
DEBORAH COTHERN TOWNER was born and 
raised in the greater Seattle area and has been 
a life-long member of Community of Christ. 
She attended Graceland University (then 
College) and Seattle University and received a 
bachelor’s degree in education with honors.  
Deborah has been married to John Towner for 
40 years and is blessed with, and crazy in love 
with, three daughters and six grandchildren.  

 Deborah spent most of her career years working in 
Commercial Real Estate Investments and Finance. She was a 
Senior Officer at General Electric and led one of their 
International Investment Divisions for over 20 years. After 
retiring early from GE, Deborah returned to college for another 
degree, exploring the creative side of her brain, and enjoyed a 
short 10-year second career in Architectural Interiors and 
Design. Blessed with many years of experience, coaching, 
mentoring, and growth opportunities, Deborah has deep 
experience in management and leadership, both operationally 
and strategically. 
 Deborah has been active in Community of Christ all her 
life and has served in many roles, including the Pastor Team, 
Worship Coordinator, Reunion Director, Campground Board, 
World Church Investment Advisory Board and more. 

DEBORAH TOWNER:  
CALLED TO HIGH PRIEST 
From Mission Center President Kim Naten: It is with great pleasure 

that I share with you the call to the office of High Priest for Deborah 

Towner, Crystal Springs Congregation. This call will be formally 

presented to the membership at Mission Center Conference on 

Saturday, November 3, at Portland Congregation, to share testimony 

and request sustaining votes. Please join me in prayerfully supporting 

Deborah in her preparations for this new expression of calling and 

ministry.  
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