is invited to attend the conference,
but only delegates will be granted voice and
vote during legislative sessions. Delegates will
be assigned by the following formula based on
membership:
• Category A (congregations fewer than 60)
will have two delegates.
• Category B (congregations 60 to 119) will
have four delegates.
• Category C (congregations greater than 120
to 239) will have six delegates.
• Category D (congregations greater than
240 to 479) will have eight delegates
• Category E (congregations greater than
480) will have ten delegates
• Mission center field staff and council will
be ex officio delegates to the Mission
Center Conference.
Delegates are chosen by the congregations,
each delegate having voice and vote at the
business sessions. Congregations also elect
alternate delegates to serve in the event their
elected delegates are not able to attend the
conference. All Conference attendees may
attend the business session, but only delegates
have voice and vote. Normally, delegates are
advised two weeks in advance of matters to be
brought before the Conference.
B. Mission Center Business Items—The purpose
of Conferences is to conduct the business of
the GPNW Mission Center and invite all
members and friends connected with the

Mission Center to gather for worship,
conferring, encouragement, challenge and
fellowship. The focus is to help congregations
and individuals fulfill their Christian calling.
The agenda will include worship, legislative
sessions, committee meetings, campground
Association meetings, classes and training,
and fellowship. Legislative sessions will
primarily focus on approving the budget,
sustaining officers, handling legislative items
and approving priesthood calls to the offices
of Bishop, Evangelist, High Priest, and
Seventy.
C. World Conference Issues—Delegates to
World Conference are elected at the Mission
Center Conference. Normally, candidates are
listed by congregation on the election ballot.
Mission Center business sessions also may
approve legislation for presentation to the
World Conference. Only delegates have voice
and vote when these issues are presented at
the Mission Center Conference.
____________________________________________

ELECTION OF WORLD CONFERENCE
DELEGATES
Delegates to the 2019 World Conference
will be elected by written ballot. We will elect 81
Delegates for World Conference. In electing
delegates, a plurality vote is considered sufficient
for election, with the alternates being ranked
according to the number of votes each received.
Delegates/alternates should be members in
good standing with their membership recorded in
the mission center. When voting, please make an
effort to elect delegates/ alternates that represent
the diversity of the mission center membership.
Votes will be counted the week after
Mission Center Conference, and those elected will
be notified. The mission center will submit
delegate names to World Church. Those elected
will need to do their own registration for World
Conference.

•

A main motion must be moved, seconded,
and stated by the Chair before it can be
discussed.

prevailing side of the decision).
•

If you think that a matter introduced is not
germane to the matter at hand, a question of
order may be raised.

•

Nominations are not seconded, only motions
are seconded.

•

If you approve the motion as it is, vote for it.

•

If you disapprove the motion entirely, vote
against it.

•

If you approve the idea of the motion, but
LEGISLATIVE, ADMINISTRATIVE AND
want to change it in some manner, move to
amend it by adding, deleting, or striking out a JUDICIAL FUNCTIONS
“No legislative body (i.e. Mission Center
word, phrase, or section with a proposed
Conference) can rightfully take to itself
substitute for it.
administrative or judicial functions, such as
If you want competent advice to help you to
initiating calls to priesthood (clearly an
make your decision, move to refer the motion administrative function) or trying a church
to an appropriate person or committee with
member accused of transgression (a judicial
instructions to report back.
function).” Rules and Resolutions, Herald House,
1980, p. 14.
If you feel that they can handle it better than

•

•

the assembly, move to refer the motion to a
committee with power to act.
•

If you think that the assembly should not act
on the motion, move that it lay on the table.

•

If you want time to think the motion over,
move that consideration be deferred to a
certain time.

•

If you think that further discussion is
unnecessary, move the previous question with
“I call for the question.” A two-thirds vote is
required to end debate, while the motion itself
is undebatable.

•

If you think that the assembly should give
further consideration to a motion referred to a
committee, move that the motion be recalled.

•

If you think that the assembly should give
further consideration to a matter already
voted on, move that it be reconsidered. (This
can be done only by persons who voted on the

REFRAINING FROM ATTACKING A
MEMBER'S MOTIVES
“When a question is pending, a member
can condemn the nature of likely consequences of
the proposed measure in strong terms, but he/she
must avoid personalities, and under no
circumstances can he/she attack or question the
motives of another member...” Robert's Rules of
Order (Revised), Scott, Foreman & Co., 1970, p. 331.

August 2018
Membership

MC Conference
Delegates

Albany, OR

76

4

Auburn, WA
Bend, OR
Bremerton, WA
Cottage Grove, OR
Cowlitz Valley, WA
Crystal Springs, WA
East Wenatchee, WA
Ellensburg, WA
Eugene, OR
Fairbanks, AK
Garden Grove, WA
Highland Park, WA
Mat-Su Valley, AK
Mossyrock, WA
Myrtle Point, OR
Neilton, WA
Portland, OR
Puyallup, WA
Rainier Valley, WA
Redmond, OR
Renton, WA
Rogue Valley, OR
Roseburg, OR
Salem, OR
Samish, WA
Sequim, WA
Southridge, WA
Tuality, OR
University Place, WA
Woodland Park, WA
Yakima Valley, WA
MC Council & Paid Ministerial Staff
Total

215
166
134
47
122
390
34
44
243
70
128
127
21
5
64
20
560
216
81
77
214
133
54
149
85
6
176
153
226
152
73

6
6
6
2
6
8
2
2
8
4
6
6
2
2
4
2
10
6
4
4
6
6
2
6
4
2
6
6
6
6
4
15
169

GPNW Congregation

Delegate Formula:
Membership < 60=2, 60-119=4, 120-239=6, 240-480=8, > 480=10

Stewardship as the response to the ministry of Christ is more than individual giving. It includes the
generosity of congregations and jurisdictions that give to worldwide ministries of the church to
strengthen community in Christ in all nations. Sharing for the common good is the spirit of Zion. —
Community of Christ Doctrine and Covenants Section 165:2e-f

The definition and call to human stewardship
in response to divine generosity has been shared
with us since the very dawn of creation. The passage above, presented to the church in 2016, emphasizes the need to see our stewardship efforts
as part of a much bigger picture—what we do
impacts far more than our own local congregation.
Over the last several years, we have seen that
expressed missionally in many settings throughout the Greater Pacific Northwest. In more recent
months, we have seen those expressions extend
to opening our buildings to other groups, blending together into to new worship communities
strengthened by the assets of unneeded properties, and even digging into our financial resources to support the World Church, the Mission Center, campgrounds, and ecumenical endeavors.
“Sharing for the common good is the spirit of
Zion.” We are more fully understanding and living that concept and experiencing that wonderful
spirit as we look at where we have been and
glimpse a little of what is to come. Sharing for the
common good is the focus of much that is in this
report. May you sense that “spirit of Zion” in
your reading of this review.

PROPOSED 2019 BUDGET
The proposed 2019 mission center budget
presented for your consideration this conference
weekend has gone through a significant refining
process over the past few months. Changes have
been carefully considered on every level.

Through work with the Mission Center Leadership Team and Council, the budget has been
molded into its present form. It calls for a small
(2%) increase over the 2018 budget and yet now
embraces funding for a full-time Mission Center
Financial Officer. If you have not yet had the opportunity to review the budget, it can be found
with accompanying explanations on pages 22-23.

ALLOCATIONS
Proposed allocations for 2019 also call for a
2% increase over the 2018 level. As of this writing, nearly all congregations have paid the full
amount of, or significant portions of, their allocation for 2018. I look forward to sharing an even
more positive report with you when we gather in
November. THANK YOU for continuing to support our work together!

CONTRIBUTIONS TO MISSION CENTER
The work of the mission center is funded in
multiple ways. One that is specifically open to all
of us is referred to as “Individual generosity.”
These contributions are an important part of the
overall budget of the mission center and support
our shared mission and ministries across Alaska,
Oregon, and Washington. Your generous contributions as part of your ongoing discipleship help
connect you with ministries that send kids to
camps; provide learning opportunities for leaders, members, and friends; and support leaders
across the mission center.
Our 2018 budget projected income of $36,750
from individual generosity; giving in this way is

slightly above the pace necessary to reach this
projected goal. The goal for 2019 will remain at
the same level as this year. You can express your
support of the ongoing ministries and services of
your mission center by using one or more of
these different opportunities for giving:
1. Designate the mission center on the left side
of your offering envelope or on your check as
part of your contributions through your congregation.
2. Set up an account through e-tithing, the
church’s online giving process. This system
will offer changes beginning in January 2019,
and for many congregations that have chosen
an expanded version of e-tithing, users will
have a wider selection of options into which
to direct their contributions. Check out the
details, instructional videos, and opportunities at: www.cofchrist.org/eTithing-FAQ, or
call 816-833-1000, ext. 1391 for assistance.
3. Send a check (made out to “Community of
Christ”) directly to the Mission Center Finance Office (P.O. Box 69227, Renton WA
98058).
4. Click the “Give” button near the top of the
GPNW website (www.cofchrist-gpnw.org) to
give via PayPal (no PayPal account required).
5. Contribute during the designated worship
services at this Mission Center Conference.
Thanks again for your generosity and willingness to share in our common efforts to share the
call to mission in the Greater Pacific Northwest.

all benefitted from the generosity of congregations such as Albany, Crystal Springs, Fairbanks, Portland, Renton, University Place and
Woodland Park. We are grateful for their ongoing congregational generosity that supports our
collective mission and ministries.
As of this writing, it appears that we will not
meet the projected goal for this income source in
2018. The budget line item for Congregational
Generosity was set at $20,000 for this year and
will continue at the same level in 2019. That
means that there is need for other congregations
to join in this effort; there is still time for congregations to share in this opportunity for 2018. If
your congregation has been blessed with additional financial capacity, please consider sharing
a gift of any size in support of other congregations of the mission center by contributing
through the Congregational Generosity budget
income line.

INTERNATIONAL CHURCH GIVING

The 2017 GPNW Mission Center Conference
passed a resolution to provide a contribution of
$10,000 in support of World Church Mission
Tithes and the Bridge of Hope. During the last
quarter of that year, Puyallup Congregation
offered a matching challenge program to inspire
additional contributions to World Church needs
that would continue through 2018. The congregation offered to match $10,000 given by one congregation, or a combination of congregations, for
each of five quarters. This challenge served as a
CONGREGATIONAL GENEROSITY
wonderful catalyst and will result in total contriFor the past few years, the mission center
butions of approximately $170,000 of supporting
budget has included an income line for contribu- generosity to World Church from the congregations from congregations that have additional in- tions of the Greater Pacific Northwest. As we
come and resources that are not factored into the have shared in this way, we fully recognize that
allocation formula (e.g., rental income and/or in- we are all one body and we all suffer when any
vestment earnings). Throughout 2018, we have
one portion suffers; and, when we expand our vi-

sion of how our contributions can support the
worldwide mission of the church, it lifts us all.
Well done, my faithfully generous brothers and
sisters!

and the audit details are available on the Mission
Center Conference page of the mission center
website (www.cofchrist-gpnw.org/conference).

ALASKA TRAVEL FUND
OPERATING INVESTMENT FUND (OIF)

The Alaska Travel Fund continues to be a viThe OIF is a key part of our mission center’s tal link in providing access to conferences,
financial structure. It is a financial reservoir from camps, SPEC, reunions, and learning opportuniwhich we draw support for the operating misties for GPNW members in Alaska and for those
sion of GPNW. It also provides funding, at the
GPNW ministers travelling to share ministry in
body’s discretion, for such extra-budgetary mis- Alaska. Conference action in 2014 replenished
sional elements as the Alaska Travel Fund, as
the fund and required a report on its viability to
well as funding possible church expansion, the
last year’s conference. In my 2017 report, I reccost of maintaining and selling mission center
ommended that another replenishment resoluproperties (and, when required, congregational
tion be considered by the 2018 Mission Center
properties), and Operating Reserves. The compo- Conference in preparation for the additional
sition of the Operating Investment Fund (OIF), as travel costs related to World Conference 2019
of December 31, 2017, can be found on the
and other future travel needs. That resolution
bottom of the proposed budget.
will be presented
(See page 22.)
to this Conference
The OIF is a foundational
and calls for an
tool in mission center budgetadditional $30,000
ing. To help ensure the fund’s
to be added to the
sustainability into the future,
fund. See the dewe are using a five-year rolling
tails of the resoluaverage for the balance of the
tion on page 25 of
fund. Unrealized real estate eqthe conference
uity balances were removed
bulletin.
from the fund for the 2018 budgeting process.
This means a significant reduction in our budget- ALASKA MINISTRY FUNDS
ing asset base. Greater than expected earnings on
Three Alaska ministry funds are carried on
the investment base of the fund in 2017 have
our GPNW Chart of Accounts; two of those still
helped to close that gap as we look at the 2019
hold minimal dollars but are no longer active.
budget. This allows us to take a smaller draw on The Alaska Project Fund and the Alaska Exploraour investments and move positively towards
tion Fund were established and funded for spethe recommended 4% investment draw goal.
cific purposes that have ended. The Alaska Mission Fund serves an active, ongoing role in
2017 AUDIT
providing Alaska ministry. A resolution before
GPNW received a positive audit report for
this Conference seeks to combine the three funds
2017. The summary letter is included on page 24,

into the Alaska Mission Fund. See the details of
the resolution on page 26.

REAL ESTATE
The Bellevue (WA) property continues to remain an unrealized real estate asset. An offer to
purchase the property has been accepted; however, due to continuing difficulties in reaching
agreement with the City of Bellevue on sewer,
water, and access issues, the potential purchaser
has asked for extensions of the earnest money
agreement to continue to work these issues with
the city. We remain hopeful that sale of this
property may be accomplished before the end of
2018 or in early 2019. We are grateful to Field
Support Minister Bill McFarlin for continuing to
shepherd this process on behalf of the mission
center.
Sale of the Selah (WA) church facility was finalized in October. After reimbursement to
GPNW of costs incurred in marketing the property, the disposition of the net proceeds was carried out in accordance with terms agreed upon
between Yakima Valley Congregation and the
Presiding Bishopric.
The Woodburn (OR) church facility has been
on the market for nearly two years with little serious interest. The property was listed with a
new firm in April, but interest and able buyers in
that area do not appear to be plentiful. Recent inquiries provide some hopeful possibilities to be
explored. Fortunately, we are blessed with tenants who care for the building and whose rent
covers all necessary property expenses.

nearly $90,000, as approved by Conference resolution last year, were added to the principal of
the loan during 2018. For a detailed report on the
project, see page 51.

BOLD MOVES GRANTS
Action by the 2016 GPNW Conference reaffirmed Bold Moves Grants as an integral tool of
mission, reduced its annual ceiling to $10,000
(from $25,000), and moved it into the regular
budgeting process beginning in 2018. To date,
only three grant applications have been received,
requesting a minimal amount of funds. Based on
this pattern, the annual ceiling for grants under
Bold Moves has been set at $7,500 for 2019.

GOSPEL WAGON
The Gospel Wagon trailer has been residing
for some time in the trees at Lewis River
Campground with its contents suffering from
disuse. Thanks to the leadership of Christie Ostendorp, the salvageable contents have been
cleaned and restored and put in proper storage.
They are available for use by all congregations
and campgrounds, and I would encourage any
interested parties to contact Christie to arrange
usage of the materials.

EVENT ASSISTANTS

The many financial transactions related to
camps, reunions, retreats, and other mission center events are made infinitely more efficient by
some very important people. Gerrie King,
(Camp Remote), John VanDerWalker (Samish
Island Campground), and Karen Sundstrom
BEND LOAN UPDATE
(Lewis River Campground) have served wonderThe balance of the loan will be approximately fully as Event Assistants for the Mission Center
$460,000 at the end of this year, with a continuing Financial Officer again in 2018, and I want to exinterest rate of 6%. Additional costs for Phase III press my gratitude for their efforts on behalf of
of the ongoing development process totaling
us all. Thanks so much for all that you do!

I can’t step aside without telling you something that many of you already know: Jill BruOur campgrounds continue to serve a vital
role in mission, outreach, and community. They nette is amazing! She handles tasks in so many
are led by dedicated managers and board mem- areas with the greatest of efficiency and care—
because she cares. I will be forever indebted to
bers who give generously of their time and talher for making the regular and unexpected tasks
ents to handle the myriad of challenges and issues that few of us even imagine when we enjoy seem routine and even enjoyable. She has bethe beauty and joy of the times we spend in com- come a good friend and has been great fun to
munity there. I appreciate their willingness to do work alongside! She is a true blessing for all of
us!
the hard work that is always necessary.
It has also been a wonderful experience to
work with our own “MCFO Emeritus,” Bill
MISSION CENTER COUNCIL
McFarlin. He has so openly shared his wisdom,
The Mission Center Council has been called
upon to share their wisdom, insight and experi- insight, expertise, and understanding as we have
looked at so many issues and situations, and I
ence on a number of issues in 2018. Each time,
they have responded in ways that have not only have totally benefitted from his guidance and
companionship.
dealt with immediate issues, but also offered
In closing, I am reminded of the words of
strategic thinking that is helpful in gauging and
planning the future. Members of the Council are Danny Belrose in the hymn, Can We Calculate
now included in meetings of the expanded Mis- Our Giving (CCS 617):
God’s community is living far beyond our
sion Center Staff and invited to add their voices
walls of faith. Every tithe that serves creation
to the important conversations that shape and
will be valued in its place. Be it home or global
guide as we move forward. We are particularly
mission, any cause that strengthens worth will
blessed to have this Council fully engaged and
be honored in our giving as a blessing for
offering their service to the mission center.
God’s earth.*
May our every effort be a blessing for God’s
THANK YOU
earth. It is my hope that sharing for the common
As I begin to bring my service as Financial
good and building that spirit of Zion will continOfficer to a close, there are not enough pages in
ue to guide us as we take each step into whatever
this Conference bulletin to adequately thank all
of those who have been so supportive and won- future God dreams for us.
derful on this journey. I would be greatly remiss
With thankfulness we are One in Christ,
if I did not, however, express my special gratitude to all of our congregational financial officers, event directors, Mission Center Council and Steve Pomeroy
staff, and the Mission Center Leadership Team. It Greater Pacific Northwest USA Mission Center
Financial Officer
has been a huge help and a great comfort to
know that so much of the welfare of this large
*Belrose, Danny A., Can We Calculate Our Giving. Danny A.
community is in your hands.

CAMPGROUNDS

Belrose, 2002. Used with permission.

12/31/2016 Audited 12/31/2017 Audited 6/30/2018 Provisional
ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS (C.A.)
10200
Checking Account--Main
10201
Checking--Event
10202
Checkcard
10203
PayPal
10505
Investment--W/C AIP-A
C.A./ NOTES RECEIVABLE
10875
Bend loan
C.A./ PROPERTY ACCTS RECEIVABLE (A/R)
11020
Bellevue
C.A./ ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE (A/R)
12011
A/R Other
12120
A/R CWM Camp Share
12130
Suspense
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS
FIXED ASSETS
16403
Bellevue Property
16410
Vehicle
TOTAL FIXED ASSETS
TOTAL ASSETS

$22,831.80
$13,198.78
$961.08
$2,073.36
$3,172,852.03

$36,723.67
$5,204.06
$1,782.16
$1,134.75
$3,619,150.13

$34,183.28
$14,653.51
$3,657.13
$1,918.89
$3,469,150.13

$280,081.80

$317,812.71

$364,658.96

$134,471.91

$93,037.30

$101,392.38

$0.00
$(2,535.00)

$6,687.76
$0.00

$3,623,935.76

$4,081,532.54

$5,433.50
$0.00
$3,995,047.78

$500,000.00
$500,000.00

$500,000.00
$6,695.00
$506,695.00

$500,000.00
$6,695.00
$506,695.00

$4,123,935.76

$4,588,227.54

$4,501,742.78

12/31/2016 Audited 12/31/2017 Audited 6/30/2018 Provisional
LIABILITIES
TOTAL LIABILITIES
NET ASSETS / FUND EQUITIES
31000
Operating Fund
33200
Prepaid Allocations
33300
Bold Moves Grants
33400
Alaska Travel Fund
33410
Alaska Project Fund
33420
Alaska Exploration Fund
33430
Alaska Mission Fund
33500
Event & Activity Operation
33570
NW Singles Ministries
33571
Singles Endowment
33572
Discipleship Now
33573
Leadership Dev
33574
Peace & Justice Ministries
33576
Fine Arts Retreat
33577
Young Adults
33580
Youth Caravan
33610
Youth Ministries
33620
Spectacular
33700
Youth Minister
36630
Unrealized Property Gains
36640
Equity In Notes Rec
37050
Activity Assistance
37060
Act Assistance-Camp Kimtah
37070
Act Assistance-Camp Chimacum
37090
MC Administrative
RESERVE FUNDS
37711
Reserve for Subseq Year
37712
Furn & Equip Reserves
37750
Operating Reserves
AGENCY FUNDS
38810
NW Evangelists
38812
Western Field
38813
Gospel Wagon
38814
Vehicle
38815
Ellensburg Payroll
38816
Portland Fund
38842
Property Management
38843
Sequim
38881
Operating Investment Fund
TOTAL NET ASSETS/FUND EQUITIES
TOTAL LIABILITIES/FUND EQUITIES

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$32,523.70
$2,396.40
$1,062.80
$36,793.63
0.00
$3,651.85
$13,677.35
$9,191.49
$31,442.95
$8,125.77
$772.32
0.00
$5,018.00
$1,130.20
$0.00$741.14
$500,000.00
$280,081.80
$19,028.83
$170.30
$4,409.74
$3,965.35

$50,104.69
$1,356.00
$9,130.47
$22,030.20
$2,729.40
$1,215.80
$38,663.63
$0.00
$2,332.32
$15,648.35
$8,327.28
$39,112.24
$9,296.77
$268.11
$(719.44)
$4,940.70
$1,832.04
$808.28
$0.00
$500,000.00
$317,812.71
$21,771.83
$195.30
$5,045.74
$2,248.35

$93,247.12
$0.00
$8,396.31
$17,277.69
$2,729.40
$1,215.80
$35,663.63
$23,410.53
$2 ,848.61
$15,648.35
$8,271.60
$33,687.31
$9,296.77
$268.11
$(1,029.32)
$6,341.97
$1,832.04
$3,668.28
$0.00$500,000.00
$327,628.96
$21,771.83
$195.30
$5,045.74
$774.35

$69,736.15
$48,706.04
$107,825.00

$23,066.15
$48,370.36
$121,639.00

$50,979.15
$48,370.36
$118,625.00

$1,626.30
$1,781.38
$5,308.23

$1,860.30
$1,303.27
$6,605.48
$(876.50)
$192.00
$0.00
$21,755.90
$621.83
$3,309,538.98
$4,588,227.54
$4,588,227.54

$1,860.30
$958.28
$6,530.54
$(902.75)
$192.00
$0.00
$19,583.23
$621.83
$3,126,734.46
$4,501,742.78
$4,501,742.78

$192.00
$153.70
$22,585.51
$543.83
$2,911,294.00
$4,123,935.76
$4,123,935.76

GPNW
Congregation
Albany
Auburn
Bend
Bremerton
Cottage Grove
Cowlitz Valley
Crystal Springs
East Wenatchee
Ellensburg
Eugene
Fairbanks
Garden Grove
Highland Park
Mat-Su Valley
Mossyrock
Myrtle Point
Neilton
Portland
Puyallup
Rainier Valley
Redmond
Renton
Rogue Valley
Roseburg
Salem
Samish
Southridge
Tuality
University Place
Woodland Park
Yakima Valley
Totals

2019
Allocation
$3,055
$8,393
$3,815
$3,875
$1,934
$4,323
$6,350
$1,745
$1,938
$9,098
$1,756
$4,467
$2,629
$1,240
$323
$1,829
$1,095
$8,997
$5,062
$2,865
$5,543
$7,569
$4,144
$1,163
$6,398
$4,713
$8,155
$6,025
$6,369
$5,939
$3,154
$133,960

2018
Allocation
$3,045
$7,657
$4,060
$3,532
$2,047
$3,939
$6,383
$1,609
$2,153
$8,984
$1,951
$4,156
$2,479
$1,356
$0
$2,032
$1,014
$8,485
$5,513
$2,627
$5,939
$7,109
$4,427
$1,121
$5,862
$4,864
$8,654
$5,511
$5,818
$5,502
$3,505
$131,334

Total Allocations for 2019:
Total 2017 contributions to Congregational Ministries:
Total number of 2017 local contributor units:

$ Variance
with 2018
$10
$736
($245)
$343
($113)
$384
($33)
$136
($215)
$114
($195)
$311
$150
($116)
$323
($203)
$81
$512
($451)
$238
($396)
$460
($283)
$42
$536
($151)
($499)
$514
$551
$437
($351)
$2,626

% Variance
with 2018
0.3%
9.6%
-6.0%
9.7%
-5.5%
9.7%
-0.5%
8.5%
-10.0%
1.3%
-10.0%
7.5%
6.0%
-8.6%
-10.0%
8.0%
6.0%
-8.2%
9.1%
-6.7%
6.5%
-6.4%
3.7%
9.1%
-3.1%
-5.8%
9.3%
9.5%
7.9%
-10.0%
2.0%
$133,960
$599,255
500

The allocation computation uses two primary
factors:
1. Total Congregational Ministries contributions
(purpose codes 100)
2. Total number of Contributor Units for
congregational contributions. A single person
or married couple counts as 1 unit.
• Congregations that receive the most
contributions and have the most contributor
units will have the highest allocation.
• The allocation formula is designed to help
determine a congregation’s ability to pay and
reflects their collective generosity.
• There is no perfect formula; however, we
continue to strive for an equitable approach.
Criteria and rationale for the formula:
• The data used to compute the allocations is
from the church’s computerized database,
Shelby.
• The allocations are based only on the
immediate past year’s contributions because it
is a more current reflection of the
congregation’s contributor composition.

•

•

•

•

It does not drag multiple years of historical
data forward because previous formulae
included “stale” data and did not reduce
fluctuations in allocations between years as
much as hoped.
Half of the allocation is based only on
Congregational Ministries (purpose codes 100)
contributions, not mission center or World
Church contributions, because congregational
contributions more accurately reflect the giving
strength locally.
The other half of the allocation is based on the
number of congregational contributor units
who contribute more than $100 during the year.
A “ceiling” and “floor” of 10% (more or less
than the previous year’s allocation) are
included in the process because this is a way to
directly limit fluctuations year to year and
make budgeting for congregations more
predictable.

Questions? Contact Mission Center Financial
Officer Steve Pomeroy (spomeroy@cofchristgpnw.org, 425-457-0739).

•
•
•

Total proposed allocations for 2019: ................................................................................................. $133,960
Total 2017 contributions to Congregational Ministries: ................................................................ $599,255
Total number of 2017 local contributor units: ........................................................................................... 500
Hypothetical Example Using Congregation X: Assume total annual GPNW congregational allocations are
$100,000, total GPNW member contributions were $1,000,000, and total number of GPNW contributor units
was 1,000.
• The first half of the total GPNW combined congregational allocation is based on Congregational Ministries contributions (purpose codes 100) during 2017 (most recent completed year) —$50,000 (1/2 of
$100,000).
• Congregation X had annual local contributions of $80,000, which is 8% of the total GPNW member contributions ($80,000/$1,000,000).
• Congregation X’s part of this half of the allocation would be 8% of $50,000, or $4,000.
• The second half of the total allocation ($50,000, 1/2 of $100,000) is based on the number of congregational contributor units to Congregational Ministries during 2017.
• Congregation X had 24 contributor units, which is 2.4% of the total GPNW contributor units (24/1,000).
• Their part of this half of the allocation would be 2.4% of $50,000, or $1,200.
• Congregation X’s total allocation for 2019 would then be $4,000 + $1,200, or $5,200.
Final Considerations: If Congregation X’s computed allocation for 2019 is more than 10% higher than their
2018 allocation, their 2019 allocation will be limited to a 10% increase. If Congregation X’s computed allocation for 2019 drops by more than 10% compared with their 2018 allocation, their 2019 allocation will be limited to a 10% decrease.

Description
2017 Audited 2018 Budget 6/30/18 Actuals 2019 Budget % of Budget Var w/2018
INCOME
Congregational Allocations
$126,487
$131,334
$79,685
$133,960
27.5%
2.0%
Operating & Youth Contributions
$35,158
$36,750
$21,859
$36,750
7.6%
0.0%
Youth Minister Fund Draw
$741
$0
$0
$0
0.0%
Investment Income
$152,571
$146,846
$73,423
$144,113
29.6%
-1.9%
Additional Investment Draw
$65,986
$102,628
$51,314
$87,014
17.9%
-15.2%
Bend Loan Draw
$7,953
$8,402
$8,402
$9,583
2.0%
14.1%
Expansion Groups/Emerg. Cong.
$1,188
$1,000
$95
$1,000
0.2%
0.0%
Congregational Generosity
$15,902
$20,000
$11,829
$20,000
4.1%
0.0%
Alaska Mission Fund Draw
$3,000
$3,000
$3,000
$3,000
0.6%
0.0%
Youth Ministries Draw
$1,130
$0
$0
$0
0.0%
Administrative Fund Draw
$2,000
$1,474
$1,474
$750
0.2%
-49.1%
Oper. Suplus Carryover
$46,670
$23,066
$23,066
$50,105
10.3%
117.2%
TOTAL INCOME
$458,786
$474,500
$274,147
$486,275
100.0%
2.5%
EXPENSES
MINISTERIAL SUPPORT
Ministerial Staff
$205,204
$221,250
$103,939
$261,000
53.7%
18.0%
Ministry/Home Office Expenses
$30,219
$43,100
$16,707
$45,000
9.3%
4.4%
Alaska Ministry
$1,242
$3,000
$3,000
0.6%
0.0%
Vehicle Reserve
$1,375
$1,375
0.3%
0.0%
TOTAL Ministerial Support
$236,665
$268,725
$120,646
$310,375
63.8%
15.5%
SUPPORT STAFF
$103,412
$112,500
$46,869
$88,500
18.2%
-21.3%
OFFICE ADMINISTRATION
Audit
$1,012
$900
$1,055
$1,000
0.2%
11.1%
Phone/Internet
$4,958
$4,800
$2,386
$4,800
1.0%
0.0%
Copies/Printing
$6,385
$7,700
$4,612
$7,000
1.4%
-9.1%
Supplies
$868
$1,900
$1,109
$1,900
0.4%
0.0%
Technology
$2,115
$3,750
$945
$3,750
0.8%
0.0%
Postage/Mailing Service
$5,016
$7,000
$3,556
$6,500
1.3%
-7.1%
Storage
$0
$1,100
$1,585
$1,300
0.3%
18.2%
Payroll Service Fees
$1,500
$774
$1,500
0.3%
0.0%
Miscellaneous
$2,646
$1,500
$470
$1,500
0.3%
0.0%
Insurance
$2,093
$2,650
$2,407
$2,650
0.5%
0.0%
TOTAL Office Administration
$25,093
$32,800
$18,899
$31,900
6.6%
-2.7%
MISSION SUPPORT
Mission Center Conference
$5,573
$6,700
$0
$6,700
1.4%
0.0%
Spectacular
$9,500
$9,100
$9,100
$9,150
1.9%
0.5%
Camper Support
$14,250
$13,950
$13,950
$14,100
2.9%
1.1%
Caravan
$4,778
$4,625
$4,625
$4,650
1.0%
0.5%
International Youth Forum
$0
$2,000
$2,000
$0
0.0%
0.0%
Youth Ministry Support
$580
$2,000
$1,299
$1,000
0.2%
-50.0%
Leadership Development
$5,407
$6,500
$920
$6,500
1.3%
0.0%
Misc. Mission
$400
$900
$736
$900
0.2%
0.0%
Ecumenical
$1,900
$1,900
$1,900
$2,000
0.4%
5.3%
Peace & Justice Ministries
$100
$900
$800
$1,000
0.2%
11.1%
Bold Moves Grants
$10,000
$10,000
$7,500
1.5%
0.0%
Young Adult Ministries
$1,023
$1,900
$37
$2,000
0.4%
5.3%
TOTAL Mission Support
$43,511
$60,475
$45,367
$55,500
11.4%
-8.2%
CONG. ALLOCATION SUBSIDY
$0
$0
$0
$0
0.0%
TOTAL EXPENSES
$408,681
$474,500
$231,781
$486,275
100.0%
2.5%
NET GAIN/DEFICIT
$50,105
$0
$42,366
$0
Operating Investment Fund (as of 12/31/17)
Operating Invest
$3,309,539
Property Equity
$0
Operating Reserve
$121,639
12/31/2017
$3,431,178
12/31/2016
$3,230,278
12/31/2015
$3,506,386
12/31/2014
$3,834,660
12/31/2013
$4,011,582
5 year average
$3,602,817

•
•
•
•

•

•
•

•

•

•
•

The 2019 budget represents an increase of
2.5% over the 2018 budget.
Congregational Allocations will be increased
by 2%.
Both the Individual Generosity and Congregational Generosity elements are unchanged.
This budget is constructed on an asset base
that does not include unrealized property assets.
The increase in the Bend Loan Draw line item
is attributable to payment of project expense
amounts authorized by the 2017 Mission Center Conference, which have increased the loan
principal.
GPNW Operating surplus for 2017 provides
for $50,105 of support for the 2019 budget.
There have been significant funding changes
for positions in the 2019 budget. The full-time
MCP position is continued. The MCFO position, previously funded at .475 FTE (full-timeequivalent), has been increased to a full-time
(1.0 FTE) position. This change is reflected in
the Ministerial Staff line item of the budget.
The Communications Administrator position
has been reduced from a full-time position to
a half-time (0.5 FTE) position. This change is
reflected in the Support Staff line item of the
budget.
The Ministry/Home Office Expenses line is
slightly increased to support work by additional self-sustaining ministers serving as
Leadership Support Ministers and in other
roles throughout the mission center.
Small salary increases have been budgeted for
2019.
Bold Moves Grants, now a budgetary line
item, has been reduced from $10,000 for 2018
to $7,500 for 2019. This reduction is directly
reflective of the level of applications and requests for funds that has been the pattern in

•

•

•

•

•

recent years. Increased activity in Bold Moves
for 2019 could result in an increase in funds
available for grants in future budgets.
Funding for IYF (International Youth Forum),
which occurs every four years, and Youth
Camping Team Summit, which occurs every
three years, had been added to the 2018 budget. Those events will not occur in 2019, and
funding has been reduced in those line items.
This has allowed some previous reductions to
budgets of various youth and camping program ministries to be partially restored for
2019.
The budgeted amounts for Copies/Printing
and Postage/Mailing Service have been reduced reflective of the previous elimination of
one edition of The Chinook newsletter.
Recommended guidelines set a 4% target
draw amount from the Operating Investment
Fund. It is recognized that the sudden reduction from the previous 6% target will continue
to take time to achieve without major reductions in programming and staff.
Significant changes in projected expenses due
to the expansion of the MCFO position and
limitations on some funding sources will require an additional draw of 2.42% from
GPNW Operating Investment Fund to maintain a sustainable GPNW budget for 2019.
This will result in a total draw of 6.42% for
2019.
We have been blessed with significant earnings on our investments over the past two
years; however, these additional draws are
not a long-term sustainable pattern and continued movement towards the 4% guideline
will require consistent monitoring and difficult conversations and decisions going forward.

REPLENISH ALASKA TRAVEL FUND
Submitted by Greater Pacific Northwest USA Mission Center
WHEREAS, the Alaska Travel Fund was
established with funds provided by Alaska real
estate sales by action of the 2011 Greater Pacific
Northwest (USA) Mission Center Conference to
facilitate ministry with, to and from Alaskans;
and
WHEREAS, the Fund was initially funded
by the Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission
Center with $65,000, with the expectation that it
would be reevaluated after three years; and
WHEREAS, by action of the 2014 Greater
Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center Conference, the Fund was replenished with an additional $30.000 from the Operating Investment Fund;
and
WHEREAS, leadership of the Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) was instructed to reevaluate the viability of the Fund and bring a report to
the annual Mission Center Conference regarding
its use no later than 2017; and
WHEREAS, the Mission Center Financial
Officer’s 2017 report to the Conference confirmed
the continued positive impacts of usage of the
Alaska Travel Fund, noted its declining balance,
and recommended a replenishment of the Fund
be made by action of the 2018 Greater Pacific
Northwest (USA) Mission Center Conference;
therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Greater Pacific
Northwest (USA) Mission Center Conference authorizes additional funding in the amount of
$30,000 from its Operating Investment Fund to
replenish the Alaska Travel Fund; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the Greater Pacific
Northwest (USA) Mission Center leadership
reevaluate the usage and viability of the Fund
and bring a report to the annual Mission Center
Conference no later than 2021.

COMBINATION OF ALASKA MINISTRY FUNDS
Submitted by Greater Pacific Northwest USA Mission Center
WHEREAS, the Alaska Project Fund was
established to support Alaskan Golden Nugget
News, a newsletter communicating church news
to members in Alaska that is no longer produced;
and
WHEREAS, the Alaska Exploration Fund
was established to provide support for previous
mission center and World Church efforts to explore creating stronger relationship and ministry
ties between members in Alaska and the wider
church; and
WHEREAS, the Alaska Mission Fund was
established by the Greater Pacific Northwest
(USA) Mission Center to support mission center
endeavors of ministry and mission in Alaska and
is the primary ongoing budgetary source of support for these efforts; and
WHEREAS, the purpose of all three funds
is to support non-travel related elements of mission and ministry provided by the mission center
to, for, and with its Alaska members; and
WHEREAS, the presence of three funds
on Mission Center financial accounts for one purpose is unnecessary and confusing; therefore be
it

RESOLVED, that the Alaska Project Fund
holdings and the Alaska Exploration Fund holdings be moved into and combined with the Alaska Mission Fund holdings; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the Alaska Mission
Fund continue to serve as the financial and budgetary vehicle to support non-travel related elements of mission and ministry provided by the
Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center
to, for, and with its Alaska members.

Prelude ...................................................................................................................................... Sandy Johnsen
Gathering Hymns:
Prophetic Church, the Future Waits (CCS 362) .................................................................... Congregation
All Are Welcome (CCS 276) .................................................................................................. Congregation
CALL TO ORDER:, Announcements ........................................................................................ Kim Naten
*Hymn: With Gifts That Differ by Your Grace (CCS 328) .................................................. Congregation
*Invocation ........................................................................................................................... Steve Otteson
Approval of Minutes:
November 4, 2017 (Annual Mission Center Conference) ...................... Kim Naten, pages 32-36
REPORTS:
Mission Center President’s Annual Report ................................................. Kim Naten, pages 37-45
2018 Staff and Volunteer Transitions ............................................................................ Kim Naten
2018 Outgoing Staff and Volunteer Ministries:
• Pam Bauer – Samish Island Kitchen Manager
• Sheyne Benedict – OSU Campus Ministries Contact
• Vanessa Grace – Leadership Support Minister
• Vivian and Jerry Nash – Outreach International Advisors – OR
• Susan Powell – Lewis River Campground Board
• Mary Schlenker – Young Adult Ministry Events Co-Coordinator
• Marsha ShortWebb – Leadership Support Minister
• Mike Skoor – Samish Island Campground Board
• Christian Skoorsmith – Leadership Support Minister
• Carol Sleightam – Lewis River Campground Board
2018 Incoming Staff and Volunteer Ministries:
• Tamara Benedict – OSU Campus Ministries Contact
• Bill Campbell – Samish Island Campground Board
• Christine Campbell – Samish Island Campground Board
• Eli Cronbaugh – Lewis River Campground Board
• Elizabeth Else – Leadership Support Minister
• Fae Jackson – Leadership Support Minister
• Bruce Powell – Remote Campground Board
Written Reports ....................................................................................................................... pages 51-60
Bend Congregation Loan Report .......................................................................................... page 51
Bold Moves Grants Report .................................................................................................... page 52
Campground Association Reports: Lewis River, Remote, Samish Island ............ pages 52-53
Camping Ministries Report ............................................................................................ pages 54-55
Caravan Report......................................................................................................................... page 56
Discipleship NOW Report ..................................................................................................... page 57
Orphans Africa Report ..................................................................................................... page 58-59
Spectacular/IYF Report ........................................................................................................... page 60
Referral of Financial Reports to Internal Audit Department............ Steve Pomeroy, pages 18-19
Acceptance of 2017 Audit Report ................................................................... Steve Pomeroy, page 24
*Hymn: Christ, You Call Us All to Service (CCS 357) ............................................................ Congregation

NEW BUSINESS:
Sustaining of Mission Center President .................................................. Michele McGrath, page 46
Sustaining of Mission Center Financial Officer ..................................... Michele McGrath, page 47
Sustaining of Mission Center Invitation Support Minister ................................ Michele McGrath
Sustaining of Mission Center Recorder .............................................................................. Kim Naten
Sustaining of Mission Center Council ......................................................................... Steve Pomeroy
The Council serves as an advisory body to the Mission Center Leadership Team on matters affecting
the core functions of the Mission Center. The following names are submitted for consideration and
approval for 2019:
• Doug Brown – Bishop, Oregon
• Cheryl Davis – Elder, Alaska
• Roschell Farnsworth – Priest, Oregon
• Jan Glass – Elder, Oregon
• Dan Jackson – Bishop, Washington
• Nancy McManus – Elder, Alaska
• Terry Richardson – High Priest, Washington
• Todd Sargeant – Elder, Washington
• Brenda Sargent – High Priest, Washington
• Stacie Simmons Bates – High Priest, Washington
With much gratitude, we thank John Stephens for his many years of service, wise counsel, and
good fellowship on the Mission Center Council. An appointment to fill his position will be
announced at a later date.
Sustaining of Youth Camping Team ............................................................................. Sean Langdon
The Youth Camping Team promotes sacred communities that reflect the love of God and teachings of
Christ in our youth camps and retreats at three campgrounds, Caravan and SPEC Northwest
Delegation. It assists the Camping Ministries Director with providing training, resources,
recruitment of directors, and assistance with recruitment of camp staff, and provides feedback on
policies that enable a healthy and safe camping environment. The following names are submitted for
consideration and approval for 2019:
• Jody Barnhart – Remote
• Laura Fish – Samish Island
• Jason Keesee – Lewis River
• Rick Naten – Samish Island
• Katie O’Keefe-Knobel – Remote
• Sara Mongrain – Samish Island
• Emily Nilsen – Lewis River—NEW
• Chris Phelps – Samish Island (British Columbia)
• Dee Robino – Remote
• Christina Simonsen – Remote
• Jeff Weaver – Lewis River
• Sharon West – Lewis River
Thanks to Dianne Webberley for her service on the Youth Camping Team.
Recognition of Camp/Reunion Director Transitions ................................................. Sean Langdon
2018 Outgoing Camp/Reunion Directors:
• Katie O’Keefe-Knobel – Kids Camp at Remote Director
• Cindie Ellwanger – Family Reunion at Samish Director
• Sean Langdon – Family Reunion at Remote Co-Director

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kim Naten – Jr. High Camp at Samish Director
Carla Nilsen – Spectacular Northwest Delegation Co-Leader
Celina Beer – Camp Kimtah at Samish Co-Director
Dorothy Wilgus – Camp Kimtah at Samish Co-Director
Mollee Holt – Camp Mungai at Samish Co-Director
Russ Roberts – Jr. High Boys Camp at Hosmer Lake Co-Director
Andrew Hagman – Jr. High Boys Camp at Hosmer Lake Co-Director
2019 Incoming Camp Directors:
• Tamara Benedict – Kids Camp at Remote Co-Director
• Marne Benedict – Kids Camp at Remote Co-Director
• Jean Cravy – Jr. High Camp at Samish Co-Director
• Jeff Cravy – Jr. High Camp at Samish Co-Director
• Sean Langdon – Camp Kimtah at Samish Director
• Sue Wheeler – Camp Mungai at Samish Co-Director
Consideration of 2019 Operating/Missional Budget .......................... Steve Pomeroy, pages 22-23
Resolutions:
Replenish Alaska Travel Fund ............................................................... Steve Pomeroy, page 25
Combination of Alaska Ministry Funds ................................................ Steve Pomeory, page 26
Nominations for, and Elections of, 2019 World Conference Delegates .................. Kim Naten
(For delegates only: use ballots provided in delegate packets. Vote for up to 81 nominees)
Moment of Blessing ................................................................................................................. Pam Cress
MEETING RECESSED
CALL TO ORDER: ........................................................................................................................ Kim Naten
*Hymn: Clothe Us in Your Spirit (CCS 584)....................................................................... Congregation
PRESENTATION OF DISCIPLESHIP NOW CERTIFICATES ....................... Kim Naten, Pam Cress
PRESENTATION OF PRIESTHOOD CALLS: ....................................... Kim Naten, Michele McGrath
Scripture Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:5-6 ..............................................................................Ian Campbell
Hymn: Holy Presence, Holy Teacher (CCS 601) .................................................................. Congregation
Call to the Office of Evangelist for Glen Fishel (Samish Congregation):
Through the testimony of the Holy Spirit, World Church Leadership has approved a call to Evangelist for
Glen Fishel. This call is presented for you to sustain.
Testimony of Call................................ Letter from Ron Harmon, presented by Michele McGrath
Testimony by Candidate ..................................................................... Glen Fishel, pages 48-49
Affirming Testimonies
Sustaining by Conference
Call to the Office of High Priest for Mary Richardson (University Place Congregation):
Through the testimony of the Holy Spirit, World Church Leadership has approved a call to High Priest for
Mary Richardson. This call is presented for you to sustain.
Testimony of Call................................ Letter from Ron Harmon, presented by Michele McGrath
Testimony by Candidate ................................................................. Mary Richardson, page 49
Affirming Testimonies
Sustaining by Conference
Call to the Office of High Priest for Deborah Towner (Crystal Springs Congregation):
Through the testimony of the Holy Spirit, World Church Leadership has approved a call to High Priest for

Deborah Towner. This call is presented for you to sustain.
Testimony of Call ............................... Letter from Ron Harmon, presented by Michele McGrath
Testimony by Candidate ................................................................. Deborah Towner, page 50
Affirming Testimonies
Sustaining by Conference
Hymn: A Charge to Keep I Have (CCS 537) ........................................................................ Congregation
Prayer of Support ................................................................................................................ Blake Puckett
*Closing Hymn: The Spirit of God like a Fire Is Burning (CCS 384) ...................................... Congregation
*Closing Prayer of Blessing ................................................................................................ Anita Mortimer

MEETING ADJOURNED
*Congregation stands if able
CCS=Community of Christ Sings Hymnal
Lead Musician/Pianist.................................................................................................................... Sandy Johnsen
Head Usher ..................................................................................................................................... David Poynter
Presider ................................................................................................................................................. Kim Naten

•

•
•
•

•

•

Please complete your Evaluation Form for the Business Meeting. If you are not returning for
Sunday Services, please leave your Evaluation Form at the Registration table.
6:30-10 pm—Youth grades 8-12 and young adults to around age 35 are invited to come and enjoy a
hosted dinner and evening of games, fellowship, and laughter. To be held at the home of Carla and
Erik Nilsen (2111 SW Arnold St, Portland OR 97219) from 6:30-10 pm. Parents of youth will be in
charge of coordinating transportation to and from the event. RSVP on Facebook (www.facebook.com/
events/551088222008306) or contact Erik Nilsen (503-734-5614), Carla Nilsen (503-473-6764,
nilsen6@comcast.net), or Sean Langdon (425-293-6366, slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org). (See page 62.)
2 am Sunday—Daylight Savings Time ends; set your clocks back one hour Saturday night.
7:30-9:15 am Sunday—Pastors’ Breakfast: at The Grotto (8840 NE Skidmore Street, Portland OR
97220).
10-10:45 am Sunday—Ordination Worship Service: Be sure to join us as, pending sustaining
votes during the business meeting, Glen Fishel will be ordained to the office of Evangelist, Mary
Richardson will be ordained to the office of High Priest, and Deborah Towner will be ordained
to the office of High Priest.
11 am Sunday— Communion Worship Service: Our sending forth worship will feature Michele
McGrath proclaiming the Word and sharing in the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. An offering
to defray the costs of Mission Center Conference will be received at this service.
12:30 pm Sunday—Conference will adjourn by 12:30 pm.

Staff and Volunteer Transitions
Kim Naten expressed appreciation for the
depth of skill represented in the Mission Center
staff and in those that serve on various
committees or in other mission center roles. She
then recognized individuals who stepped down
from their previous responsibilities during 2017:
CALL TO ORDER
• Tom Anderson, Lewis River Campground
Greater Pacific Northwest (GPNW)
Board
Mission Center President Kim Naten welcomed
• Mike Bessonette, Lewis River Campground
delegates and participants, and acknowledged
Board, Remote Campground Board, and
and introduced the technical staff; Conference
Samish Island Campground Board
staff; musicians; and visiting ministry, David Nii,
• Don Brady, Samish Island Campground
Bishop of the USA, and Bill McFarlin, Field
Caretaker
Support Minister.
• Sydney Brady, Samish Island Campground
Kim Naten officially called the meeting to
Caretaker
order at 2:09 pm. Mission Center Recorder Jill
• Mark Chapman, Samish Island Campground
Brunette was present. Following Conference
Board
announcements by On-Site Conference Assistant
• Netta Groat, Lewis River Campground Board
Dianne Webberley and singing of “Prophetic
• Ron Mason, Remote Campground Board
Church, the Future Waits,” Doug LaHue Brown
• Bill McFarlin, Lewis River Campground
(Tuality) offered the invocation.
Board, Remote Campground Board, and
Samish Island Campground Board
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
• Rick Naten, Congregational Support Minister
Christian Skoorsmith (representing Mat- • Catherine Peter, Samish Island Campground
Su Valley) moved to approve the Minutes of the
Board
annual GPNW Mission Center Conference
• Steven Sauve, Congregational Support
Business Meeting held on November 5, 2016, as
Minister
provided in Conference materials. By show of
• Kathy Sharp, Bold Moves Grants Selection
hands, the motion carried unanimously.
Committee and Samish Island Campground
Board
REPORTS
• Stacie Simmons Bates, Mission Center
Kim Naten presented the President’s
Leadership Team, Congregational Support
Annual Report as printed in the Conference
Minister, and Co-Visiting Ministry
bulletin. The report incorporated the Conference
Coordinator
theme, “Boldly Follow God’s Vision.” Report
• John Smallwood, Congregational Support
filed.
Minister and Bold Moves Grants Selection
Committee
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Kim then recognized those individuals
who moved into new areas of responsibility
during 2017:
• Shari Amos, Lewis River Campground Board
• Karen Beckman Householder, Mission
Center Leadership Team
• Jill Brunette, Mission Center Leadership
Team
• Tamy Deam, Leadership Support Minister
• Larry Dobson, Samish Island Campground
Board
• Cindie Ellwanger, Samish Island
Campground Board
• Gary Farnsworth, Leadership Support
Minister
• Susan Gregory, Leadership Support Minister
• Lowell Groat, Leadership Support Minister
• Cliff Hagman, Leadership Support Minister
• Wanda Hagman, Leadership Support
Minister
• Tere Lytle, Lewis River Campground Board
• Ranelle Morris, Remote Campground Board
• Kim Naten, Bold Moves Grants Selection
Committee, Lewis River Campground Board,
Remote Campground Board, Samish Island
Campground Board, Mission Center Council
• Susan Oxley, Leadership Support Minister
• Steve Pomeroy, Lewis River Campground
Board, Remote Campground Board, and
Samish Island Campground Board
• Mary Richardson, Leadership Support
Minister, Visiting Ministry Co-Coordinator
• Carol Sleightam, Lewis River Campground
Board
• John VanDerWalker, Samish Island
Campground Caretaker
• Sandy VanDerWalker, Samish Island
Campground Caretaker
• Nancy Welch, Leadership Support Minister
• Tom Welch, Leadership Support Minister

•

Sharon West, Leadership Support Minister
The Chair referred the body to the
following written reports in Conference
materials:
• Bend Loan Report, submitted by John
Smallwood
• Bold Moves Grants Report, submitted by
Steve Pomeroy
• Campground Association Reports: Lewis
River, submitted by David Polly, Remote,
submitted by Mike Grohs and Samish Island,
submitted by Mark Chapman
• Camping Ministries Report, submitted by
Sean Langdon
• Caravan Report, submitted by Jody Barnhart
• Invitation Support Minister Report, submitted
by Sean Langdon
• Discipleship NOW Report, submitted by Pam
Cress
• Northwest Singles Report, submitted by
Susan Webber and Tom Webber
• Orphans Africa Report, submitted by David
Skoor
• Outreach International Report, submitted by
Vivian Nash
• Spectacular Report, submitted by Kelly
Mongrain
Reports filed.
Mission Center Financial Officer’s (MCFO)
Annual Report
Steve Pomeroy presented the MCFO
Annual Report, as printed in the Conference
bulletin and reviewed during the Delegate
Orientation. Report filed.

NEW BUSINESS
Sustaining of Mission Center Officers
After the singing of “Community of
Christ,” David Nii assumed the Chair. He

brought greetings from the First Presidency and
the Council of Twelve, and added his personal
appreciation for the past work of the mission
center officers and for the quality of all GPNW
staff.
David read the First Presidency’s letter
recommending that the Conference sustain the
appointment of Kim Naten as President of the
GPNW Mission Center. Rick Naten (Cowlitz
Valley) moved that Kim be sustained, and the
motion was seconded. By show of hands, the
motion carried unanimously.
David read the letter from the First
Presidency, after consultation with the Presiding
Bishopric, recommending that the Conference
sustain the appointment of Steve Pomeroy as
Financial Officer of the GPNW Mission Center.
Larry Dobson (Renton) moved that Steve be
sustained, and the motion was seconded. By
show of hands, the motion carried unanimously.
David continued with recommending that
the Conference sustain the appointment of Sean
Langdon as Invitation Support Minister of the
GPNW Mission Center. Tom Webber (Samish)
moved that Sean be sustained, and the motion
was seconded. By show of hands, the motion
carried unanimously.

Roschell Farnsworth, Teacher (OR); Jan Glass,
Elder (OR); Nancy McManus, Priest (AK); Todd
Sargeant, Elder (WA); Brenda Sargent, High
Priest (WA); Stacie Simmons Bates, High Priest
(WA); NEW, from Finance Committee, Doug
LaHue Brown, Bishop(OR); Cheryl Davis, Elder
(AK); Dan Jackson, Elder (WA); Terry
Richardson, High Priest (WA) and John
Stephens, Bishop (OR).
Val Walker (Portland) moved to sustain
the 2018 GPNW Mission Center Council. By
show of hands, the motion carried unanimously.

Sustaining of Youth Camping Team
Sean Langdon assumed the chair and
read the names of the proposed 2018 GPNW
Mission Center Youth Camping Team members:
Sean Langdon, Director; Jason Keesee, Jeff
Weaver, Dianne Webberley, and Sharon West
(New) representing Lewis River; Jody Barnhart,
Katie O’Keefe-Knobel, Dee Robino, and
Christina Simonsen representing Remote; and
Laura Fish, Rick Naten and Sara Mongrain
(New) representing Samish Island along with
Chris Phelps (British Columbia). Sean thanked
Catherine Peter and Brenda Sargent for their
past service.
Dorothy Wilgus (Puyallup) moved to
Sustaining of Mission Center Recorder
sustain the 2018 GPNW Mission Center Youth
Kim Naten resumed the Chair. Myrna
Camping Team. By show of hands, the motion
Selzer (Rainier Valley) moved to sustain the
carried unanimously.
appointment of Jill Brunette as GPNW Mission
Sean then recognized Camp Director
Center Recorder. By show of hands, the motion
Transitions in 2018.
carried unanimously.
2017 Outgoing Camp Directors:
• Darby Benedict Sinclair, Kids Camp at
Sustaining of Mission Center Council
Remote Director
Steve Pomeroy assumed the chair and
• Mark Chapman, Camp Chimacum at Samish
read the names of the proposed 2018 GPNW
Co-Director
Mission Center Council members: staff members • Glen Fishel, Adult Reunion at Samish CoKim Naten, Steve Pomeroy and Sean Langdon;
Director

•

Sean Langdon, GPNW Youth Retreat CoDirector
• Kim Naten, Camp Kluane at Samish Director
• Mary Schlenker, Sr. High Camp at Remote
Co-Director
• Stan Simonsen, Jr. High Camp at Remote
Director
• David Skoor, Camp Chimacum at Samish Co
-Director
2018 Incoming Camp Directors:
• Eric Blickenstaff, Jr. High Camp at Remote
Director
• Dane Mahi, GPNW Youth Retreat CoDirector
• Michael Sahlberg, Sr. High Camp at Remote
Co-Director
• Sean Langdon, Family Reunion at Remote Co
-Director

Consideration of Resolution: Bend Property
Phase III Funding Approval
Steve Pomeroy assumed the chair and
introduced a resolution to approve funding for
the Bend Property Phase III. He referred the
body to the printed resolution in conference
materials.
Shawn Sahlberg (Bend) moved the
resolution and spoke to it. Tom Webber
(Samish) moved to amend the resolution title to
“Bend Property Phase III Funding Process
Approval.” Steve Smith (Woodland Park)
moved to amend the amendment to “Bend
Property Phase III Process and Funding
Approval.” Doug LaHue Brown (Tuality) called
the question. By show of hands, the motion
passed unanimously. By show of hands, the
motion to retitle the resolution to “Bend Property
Phase III Process and Funding Approval”
passed. By show of hands, the resolution passed
unanimously.

Consideration of Resolution: Bend Loan
Extension
Steve Pomeroy introduced a resolution
for the current Bend Loan to be extended. He
referred the body to the printed resolution in
conference materials.
Shawn Sahlberg (Bend) moved the
resolution and spoke to it. By show of hands, the
resolution passed unanimously.
Consideration of Resolution: Reverse Ordering
of Doctrine and Covenants
Kim Naten assumed the chair and
introduced a resolution to reverse the order of
the Doctrine and Covenants. She referred the
body to the printed resolution in conference
materials.
Christian Skoorsmith (representing MatSu Valley) moved the resolution and spoke to it.
By show of hands, the resolution failed.
Consideration of Resolution: A Time to Act –
Community of Christ
Kim Naten assumed the chair and
introduced a resolution for the mission center to
make a one-time contribution to World Church
of $10,000 from its affiliated investment pool
account by November 30, 2017. She referred the
body to the printed resolution in conference
materials.
Elaine Canaday (Eugene) moved the
resolution and spoke to it. By show of hands, the
resolution passed unanimously.
Consideration of 2018 Budget
Steve Pomeroy reviewed the written
budget materials, which he presented during the
Delegate Orientation. Terry Richardson
(University Place) moved that the 2018 GPNW
Mission Center Budget be approved as presented

in conference materials. By show of hands, the
motion carried unanimously.
Pam Cress offered a Moment of Blessing.

Kim Naten declared the meeting
adjourned at 4:55 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

RECESS AND CALL TO ORDER
Jill D. Brunette
Kim Naten declared a 15-minute recess,
Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center
as printed on the agenda. After the recess, Kim
called the meeting back to order, followed by the Recorder
singing of “There’s A Church Within Us.”

PRESENTATION OF PRIESTHOOD
CALLS
Following a scripture reading of John
13:12-16 and the singing of verse 1 of “Clothe Us
In Your Spirit,” Steve Pomeroy and David Nii
presented the call to the office of High Priest
for Kim Naten (Cowlitz Valley). Rich Sowers
(representing Neilton) moved to sustain the call.
David Nii shared his personal testimony, as well
as Apostle Ron Harmon’s affirmation of the
call. This was followed by Kim’s personal
statement affirming her written testimony
(provided in conference materials), along with
affirmations by members of the body, including
a letter read by Steve Pomeroy on behalf of
David Harrison (Woodland Park) and Jannette
Harrison (Woodland Park). By show of hands,
the motion carried unanimously. The
congregation then sang verse 2 of “Clothe Us In
Your Spirit,” and Susan Oxley offered a Prayer
of Support.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Kim
Naten offered closing remarks, the congregation
sang, “Make Us, O God, a Church That Shares”
and Dee Robino offered the closing Prayer of
Blessing.

As the crisp air of autumn reminds me
that my second year as Mission Center President
is beginning to wind down and Mission Center
Conference is here once more, I’m also reminded
that this is indeed a unique opportunity to gather
as Christ’s body, His Community. This weekend
marks the single event in our mission center at
which members and friends from every congregation and region in our mission center come together not only to conduct the business of this
jurisdiction, but to worship, fellowship, and
share our good news as well as our concerns, our
fears, our sorrows, and even our frustrations.
In all our various life experiences, both
inside our church walls and beyond, we are
nothing less than an extended family. So perhaps
for you, like me, this weekend feels like a family
reunion—a gathering of old friends and new, of
family (both literal and figurative), and of companions on a journey that takes us to new, exciting, and hopeful places. However, as journeys
go, it also takes us down the occasional road of
discouragement, uncertainty, and grief. As a
family, we are compelled—even excited sometimes—to celebrate our joys
and successes together. Are we
not also called to share the burdens, frustrations, and discouragement as well?
This weekend, as we explore our theme of “When God
Dreams,” my hope is that we
will begin to see that if we are
to become a true Zionic community, a prophetic body of
peacebuilders and justice-seekers, we must be
willing to share ALL aspects of living together in
community with one another—not just our joys
and successes, but also our sorrows and struggles. I truly believe that in doing so, in sharing

with one another our deepest and most authentic
selves, we can overcome the struggles many of
us face in our congregations and in our own
lives, leading us into true communities grounded
in wholeness, reconciliation, and witness of Jesus
Christ.

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
Submitted by Congregational Pastors
Mossyrock Congregation
With great joy and anticipation, our Expansion Group was granted full status as a congregation this year! We are excited to now have
the authority to participate fully in the life of the
mission center, and we are grateful for the blessings of community and faithfulness that have
helped us achieve this status. On October 7, Barbara Crask was set apart as the first Pastor of
Mossyrock.
The highlight of the year is Camp
Mossyrock! Our year of planning bears fruit
when the little campers (kindergarten through
second grade) grace us with their excited presence. This weekend camp prepares campers for
the bigger and
longer camps of
the mission center. This year we
had eleven campers, with about an
even split of Community of Christ
kids and community (Mossyrockarea) kids. Two non-member Camp Mossyrock
alumni attended a mission center camp for their
third year!
The Orphan's Africa “Christmas from
Mossyrock” auction basket was a joy to fill with
offerings from our group and community con-

tributors. What a joy to make the goodies: candy,
cookies, and caramel corn. Our Christmas Tree
Farm neighbor donated a tree and had such fun
helping the lucky winner pick out and cut their
own tree. Lake Mayfield Resort provided a twoday and two-night stay—really nice for the winner who may have to travel a long way. Finally,
Mossyrock Garden Club created a beautiful fresh
wreath to grace the winner's door.
Puyallup Congregation
In 2016, Community of Christ members
were apprised of a serious financial issue facing
World Church. Members of Puyallup Congregation were very concerned, but unsure what to do
to help. Pastor Jim Young had years of experience in commercial financial markets and helping businesses get back on their feet. He discussed the complexities of the World Church financial situation with church leaders. In fall 2017,
Jim proposed to our congregation that we reserve $50,000 of Puyallup Congregation’s funds
and present a challenge to other congregations
within the mission center to meet our donation to
World Church before their special announcement
and request. The resolution submitted had no
strings attached as to how World Church used
the $50,000. We would match up to $10,000 per
quarter to support World Church retirement
needs. The congregation agreed to set aside
$50,000 for this purpose. We had faith and hope
this would spark a desire by other congregations
to respond in a positive way. When the first congregation in the mission center responded, members of the congregation were elated. Each quarter has brought positive news, confirming that
our challenge proposal was made in the right
spirit. President’s Note: Portland, Rogue Valley,
University Place, Samish, Renton, Crystal
Springs, Southridge, Garden Grove, Rainier Val-

ley, and the GPNW Mission Center all responded,
and, to date, over $170,000 has been contributed to
meeting the financial needs of our church. (See the
Mission Center Financial Officer’s Report for more
details, pages 14-15.)
We had no idea how our action impacted
World Church until President Stephen Veazey
mentioned in his closing comments at Samish
Family Reunion that a congregation took a faithful step forward and as a result other congregations throughout the U.S. made significant contributions to World Church that enabled Community of Christ to meet retirement funding obligations for the current year. When I passed this information on to our congregation the following
Sunday morning, I was filled with joy and gratefulness as I looked at the beaming faces in the
congregation when they realized their efforts
mattered. Many thanks to Jim Young for his foresight and years of financial experience and to
Puyallup Congregation for their willingness to
step out in faith and demonstrate the gift of Generosity. Many thanks to all who joined in faith to
meet the financial needs of Community of Christ
in 2018. Now is not the time to pat ourselves on
the back. The work has just begun. May this spirit of generosity continue in the years to come, is
our prayer.
Garden Grove Congregation
Garden Grove continues to have a successful, supportive relationship with Minnehaha Elementary School. We donate school supplies at
the start of each new school year and support
Minnehaha events, like S’mores Night. When the
start of school was delayed, we had four families
come to the church to get food and supplies from
our resource room. And last year, we once again
invited Minnehaha kids to our Harvest Carnival,
and we had over 80 people in attendance!

Vanessa Grace hosted a five-part series at
Garden Grove called "Enlightened to Serve." She
brought in experts from the community to share
their knowledge with us on different topics. Then
we met to discuss how this information affects
our mission in the community and our own hospitality.
For the second consecutive year, Garden
Grove participated as a sponsor of the Vancouver
Peace and Justice Fair. Our booth included peacebuilding activities, and this year we invited everyone who visited our booth to write a message
of peace on a ribbon, and then we created a community tapestry of peace.
Rogue Valley Congregation
We have continued providing supplementary foods to Hoover Elementary School students
in Medford through the weekly backpack program we started five years ago. This year, we had
a total of 40 students in the program. This past
year, the Hoover Parent Teacher Organization
(PTO) started supporting our program with a donation of $1,200 from their school popcorn sales.
Beginning in September 2018, the PTO has voted
to give us $200 each month for the program. In
May, the fifth grade class voted to donate their
entire profit from a class project of $985 to the
Backpack program. With our annual church rummage sale and the generous support of school
parents with businesses, we have been blessed
with the funds we need to support the program.
The summer of 2018 was the second year
for our Mystery Reader Program that is provided
by Hoover Elementary School teachers volunteering to read to children who come to the
church on Thursday mornings. Two unknown
readers come to read books they have selected,
while the children come and sign in each week
and their parents and grandparents all gather

around and enjoy hearing the stories. The children can borrow from a choice of about 500
books to take home to read and bring back the
next week. After the reading, we serve homemade cookies and a drink. At the end of the summer, the children that have attended are given a
gift certificate to Barnes and Noble. We had an
overall attendance of 60, and an average weekly
attendance of 30.
We have continued to hold our fall Harvest Halloween dinner and game night at the end
of October, with kids and adults coming in costumes, enjoying the food, playing the different
carnival games set up around the church, participating in the cake walk, and joining in the costume judging contests. There were approximately 80-90 that attended.
Each year on the second Saturday in December, we have our Santa’s Breakfast and invite
everyone we can contact to come have pancakes,
meet Santa, have their picture taken, decorate a
Christmas cookie, and put together a quick craft.
Children with their parents, grandparents, brothers, and sisters all come to enjoy the fun. There
were approximately 80 that attended last year.
We updated our physical building by
getting WiFi and replacing carpet with vinyl
flooring in part of our building—so much easier
to keep clean.
We have had several visitors who are not
members attend our morning breakfast each Sunday before the worship service , with some staying for the service and some that just call us their
“breakfast” church. We have also had a couple of
picnics at a park located a block from the church,
and the AA Chippers group continues to use our
building for their meetings, as they have for the
past four years. We feel blessed with having
members attending that did not previously
attend, and some non-members attending on a

regular basis over the last few years. We appreciate so much the ministry that has come to us
from outside our congregation provided by Gary
Farnsworth as our Leadership Support Minister,
Shawn Sahlberg from Bend, Ken Walker from
Portland, Mission Center Financial Officer Steve
Pomeroy, Mission Center President Kim Naten,
and many others. Come visit Rogue Valley!
Redmond Congregation
On September 18, 27 members of Redmond Congregation gathered for a baptismal service at the home of Mike and Eleanor Bessonette. After a short worship service with remarks
by Clint and Naomi Jacks, Linda McGeary baptized Sheila, Crystal, Austin and Jasmine. It was
a lovely service, followed by a celebration dinner.
Samish Congregation
In the spring of this year, Elder Myrna Logan accepted appointment to the responsibilities
of Congregational Financial Officer and member
of the Congregational Leadership Team. Myrna
has brought her array of gifts to be added to the
Leadership Team consisting of Jane Worlund,
Pegi Powers, and Glen Fishel. We have very
much appreciated her participation and ministry.
Samish Congregation’s outreach ministry
focus is directed primarily in support of the people on Samish Island through our Community
Garden and to the Samish Island Campground.
Our Community Garden enables us to respond
to the five Community of Christ Mission Initiatives (Invite People to Christ, Abolish PovertyEnd Suffering, Pursue Peace on Earth, Develop
Disciples to Serve, and Experience Congregations
in Mission). A majority of the people that work in
the garden are persons from Samish Island who
have joined with the church members to make
the garden successful. As our primary goal, I be-

lieve that by using the produce we grow to feed
the people in Skagit County who need assistance,
we are engaging a number of people beyond the
congregation in supporting the Mission Initiatives. As of the end of August, we have delivered
a total of over 600 pounds (equivalent of 900
meals) of fresh organic produce to the Skagit
County Food Distribution Center, which serves
14 food banks in the area.
Our facilities are used by the community
for yoga classes for about five months a year, a
Meditation Group that meets weekly, an annual
Community Christmas Program held by the
community, and support of other service needs
that come up such as parking for events, memorial services, weddings, etc. Our making available our facilities for these activities makes us very
much an appreciated part of this larger community. They continually convey their appreciation.
A number of our members are involved in
providing support to the Samish Island
Campground to assist in its operations and
maintenance needs. This year our facility was
used as a meeting place for three days for a small
group of campers who needed a place to meet
while at the camp. This was an experiment to
help the camp leaders determine whether more
than one group could be accommodated at the
campground at the same time.
Our congregation also participated in
Puyallup Congregation’s stewardship challenge
by donating $5,000 this year to World Church
Mission Tithes.
Portland Congregation
Portland congregational ministries were
featured twice in the news this year. The veteran’s ministry continues on Sundays, with breakfast, lunch, and showers. Ken Walker also maintains connections with several veterans who have

gained permanent housing, and he and others
assist in locating furniture, bedding, and kitchen
needs for them. Read about it here: https://
katu.com/news/local/everyday-heroes-retiredveteran-reaches-out-to-homeless-vets-offeringsupport-and-more.
The garden ministry and Food By Design
feature was related to the expansion of the program to the Kenton Women’s Village, an area of
tiny houses and community
spaces providing transitional
housing and job training for
houseless women on Portland’s
north side. Read about it here:
https://katu.com/news/local/
food-by-design-bringing-garden-produce-andpeople-together-to-form-healthy-communities.
Portland Congregation has begun taking
bold steps to embrace a new vision for how we
do “church.” Assistant Pastor Daniel Rose is
working with young adults who live in the city,
in developing authentic relationships with a diverse demographic of folks. So far, this has been
through shared table space and laid back video
game nights where we play Mario Kart. Nicholas
White has taken the initiative to plan and host a
bi-monthly volleyball night here in the Portland
Congregation gym, offering another entry point
for young adults in this area to plug in and make
connections. As we continue to
grow this group, it is our intention to go further into the complexities of Christianity in our
modern era. What is a Christian? Does Christianity matter
in 2018-19? Where are we feeling pulled as a diverse community, with a range of beliefs or
lack thereof? We hope to fully embrace the

trends of the emergent church with a spirit of adventure and curiosity.
East Wenatchee Congregation
On a beautiful, warm, and sunny Saturday
afternoon in July, we hosted a neighborhood hot
dog feed. We wanted the people around us to
know more about the
church and to share God’s
love and grace. A few
stopped by and shared
personal testimonies of
their journey. Diversity
was present.
Vacation Bible
School is a big deal in East
Wenatchee Congregation. It was the last week of
July, and the theme was “Loving Our World.”
We had a wonderful week with 10 enthusiastic
youth. We collected an enormous amount of recyclables and learned about earth conservation,
and, of course, Bible stories. Crafts included terrariums and rain sticks. With 100+ degree weather, our recreation included several days of water
games. Clever snacks kept us going each day.
The week had over 50% perfect attendance. I
think that is a record. By having our program on
the first Sunday of August, we shared the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper with friends and families that came to enjoy songs, verses, and stories
from the week. We are
already planning 2019.
September marks
the 18th birthday of our
Young Peacemakers
Club. This year, we created beautiful fall paintings, played “put peace
in the world” (like “pin
the tail on the donkey”) and enjoyed yummy

floats and cookies. Three parents joined us as
well this year, two of whom had been attendees
when they were younger. There were lots of
smiles and laughter.
Yakima Valley Congregation
After having two buildings for over two
years, the congregation agreed to sell the Selah
building. The current tenants are in the process
of purchasing it. We also cleaned out the storage
unit that contained items from the Selah building
and absorbed many things into the Yakima
building. Yakima Valley has worked
on, but not yet determined, its mission. We know God is not done with
us yet, but finding our part in God’s
plan is not easy for us. Many members of our congregation agreed on a
proposal to try out renting a space
that has more foot traffic passing by.
Under the Net Proceeds Policy, we
have asked for a portion of money
from the sale of the Selah building to
make that happen. The World Church
has accepted our proposal, so we’ll be
ready to open a new chapter in the life of our
congregation as soon as the sale closes. Perhaps a
move will bring more excitement and momentum to our group and help us discover what God
has planned for us.

mission center has now received appropriate approvals to list the Ellensburg building for sale, as
the Ellensburg/TLC group, along with leaders
Jammie Apodaca and Donna Garner, discerns
the future ministries and identity of this body of
disciples.

SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT:
DISCIPLESHIP NOW

Under the initial leadership of Christian
Skoorsmith and most recently Pam Cress, our
first Discipleship NOW cohort has completed its
third and final year of the program. Fifteen students have completed two years of studies and a
third year practicum. Each student wrote a proposal for a project that would be a practical application of their learning and exploration that connected with one
or more of the five Mission Initiatives. They have all completed
their practicum projects and reported on their experiences in the
past year. We will celebrate those
students and their growth and achievements at
this conference. Join me in offering your personal
congratulations to as many as you can and thank
them for their investment in theological study
and moving out in mission and personal ministry. This was only accomplished by making this a
Ellensburg Congregation
priority in their very busy lives and the support
Ellensburg Congregation is in a transition of their families and congregations. These stuphase. Because most, if not all, of the members
dents have also been supported throughout their
attending our weekly congregational worship
studies with six faithful mentors who have been
reside nearer to Yakima, the congregation agreed present for classes and consultation on proto suspend services in the Ellensburg building
jects. Their presence and assistance have added
and join with the Teaching the Love of Christ
blessings beyond measure to the experience of
(TLC) small group in Yakima for weekly fellow- this cohort.
ship (currently on Wednesday afternoons). The

Because of our vision for the value of this
program, a Discipleship NOW fund was established in the 2015 budget to subsidize the costs
associated with the program, such as instructor
travel expenses, materials, local staff coordination, participant scholarships, retreat facility and
food, and other considerations. The generosity of
Portland Congregation in offering the use of their
building for classes and the students' own financial contributions, along with the hospitality of a
number of host families in the Portland area,
have made possible considerable cost savings. The current balance in that equity fund,
which started at $10,000, is just over $8,000. Because of this fine stewardship by so many, we
have sufficient funds for the future. The Mission
Center Leadership Team believes this program to
have enormous potential for growing disciples
and furthering Christ’s mission within the
GPNW Mission Center, so we are hopeful that in
late 2019 a new cohort will be poised to begin another three-year adventure in discipleship! (See
report, page 57.)

THE NUMBERS
For those statistic-oriented readers, we can
look at the past year, since last Mission Center
Conference, through the lens of numbers and
perhaps try to measure our relative “success” in
that way. I am encouraged by our growth and
discipleship development, but what we do, and
who we reach, cannot always be measured in
numbers alone.
Baptisms .............................................................. 21
Confirmations .................................................... 22
Blessings ................................................................ 8
Ordinations ......................................................... 12
Granting of Emeritus Status
(formerly, Superannuation) ............................... 4

Christ’s mission is not about numbers. As
we engage in programs and outreach ministries
in our congregations and as a mission center,
even as a global community, we do not always
have the luxury of knowing who we’ve touched
or how many lives have been changed or impacted in some way by our efforts. If we did, we
would run the risk of becoming complacent in
our attempts at mission, at meeting a
“satisfactory” quota of baptisms, of patting ourselves on the back with the number of bodies
sitting in the pews each Sunday. NOT knowing
who or how many we’ve reached is a blessing...
it keeps us moving forward; striving to reach
more, to do more, to carry the message of Jesus
Christ further and more loudly than we did last
year or the year before. Yes, the numbers tell part
of our story, but not all of it. We have an opportunity to tell the whole story every day as we
seek opportunities to live Christ’s mission in our
families, our communities, and as part of a
worldwide community of disciples. As we encounter those opportunities, we encounter the
Divine, leading us into a future of peace, justice,
and hope.

EVENTS, WORKSHOPS AND RETREATS
This past year, we’ve held several events
that enhance, enrich, and inform our identity,
mission, and calling as leaders, priesthood members, and disciples.
Western Field Camping Summit
In February, the Western Field hosted a
Camping Summit at Happy Valley Campground
in Santa Cruz, California, which several members
of our three campground boards, along with
Kim Naten and Steve Pomeroy, were able to
attend. The purpose of the Summit was to provide detailed information regarding the legal re-

strictions, responsibilities, and boundaries to
which our campground boards of directors must
adhere. Karen Minton, legal counsel for World
Church, provided a day-long training, along with
opportunities for board members from six or seven campgrounds throughout the Western Field
to share experiences, struggles, successes and
ideas. A second Summit is planned for February
2019 to continue these important conversations,
which include tax implications of renting our
grounds to for-profit organizations, discussions
of best practices for non-profit organizations
such as ours, and resources for boards as they
encounter unusual situations.
Youth Ministries Summit - “Seeing Them
Through God’s Eyes”
Every three years, the mission center hosts
a Youth Ministries Summit (formerly “Youth
Leadership Training”) designed to bring together
camp directors, youth workers, Sunday School
teachers, youth leaders, and more, to discuss and
learn how we can better meet the needs of our
youth in this mission center. During their time
together, participants explored the theme of
“Seeing Them Through God’s Eyes,” as we
learned ways in which we can better serve our
youth with varying abilities, sexual orientations,
gender identities, and more.
This year, almost 40 people from five mission centers across the United States gathered at
Lewis River Campground. Guests Scott Giles
and Saundra Merth from the Sierra Pacific Mission Center and local members offered ministry
and training in a variety of areas, including
breakout sessions on autism, ADHD and other
learning challenges and styles, “Difficult Listening,” community building in the classroom, and
advocating for LGBTQ youth in our camping
programs. A panel discussion explored the

theme, “A Place at the Table: The LGBT Journey
in Community (of Christ).”
This retreat provided an important and
unique opportunity to broaden our understanding of how we can best meet the needs of, and be
companions to, our youth, becoming united in
our commitment to build inclusive communities
in the areas in which we live, play, and worship—communities where ministry can be expanded to authentically include a diverse body
of children and youth.
Mission Center Staff Retreat
As a follow-up to our staff workshop last
September, the mission center staff (which includes Leadership Support Ministers, the Mission Center Council, and the Mission Center
Leadership Team) gathered at Lewis River
Campground in April to continue our exploration of ideas and concepts regarding our faith
journey, our expressions of discipleship, and theories and practices rooted in tradition as well as
those “outside the box” as we look to the future
and what Christianity and Community of Christ
can be. Apostle Ron Harmon and Field Support
Minister Bill McFarlin shared with the staff over
the weekend, and while much of the discussion
was drawn from the book our staff and pastors
received last year by Alan Roxburgh, we also explored and discussed the power of loving, spiritually-formed, invitational communities and how
we approach creating conditions that allow us to
discern and move into new expressions of discipleship.
Pastors Retreat
In May, we held our second triennial Pastors Retreat, and were privileged to welcome as
our guest ministry President Steve Veazey,
PeacePathways Chair Cathi Cackler-Veazey,

Apostle Ron Harmon, President of Seventy Larry
McGuire, and Field Support Minister Bill
McFarlin. It was no small thing to have the President and Prophet of the church and the entire
Western Field leadership sharing with more than
80 of our pastors and staff. During the weekend,
we shared in fellowship and discussions ranging
from priesthood mentoring to languages of appreciation; we engaged
in conversations with
President Veazey about
becoming spirituallyformed communities
and embodying compassionate ministry; and we
experimented with envisioning new forms of
gathering, worship, and community. We also enjoyed the luxury of some unstructured time in
which to get to know one another better, explore
the area, rest, and just relax. Throughout the
weekend, I was humbled and filled with gratitude for the sacrifices our pastors make on our
behalves, for the dedication and the passion they
bring to their leadership roles, and for the encouragement and friendship extended to me in
so many ways. When you have the opportunity,
take a few moments to express your gratitude to
your pastor(s)!

MISSION CENTER GUIDELINES AND
OPERATING PROCEDURES
One of the projects the Leadership Team
began to tackle this year was reviewing and updating the original GPNW Mission Center
Guidelines and Operating Procedures that were
drafted and implemented when the mission center was formed in 2003. The original guidelines
were drafted before we were actually operating
as a mission center, and our organizational struc-

ture and many of our processes have changed
and evolved over the course of 15 years. In consultation with Apostle Ron Harmon, Field Support Minister Bill McFarlin, and Mission Center
Council, we began updating this document to
more accurately reflect the organization and operating procedures of our mission center. We will
continue to review and update
the guidelines as necessary.
When I reflect on the
events, challenges and stories
we’ve shared with one another
over the past year, I am filled
with gratitude for the willingness of so many of you to give
so much to the mission center in such a variety of
ways. With a full-time ministerial staff of only
four people and two administrative staff, it
should be obvious that none of the above events,
and certainly none of the wonderful programs
and ministry that happen in our congregations,
could be possible without the generosity of so
many of YOU, sharing your gifts, talents, passions, and commitment with this grateful Community. Indeed, we continue to face challenges in
our own lives, in our congregations, and in our
global church, but year after year, we continue to
face those challenges together with the conviction that it is our calling and our purpose as a
prophetic people divinely led by a God who
cares deeply for us and guides us toward a future of peace, reconciliation, and the reign of Jesus Christ.
Respectfully submitted,
Kim Naten
Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center
President

GLEN FISHEL:
CALLED TO EVANGELIST
From Apostle Ron Harmon:
Greetings in the grace
and peace of Jesus Christ. I am
pleased to share some good
news about the movement of
the Spirit in the life of Glen
Fishel. Glen has accepted a
call to the office of Evangelist. This call has been
approved by the Council of Twelve and First
Presidency and has the full support of mission
center leadership.
Glen generously offers a diversity of gifts
in his ministry, including gifts that have been a
blessing to his congregation and mission center
in the office of High Priest. I am always grateful
for the movement of the Spirit that prompts us to
see new avenues of ministry. I believe Glen’s experience, pastoral sensitivity, and compassion
will be a blessing to the mission center through
the office of Evangelist.
It is my sincere desire that the Spirit that
accompanied Glen’s call will also bless your consideration of his call.

Joe Lyons. The family served in Renton Congregation.
Glen was called to Elder in 1965 and
quickly became the Pastor at Renton. In In 1971,
he was called to High Priest. He served in many
different roles, including member of the Seattle
Stake Bishopric, Seattle Stake Presidency, Seattle
Stake High Counsel, and President of Samish Island Campground Board.
After retiring in 1994, Glen and Martha
moved from Renton to Burlington, where they
continue to live and share in ministry with Samish Congregation. Glen has served as Pastor for
the past eight years and has mixed emotions
about stepping away and taking on a new challenging ministry.

TESTIMONY OF CALL
From Glen Fishel:
Over my 58 years of priesthood service, I
have had many spiritual experiences that have
made me aware that God’s promise, “I will always be with you” is true. In some of the most
stressful and difficult times in my ministry, I
have experienced this being true in unimaginable
power. For a number of years, I have sensed that
BIOGRAPHY
I would be called to be an Evangelist. Frankly, I
Glen Fishel has been associated with
have not coveted being called to the office of
Community of Christ all his 81 years of life. At
Evangelist, as I have loved serving in the office of
the age of 10, he was baptized and confirmed at High Priest. Over a year ago when I was advised
Neilton Congregation. During his confirmation, by Kim Naten and Steve Pomeroy that I had this
he had his first spiritual experience. In response call, I immediately shared with them that I knew
to the Holy Spirit which he felt envelope him, he the call was from God, but I did not feel I wanted
still remembers his response of, “I want to
to accept it at that time because I was planning to
serve.”
serve as Pastor at Samish another year. During
Glen has lived out this commitment dur- the Samish Adult Reunion and the Family Reuning his lifetime. He was ordained to Priest in
ion at Samish this year, I was again nudged by
1959 during his senior year at Washington State the Holy Spirit to accept the call. After praying
University, where he graduated in Civil Engiabout it and thinking about how God has always
neering. After graduation, he began a 34-year ca- guided my life for good, I decided to exercise my
reer at Boeing. He married Martha two months
faith and say, YES! Since that time, I have experiafter they graduated from WSU, and they recent- enced a sense of rightness about the call and a
ly celebrated their 58th anniversary. Their sons, change in my focus of ministry to one of being a
Jim and Steve, were added to their family, and
blessing and blessing others. I know God will be
for 5½ years they were foster parents to Pat and with me, and I look forward to a new responsi-

bility in ministry. With your prayers and God’s
blessings, I will serve as a Minister of Blessing
among you.
MARY RICHARDSON:
CALLED TO HIGH PRIEST
From Apostle Ron Harmon:
Greetings in the grace
and peace of Jesus Christ. I am
pleased to share some good
news about the movement of
the Spirit in the life of Mary
Richardson. Mary has a call to
the office of High Priest. This call has been approved by the Council of Twelve and First Presidency and has the support of mission center
leadership.
In conversations with Mission Center
President Kim Naten and other mission center
leaders, it has become clear she is being called to
extend her witness through the ministry of High
Priest. In my times of personal reflection, I have
received affirmation of the timeliness of this call.
I believe her experience in congregational
leadership and the mission center will provide
expanded opportunities to connect the global vision and mission of Community of Christ with
ways to serve in congregations and the mission
center. In addition, her gift of music will be an
avenue to continue to express the heart of
Christ’s message and mission.
It is my sincere desire that the Spirit that
accompanied her call will also bless your consideration of her call.

After high school and before college, Mary
worked in a bank before life choices took her to
Iowa, where she continued in banking. She met
her husband Terry after being invited to a young
adult function by a co-worker from his church.
Mary and Terry married in Davenport, Iowa and
have three daughters, Ann, Allison, and Karla,
and three granddaughters, Alexis, Ayrika, and
Ivy.
Mary was baptized into Community of
Christ in 1982 and was called to the office of
Priest, among the first group of women called
into the priesthood, in 1984. She has since held
the offices of Elder and Seventy.
Mary provides ministry within the mission center as Music Specialist, Visiting Ministry
Coordinator, and High Priest/Evangelist/Seventy
Leadership Team. She is active in her congregation of University Place, has helped with the
Freezing Nights Homeless Shelter Ministries in
Puyallup, and currently works with Terry in
their chiropractic office as bookkeeper after 16
years of banking.

TESTIMONY OF CALL
From Mary Richardson:
Several years ago when I was asked to join
the High Priest/Evangelist/Seventy Leadership
Team, I was mentored by some very special, spiritual, and profound people. Within a couple of
years, I felt God’s Spirit tugging at my heart and
calling me to start preparing myself for something different in my life. I began a praying and
discernment process of asking and questioning
God, while allowing God to walk with me, hand
BIOGRAPHY
in hand, sometimes leading me along this
Mary Richardson was born and raised in path. During this journey, I have received a conthe little northern town of Barron, Wisconsin and firmation of God’s call for me to the office of
belonged to a church that gave her many oppor- High Priest through experiences and relationtunities to work in Christ’s service within the
ships that have had a positive impact in my life. I
music department. She has continued throughask for your prayers and continued support as I
out the years to hone her music skills by attend- humbly accept this call and continue to discover
ing music workshops at local colleges and remy place in this circle of life.
treats.

DEBORAH TOWNER:
CALLED TO HIGH PRIEST
From Apostle Ron Harmon:
Greetings in the grace
and peace of Jesus Christ. I am
pleased to share some good
news about the movement of
the Spirit in the life of Deborah Towner. Deborah has a
call to the office of High Priest. This call has been
approved by the Council of Twelve and First
Presidency and has the full support of mission
center leadership.
I have grown to appreciate the broad diversity of leadership and ministry gifts Deborah
offers and her connection with the global vision
and mission of the church. Last year, while sharing with Deborah at a World Church financial
summit, I sensed the witness of the Holy Spirit
affirming the timeliness of this call. There was
also an affirming presence of the Holy Spirit
while her call was considered in the Council of
Twelve.
I believe Deborah has been offering the
gifts of High Priest ministry for some time, and
this call now affirms that giftedness and ministry. It is my sincere desire that the Spirit that accompanied her call will also bless your consideration of her call.

tiring early from GE, Deborah returned to college
for another degree, exploring the creative side of
her brain, and enjoyed a short 10-year second career in Architectural Interiors and Design.
Blessed with many years of experience, coaching,
mentoring, and growth opportunities, Deborah
has deep experience in management and leadership, both operationally and strategically.
Deborah has been active in Community of
Christ all her life and has served in many roles,
including the Pastor Team, Worship Coordinator, Reunion Director, Campground Board,
World Church Investment Advisory Board and
more.

TESTIMONY OF CALL
From Deborah Towner:
I have been keenly, faithfully and joyfully
aware, all of my life, that I am a child of God. I
have a sense of the light of Christ within me, as
well as the Christ within others. I strive, and I
fall, and I strive again in my faith journey to live
in loving and peaceful relationships and to help
others live into their best lives.
I have been serving my congregation and
my church in a number of ways over the past
many years, and I am always searching and seeking for the best use of my experience and gifts. I
have been aware, in a gentle and patient way,
over the past two years of my pending call to
BIOGRAPHY
High Priest. As I have had the opportunity to
Deborah Cothern Towner was born and work with some of our World Church leaders on
raised in the greater Seattle area and has been a
some boards and committees, I have had an
life-long member of Community of Christ. She
awakened sense of the possibilities and needs
attended Graceland University (then College)
along with a strong desire to share whatever
and Seattle University and received a bachelor’s skills I have to help the church move into the fudegree in education with honors. Deborah has
ture and thrive. I have a vision, a passion, and an
been married to John Towner for 40 years and is excitement for the days to come for Community
blessed with, and crazy in love with, three
of Christ, and I am humbled to walk this faith
daughters and six grandchildren.
journey with you.
Deborah spent most of her career years
working in Commercial Real Estate Investments
and Finance. She was a Senior Officer at General
Electric (GE) and led one of their International
Investment Divisions for over 20 years. After re-

SUBMITTED BY JOHN SMALLWOOD, COMMITTEE CHAIR
The Bend Congregation church property,
28.74 acres, was brought into the new City of
Bend Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) in 2017.
The property has not been zoned or
annexed. The north properties that were brought
into the new UGB, (known as the “North
Triangle”) must go through an “Area Plan”
process to define the area infrastructure
requirements, funding,
and implementation
strategies, along with
specific Master Plans for
each property to be
developed. Once these
activities are completed,
the city will approve final
zoning and annexation.
At this point,
development may begin, and the Bend
church property will have its maximum
value. Sale of a portion or all of the church
property will take place at this point so
that the GPNW Mission Center loan can
be paid in full and the funds needed for
the Bend Congregation mission program
will be available. We still anticipate three
to five years for this sale to occur.
To expedite this activity, the north
properties consortium (Golden Triangle
Consortium – GTAC), of which Bend
Congregation is a member, is working with the
City of Bend, Oregon Department of
Transportation (ODOT), Deschutes County,
Swalley Irrigation District, local neighborhood
associations, Juniper Ridge Development
committee, and three outside consulting firms to
begin laying the foundation for the North
Triangle area plan. A key issue to be resolved is
the funding and timing for the complex

infrastructure needs of the North Triangle. The
two biggest issues are the traffic and sewer
infrastructure. The issues are complex, and the
funding for these two issues is very expensive.
Traditional approaches to funding and
coordinating this development will not work.
GTAC is building consensus with key decision
makers that public and private partnership is the
proper approach to solving
this complex development
opportunity. GTAC is
conducting a workshop with
city council members and
city staff to educate them on
the opportunity for moving
forward more effectively
with public/
private
partnerships
to complete
the North
Triangle area
plan.
To
date, the
GPNW
Mission
Center has provided the initial loan ($314,147,
includes 6% interest), $20,000 (GTAC Phase II),
and $37,030 (GTAC Phase III – schedule A). The
remaining GTAC Phase III funding ($92,970)
timing is still undetermined at this time. As
progress is made with the area plan, we will have
a clearer timetable for the need for the remaining
funding.

SUBMITTED BY STEVE POMEROY, COMMITTEE CHAIR
The Bold Moves Grants initiative has
moved through a very quiet, inactive last eighteen months. As reported a year ago, the restarting of Bold Moves saw the awarding of two
small grants to the congregations of Albany and
Garden Grove. In the two cycles leading up to
this writing, only one additional grant has been
awarded.
After hosting an educational session on
Latter Day Seekers, Garden Grove Congregation
applied for and received a small grant to enhance
their library and provide other elements of welcome and hospitality to all seekers. They particularly wanted to add materials that clearly shared
the identity, message, and mission of Community of Christ. This was Garden Grove’s fourth

Bold Moves Grant and is reflective of the congregation’s desire to continue to explore new directions in expression of its missional goals.
Bold Moves is now a regular part of the
GPNW Mission Center budget, and funds available for grants can be increased or decreased in
the budgeting process as applications for the
funds warrants. Because of the low activity during 2017 and the first cycle of 2018, the ceiling
amount available for grants in 2019 has been reduced to $7,500.
Serving on the Bold Moves committee for
2019 are Eleanor Bessonette, Mike Bessonette,
Kathy Bowman, Dan Jackson, Sean Langdon,
Bill McFarlin, Kim Naten, Steve Pomeroy, and
Mary Dell Williams.

LEWIS RIVER CAMPGROUND
Submitted by Dave Polly, Board President
The spring and summer activities continue to be annual highlights for those enjoying the
Lewis River Campground.
Many seekers looking for spiritual renewal find friendships
and a feeling of belonging, and
many have enjoyed the variety
of different acuities this year.
Camp Z (Camp Zarahemla),
Junior High Girls Camp, and
Family Reunion are fun highlights, as well as retreats and weekends.
We are continuing the effort to complete
our Master Plan but have run into scheduling issues with our consultants. This is good news for
the local economy, but bad news for us trying to
get onto consultant’s schedules. We are working
through this and look forward to additional
work to continue this winter and spring on those
efforts.

We hosted our fourth annual fund raiser
auction on Saturday, October 13, at Portland
Congregation. This helps offset some of the capital development costs.
We invite
the mission center
and congregations
to use the
campground for
retreats, weekend
congregation relationship building,
or other activities.
It is important to use these wonderful facilities.
CAMP REMOTE
Submitted by Mike Grohs, Board President
Another busy year at Remote has concluded, and while we haven't done any major projects that doesn't mean that there wasn't a lot of
work taking place. I need to acknowledge the incredible job that Mike King is doing as Manager

of Camp Remote. This is a new position for him
and us, and we are learning on the job but doing
it really well. Our on-site caretakers, Jeremie and
Ralynne, have also taken on new roles, and we
are most pleased with them.
The financial solvency of our campground
is always a concern, so we took advantage of
high timber prices last winter and logged another section. We worked with a new contractor (for
us), and it went extremely well. It was a good
payday for us, but we must make it last for at
least 10 years (preferably longer). Camp Remote
has always run in the red (due to location and
client base), so we are doing the best we can to
increase our income and limit expenses. We feel
good about the future of Camp Remote.
Having said that, we need more volunteer
help. If you live within our territory, please think
about joining the Board or volunteering more often. Be more active in supporting your camp
ground.
SAMISH ISLAND CAMPGROUND
Submitted by Jim Fish, Board President
Samish Island Campground and Retreat
Center continues to be a place appreciated by all
who visit. And all who leave after a visit find
some sort of renewal and uplift. This is verified
by the new surveys that we have participants fill
out after their retreat ends. The results of the surveys have been very encouraging to the
campgrounds in that the enjoyment of each one’s
visit has been very positive, and a few ideas for
improvements have been provided. Of course,
almost everyone says they want a bathroom in
their cabin, but really, this is a campground. The
grounds have never looked better in years thanks
to John, Sandy, and Shawna. And speaking of
Shawna, she is the new kitchen/food services
manager and has started off doing a great job.
Fortunately, she has helped cook for several
years, so she knows how the kitchen operates
and has a pretty good idea of what to expect.
The place continues to be booked from the
end of February to the end of October and additional requests for retreats with no place to put

them. Unfortunately some of the kids camps got
cancelled due to the lack of adequate registration
numbers. The campground is in a very good financial position, with a budget for 2018 is at
$320K. And with this kind of activity, we could
always use more help at the work parties. Taylor
Shellfish continues to be a very good neighbor,
providing the campground an income of $30K
for us allowing them to access their properties
through ours.
Projects that have been completed this
year:
• Brown Bathroom remodeled
• New dining room tables (8-foot, 6-foot, and
round) acquired
• Dining hall basement pews removed and replaced with 50 very nice padded chairs
• New fireplace insert installed in the basement
• Yellow and green cabins painted
• New compressor installed for the kitchen
cooler
• New sewer system installed for West residence
• Some trees and stumps removed
• Fence around the children’s classrooms and
the lower fence going down to the campfire
replaced
• LED light conversion cost will be paid back in
savings in three years instead of the anticipated five
Projects yet to be done this year include:
• Finish replacing the protective boxes around
the utilities in the RV Park
• Remove and replace siding on the south side
of the CFC
• Paint the CFC
• There is a committee looking at possible upgrades to the dining hall
• There is a committee looking at a new tool
shed for our equipment
There’s much more to the Samish story,
but don’t take my word for it. Come and see for
yourself.

SUBMITTED BY SEAN LANGDON, CAMPING MINISTRIES DIRECTOR
On Saturday, June 2, 2018, while surrounded by friends and family, Dustin Niezgoda
was baptized in the creek at Lewis River
Campground, and both he and
Tanis Rees were confirmed
along the shore as part of a
Caravan Huddle. (See Caravan
report, page 56.) Then on Friday, July 20, 2018, Zack Stevens was baptized in the font
of the historic Stone Church in
Independence, Missouri, as
part of the Northwest Delegation’s trip to the International
Youth Forum (IYF) and Spectacular (SPEC). He will be confirmed at Auburn Congregation in December.
These sacraments happened because the
lives of these youth were shaped by this faith
community through our Camping Ministries program. Their discipleship was shaped by their
peers, staff, and journey with God. Each of our
family reunions also experienced baptisms this
past summer. As I reflect on these moments and
so many more from this year, I am filled with joy
because this is what it is all about. This is why we
do what we do with our Camping Ministries program.

BY THE NUMBERS
It takes a village to put on a camping program as robust as ours. Let’s look at how many
people were involved:
• 17 people planned and directed 12 camping
ministry events for children and youth
• 270 youth attended 12 camping ministry
events for children and youth
• 148 volunteers staffed 12 camping ministry
events for children and youth
• 8 people planned and directed 5 summer re-

•

union ministry events
544 people attended 5 summer reunion ministry events.
Camping ministry events for
2018 included the Northwest IYF/
SPEC Delegation, Caravan, youth
camps, and the 2017 Fall Youth Retreat.

YOUTH CAMPS
Since Mission Center Conference 2017, we have had one youth retreat and nine youth camps, plus our
Caravan and Northwest Delegation
trip to IYF and SPEC. In February,
there was a Youth Ministries Summit
with the theme of “Seeing Them
Through God’s Eyes.” We were
blessed by ministry from our Keynote
Speaker Scott Giles, as well as presenters Dorothy Wilgus, Saundra Merth, Leslie Frazier, and
Penny Hammac. We focused on a variety of topics that are important when bringing ministry to
diverse populations of children and youth. A
panel helped us explore the LGBT experience in
Community of Christ, as we learned how to
better bring ministry to children and youth that
represent a variety of sexual orientations and
gender identities. This event helped our youth
camp staff become more aware of the needs for
the youngest among us.
This past summer, we piloted a successful
blending of Camp Chimacum (Jr. High Boys) and
Camp Kluane (Jr. High Girls) at Samish Island
Campground. There is some work to be done
with outreach to potential campers, but it was
otherwise a success. In September, the Youth
Camping Team representatives for Samish Island
met and voted unanimously to permanently
blend these camps together. Though there will be
sadness at the historical loss of these stand-alone
camps, we look forward to the many blessings
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that this new Jr. High Camp at Samish Island will
bring. The Youth Camping Team representatives,
along with the appropriate directors at Lewis
River Campground,
will be doing some
visioning work to
decide if a similar
blending might happen with their Jr.
High Boys and Girls
camps. Though low
camper numbers are
a factor in these conversations, they are
also reflective of our
ever-expanding understanding of human sexuality and the harm that happens for some youth
when separating them by gender.
Camp
Kimtah, the
senior high
camp at Samish
Island, was canceled this past
summer due to
low camper
numbers. The
Youth Camping
Team will
spend some
time later this year and into 2019 exploring the
different ways that we can effectively promote
our camps to new and current prospective campers. We have a great youth camping program and
believe that there are many out there craving this
kind of ministry in their lives. If you have any
helpful ideas in this regard, I welcome your input.
To read the Caravan report, go to page 56.
To read the Northwest SPEC/IYF report, go to
page 60.

REUNIONS
This past summer, we had three family
reunions, one Adult Reunion, and one Singles
Reunion. All were wonderful
events in their own way. Our
reunions were blessed by
guest ministry from Barbara
Walden (Adult), Pam Cress
(Singles), Steve Veazey and
Cathi-Cackler Veazey
(Samish), Larry McGuire,
Ron Harmon, and Bill
McFarlin (Remote), and Linda Booth (Lewis River). They
were joined by other mission
Center leaders and staff who provided additional
ministry. All who came were blessed by the ministry of these communal formation experiences.

ONWARD TO 2019
We have some
work to do. We are needing to mentor new camping leaders for both youth
camps and reunions. In
many ways, we continue
to operate our youth
camping program through
a historical lens, when the
future is calling us forward and might be inviting
us into something new and different. Our reunions are solid programs, but there is always room
for fresh insight to help it grow and better meet
the needs of all who attend. In the midst of all the
work before us is the assurance of the many
blessings that will pour out. So, we journey forward with excitement as we continue to plan and
prepare for our next camping season. We have a
team of great directors who are already at work
so that all have enriching experiences at camps
and reunions in 2019.

SUBMITTED BY JODY BARNHART, CO-DIRECTOR
Developing Disciples to Serve… Making
Mission Real… Giving to our True Capacity…
Invite Others to Christ… Caravan 2018 was full
of excitement, baptism, confirmations, community outreach opportunities, and a time to connect
with Saints from many congregations, both during the huddles and the trip. Our journey took us
through Oregon, Idaho, and Utah. Caravan traveled as far east as Salt Lake City, with stops in
New Plymouth, Hagerman, Boise, Buhl, Pocatello, and we visited with the Saints in Baker City
on our way home.

INVITE OTHERS TO CHRIST

CHANGE FOR CHRIST MISSION
During the trip and huddles, the youth
had a change jar with the hopes of sending the
money raised to World Church, supporting
Christ’s Mission is our Mission. We are very
proud to say we sent a check to World Church
from the youth and staff in the sum of $500. What
a blessing it is to see our young people learn the
importance of giving not only their monetary
gifts, but also the gifts and talents they have with
others they meet along the way. I can say without
a doubt that the Caravan youth give to their true
capacity and make a difference in the lives of
each other as well as those to whom they minister along the way.

During our Huddle at Garden Grove
Congregation,
we were blessed
MAKING MISSION REAL
to participate in
Mission is made real
a baptism and
through bonding with each othtwo confirmaer, sleeping on church floors,
tions at Lewis
and testifying of the love of
River
Christ and joy that the relationCampground.
ship with Him in our lives
Tanis Rees was
brings.
confirmed, and
Dustin Niezgoda was baptized and confirmed. It DEVELOPING DISCIPLES TO SERVE
was truly a day of celebration for all. We also
We just had our leadership retreat in Sepwere able to accomplish a few projects at Lewis
tember to begin planning for the Caravan 2019
River Campground during our visit.
journey to Southern California and Southern Oregon. The leadership team of Tanis Rees, StephaSHARING IN COMMUNITY
nie Wigle, Suzie Simonsen, Isaiah King, Mark
In Pocatello, Caravan repackaged over
Simonsen, and Sarah Cravy began planning and
16,000 waffles—enough to feed 2,000 people. The organizing the trip, gave input on requirements,
management at the Pocatello Food Bank could
and shared with Bend Congregation on Sunday.
hardly keep up with us, bringing us boxes of fro- These young leaders are great representatives of
zen waffles. The Saints, as well as our bus driver what it means to be a disciple of Community of
Augie, even got in on the fun of serving.
Christ and what it means to feel welcomed in this
Caravan also had the opportunity to work faith community. Troy and I look forward to the
at the Catholic Community Outreach in Salt Lake journey with the Caravan this next year and all
City, organizing and cleaning the warehouse that the blessings it will bring to our group and the
stores supplies for refugees and immigrants in
many with whom we come in contact. Thank
the Utah area. The manager of the warehouse
you, GPNW, for your continued support. You
was so impressed by the amount of work that
should be proud of the disciples that represent
was completed in such a short time.
you as they journey.

SUBMITTED BY PAM CRESS, COMMITTEE CHAIR
It is time to celebrate! The first Greater Pacific Northwest Mission Center cohort of Discipleship NOW has completed the goals of study
and of practicum! Fifteen students from across the mission
center have completed two
years of studies and a final year
of practical application. Each
student developed and submitted a written plan for a project that would engage one or
all five of the Mission Initiatives. Those projects
have been finished, and the summary reports
submitted this past year.
The following students have completed all
of the requirements of the certificate program and
will be honored at our conference gathering: Jo
Anthony, Stacie Simmons Bates, Ann Brandt,
Roberta LaHue Brown, Bev Burk, Laura
Eastham, Vanessa Grace, Darlene Hudlow, Dan
Jackson, Janelle Jegglie,
Jarom Mills, Rachel Mills,
Karolyn Sharp, Christie
Skoorsmith and Sandy
Slover. Their projects were as
diverse as the ministry and
gifts that each brought to the
experience. They touched the
lives of children and adults
with everything from garden
projects to adult learning and
education projects. People
were listened to, fed, taught, encouraged, invited,
affirmed, and equipped in many ways and encounters. Seek out a student and ask about their
experience of learning, change, and growth!
Beyond the skill and experience of knowledgeable instructors, the cohort was blessed with
faithful supportive ministry from six mentors:

Judy Luffman, Susan Oxley, Dave Polly, Kathy
Sharp, Susan Webber and Tom Webber. These
mentors attended classes with the students and
offered support and encouragement in the practicum year. This
was very important ministry
and presence on the long journey of exploration.
Thanks is given to the
generous hospitality of Portland
Congregation that provided
classroom and childcare space for every classgathering weekend. Gratitude also goes to many
families in the Portland area who hosted students
overnight, saving lodging costs. The wisdom and
vision, as well as the generosity, of the Greater
Pacific Northwest Mission Center provided
$10,000 for Discipleship NOW in 2015. Now with
the graduation of the first cohort, a little over
$8,000 remains to provide for this opportunity to
continue into the future. This abundance
would not have been
possible without the
students’ diligent
contributions, as well
as the generosity and
hospitality offered by
so many. Thank you!
It is the intention of the GPNW
Leadership Team to
work toward opening a second cohort of Discipleship NOW later in 2019. Watch the NewsBriefs and for announcements of the application
to participate coming soon! This possibility might
meet the call to grow in your life or for someone
in your congregation! For now, let us celebrate
the accomplishments of Cohort One!

SUBMITTED BY DAVID SKOOR AND CARL GANN, ORPHANS AFRICA
Thanks to the loyal and generous support of
our donors, Orphans Africa (OA) continues to
accomplish much at our project schools, which
include over 550 total students. Your continued
help in abolishing poverty and ending suffering
through education and allied services means so
much to the lives OA touches. It is greatly appreciated by the orphans and the communities
where the schools reside. Asante Sana!

porting meals at the school, and the extra vegetables are being sold to bring in additional funds to
support the school. In addition to the vegetable
gardens and the animals, bee hives have been
built and set up around the property. Both the
hives and avocados will help bring in additional
funds and feed the students.

MARILYNN SCHOOL
Marilynn School has been self-sustaining for
over six years and continues to run smoothly.
Students continue to outscore other schools in
their national examinations. Out of 80 schools in
its district, it has never been out of the top 10.
It is an excellent school and represents how we
educate orphans through a self-sustaining
model. The tuition from the non-orphan students covers all operational costs of the school,
as well as orphan care. The computer center is
now operational, and students are now able to
take classes on basic office applications. You
can see a video of the computer lab on the OA
Facebook page. This will really create skilled
young adults for the future for Tanzania. It
doesn’t get any better than this. We should all
be proud, as your support has helped make this
happen!

MWAJI SECONDARY SCHOOL
The Mwaji Secondary School presently has
113 students attending four grade levels, and 32
of those are orphans. Up to 45%
of the graduates go
on to higher education, and they are
completing certificates, diplomas,
and degrees and
are then getting
jobs in teaching,
nursing, clerical
work, and government.
The deep-bore water well that was drilled in
2016 continues to make a tremendous impact on
the school and its students, as it supplies all the
THE ISANDULA CENTER
major buildings with fresh water, and we had anThe Isandula Center is OA’s planned vocaother year with an amazing reduction in watertional-technical school for teens and young adults
borne illnesses. The construcon 40 donated acres. Curtion of the new library buildrent coursework includes
ing is almost complete. We
basic mathematics, life
purchased 873 library books,
skills, entrepreneurship,
and the librarian is already at
vocational education and
work registering the books.
training, engineering sciThe Permaculture program
ence, technical drawing,
continues to do well, with
and English communicavegetable gardens along with
tion skills. We will be addgoats, cows, and chickens. Vegetables are suping computer science later.

SUBMITTED BY DAVID SKOOR AND CARL GANN, ORPHANS AFRICA
The big news for Isandula is
that through generous donations, a deep-bore water well has
been drilled on the property. It
has a big pump, and the well
produces 5,000 liters of water in
10 minutes and is clear! This
fresh water will be of great benefit to the school, as it will support future agriculture programs as well as other
programs at the site. As with the well at Mwaji,
we expect this well to help improve the health of
the students at the school and community. Because of the abundance of the water that will be
available, the school will be able to sell extra
fresh, clean water to the surrounding community,
which will soon be piped there. The funds raised
will help pay for the costs and maintenance of the
well and, in addition, provide extra funds for the
school.
The Chimbuya Nursery School for orphans
and destitute children continues to operate in a
new building created by our field partners and
will be the water-selling
station to the community. Beyond the basic education classes, OA provides health care insurance and daily porridge.
Since funding medical
insurance for the orphans and destitute
children five years ago,
we have not had any of
our orphan students die
from disease, as before, at any of our schools.
The Mbozi Nursery School educates 80-90 children, including orphans and destitute children.
We will be upgrading the facility and purchasing
additional books for the kids. Because of our selfsustaining model, the combined Mbozi Nursery

School and the
Chimbuya Nursery
School provide a year
of education, porridge for lunch, and
medical insurance for
less than $6 per child
per year!
BENEFIT DINNER & AUCTION
Our ninth annual Benefit Dinner and Auction
was held this past March at the Landmark Convention Center in Tacoma, Washington. This
year’s auction netted close to $60,000! The proceeds have benefitted all OA projects. Thanks to
all who volunteered and attended! Next years’
Benefit Dinner and Auction will be held on Saturday, March 16, 2019 in Tacoma, Washington.
Mark your calendar!
Your contributions continue to provide hope
and a future for a better life through life-changing
education. Your schools in Tanzania provide for
learning in new concrete
buildings with desks,
bunkbeds, solar lighting,
clean running water, regular food, medical insurance, and healthcare. Our
students are excelling on
the national examinations, and our schools are
winning awards from the
government. Their success is your success.
Thanks to the many supporters in Community of
Christ! May God continue to bless this work.
Please visit us online at www.orphansafrica.org.

SUBMITTED BY SEAN LANGDON, NORTHWEST DELEGATION CO-LEADER
On Tuesday, July 17, 70 senior high youth
and 18 staff from all over the Inland West and
GPNW Mission Centers, including friends from
Spain, Kansas, and British Columbia, gathered in
Independence, Missouri to begin our 2018 International Youth Forum (IYF) and Spectacular
(SPEC) experience. This was the largest Northwest Delegation we’ve had in recent memory,
and with that came a lot of special memories.
While in Independence, we stayed at the historic Stone Church building that is across from
the Temple and Auditorium. Our first 36 hours
were spent in retreat getting to know each other,
practicing
sports, forming
teams, and
better preparing ourselves
for what was
to come. We
enjoyed spending time at the
Independence
Square for dinner and hanging out as part of our retreat experience.
The IYF part of our trip took place in the Auditorium and Temple over the course of Thursday and Friday during our time in Independence. There were people there from the United
States, Canada, Australia, French Polynesia, all
over Europe, and a few from areas in Asia. Small
group experiences and worships were key elements of our time together during IYF. There
were also International Games, where the different delegations were able to teach other campers
and staff a game from their area. Following IYF,
we hosted a party at the Stone Church and invited our friends from Europe to join us! We had a
fun evening as we played games and sang each
other’s songs. After the party, we shared in a ser-

vice of celebration as Zack Stevens of Auburn
Congregation was baptized in the font at the
Stone Church.
On Saturday morning, we left Independence
and traveled to Graceland University in Lamoni,
Iowa to join everyone else for International
SPEC. Throughout the next seven days, we
played teams sports like volleyball and softball,
individual sports such as ping pong and tennis,
and then stretched our brains through Quiz
Bowl. We experienced the fine arts through classes, recitals, talent shows, and more. We worshiped every morning and shared in two special
evening services, as well.
We laughed,
played, danced,
sang, and went
deeper in our
relationship
with God and
each other. You
could say, it
was a SPECtacular experience, and, at the end of it, we were exhausted, but our cup had been filled again as we
went our separate ways back home.
Carla Nilsen is transitioning out of her role as
Co-Leader for the Northwest Delegation. We are
glad that she’ll continue on staff, but we will
miss her voice on the leadership team. We welcome Allison Richardson and Gary Farnsworth
as they join Kelly Mongrain, Brad Martell,
Sandy Decker, and Sean Langdon on the Northwest Delegation leadership team for 2019.
Our 2018 trip was full of wonderful memories
as we engaged in this transformative experience
of community building with one another. We
look forward with anticipation as we begin to
prepare for the 2019 trip. (See flyer, page 71.) Until then, 1-2-3 GO NORTHWEST!

EVENT
Fall Youth Retreat
Woodland Park Dinner & Drama
Deadline to Report 2019 Cong. Officers
Joyful Noise Sing-along at Renton
Deadline to Complete Pastor Surveys
Deadline to Submit 2019 Cong. Budget & 2017 Audit
Young Adult Christmas Retreat
Mission Center Staff Meeting
Young Adult Winter Retreat
Kitchen & Cabin Work Day @ Samish
World Conference Workshop
World Conference Workshop
World Conference Workshop
Orphans Africa Dinner & Auction
Bold Moves Grants Application Deadline
Arts Retreat
Work Week @ Samish
NW Singles Memorial Weekend Retreat
Nurturing Spirit Retreat @ Samish
Adult Reunion @ Samish
Caravan Trip
Family Reunion @ Lewis River
Jr. High Boys Camp @ Hosmer Lake
Sr. High Camp @ Remote
Family Reunion @ Samish
NW Singles Reunion @ Samish
Jr. High Camp @ Remote
SPEC NW Delegation Trip
Jr. High Camp @ Samish
Jr. High Girls Camp @ Lewis River
Camp Zarahemla @ Lewis River
Kids Camp @ Remote
Family Reunion @ Remote
Camp Kimtah @ Samish
Camp Mungai @ Samish
Alaska Retreat
NW Singles Fall Retreat
Bold Moves Grants Application Deadline
Mission Center Conference 2019

DATES

LOCATION

11/16-18/2018
11/25/2018
12/2/2018
12/9/2018
12/28/2018
12/28/2018
12/29-30/2018
1/29/2019
2/8-10/2019
2/16/2019
2/23/2019
3/2/2019
3/16/2019
3/16/2019
4/15/2019
4/26-28/2019
4/29-5/4/2019
5/25-27/2019
5/31-6/2/2019
6/8-13/2019
6/22-30/2019
6/23-28/2019
7/7-12/2019
7/7-13/2019
7/7-13/2019
7/13-17/2019
7/14-20/2019
7/17-27/2019
7/21-27/2019
7/22-27/2019
7/23-27/2019
7/28-31/2019
8/3-9/2019
8/4-10/2019
8/11-15/2019
9/20-22/2019
10/4-6/2019
10/15/2019
11/2-3/2019

Lewis River Campground
Nile Golf & Country Club
n/a
Renton Congregation
n/a
n/a
Lewis River Campground
TBA
Lewis River Campground
Samish Island Campground
Eugene Congregation
Southridge Congregation
Renton Congregation
Tacoma, Washington
n/a
Samish Island Campground
Samish Island Campground
Lewis River Campground
Samish Island Campground
Samish Island Campground
Southern California
Lewis River Campground
Hosmer Lake
Camp Remote
Samish Island Campground
Samish Island Campground
Camp Remote
Independence, MO & Lamoni, IA
Samish Island Campground
Lewis River Campground
Lewis River Campground
Camp Remote
Camp Remote
Samish Island Campground
Samish Island Campground
Camp Li-Wa
Samish Island Campground
n/a
Portland Congregation

9-9:30 am

Registration—Check in; pick-up materials, lunch tickets and
pastors’ gifts; visit fundraisers/informational tables; fellowship

9:30-10:30 am

Opening Worship Service: Invitation to Experience God’s Love

10:45-12 pm

Orientation: Spiritually Formed in Gospel Community

12-2 pm

Lunch Fellowship and Meetings

2-5:30 pm

Business Meeting: United in Spirit and Mission

5:30 pm

Meeting Adjourns

6:30-10 pm

Youth & Young Adult Dinner & Games Event

7:30-9:15 am

Pastors’ Breakfast—The Grotto: Enlighten the Eyes of our Hearts

10-10:45 am

Ordination Worship Service: Shape Us in the Image of Christ

11-12:30 pm

Communion Worship Service: When God Dreams

12:30 pm

Conference Adjourns

NOTICE
The Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center photographs and videotapes portions of our Conferences to
enhance the effectiveness of our communication both to our current members and as an outreach tool in communities our Mission Center serves. We may use this technology in a variety of ways that may include the preparation and distribution of DVDs, as well as posting all or portions of our events on our website. We are providing
this notice so that you are aware of this activity. Participation in our events presumes your permission for us to
use your image in future communications. If you have questions, comments or concerns please feel free to contact
the Mission Center President or Financial Officer.

