
 



Doctrine and Covenants 165 
 

1 a. Community of Christ, a divine vision is set before you. Presented over the years through various inspired phrases 

and symbols, it is expressed now through initiatives in harmony with Jesus Christ’s mission.  

b. As a spiritual venture, boldly follow the initiatives into the heart of God’s vision for the church and 

creation. Then, in response to growing insight about God’s nature and will, continue to shape communities that live Christ’s love 
and mission. 

c. Lovingly invite others to experience the good news of new life in community with Christ. Opportunities abound in 

your daily lives if you choose to see them. 

2 f. Sharing for the common good is the spirit of Zion. 

4 a. Regarding priesthood, God calls whomever God calls from among committed disciples, according to their gifts, to 

serve and reach all humankind. 

5 a. Spiritual growth and guidance enrich involvement in Christ’s mission. The presiding evangelist and the Order of 

Evangelists, with their colleagues in ministry, should concentrate on spiritually forming communities of 

disciples and seekers that live deeply and generously in Christ’s Spirit. 
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HASHTAG FOR SOCIAL MEDIA 
 Use #boldlyfollow when posting about our 

2017 GPNW MC Conference on social media! 
Using the hashtag categorizes your post to 
help us all easily search for them.  

HYMNALS 
 Lyrics to all hymns are displayed on the big 

screens. Hymnals are available from the Head 
Usher at the gym entrance. 

RESTROOMS 
 The main restrooms are located downstairs. 

There are two single-stall co-ed restrooms up-
stairs. Please leave the upstairs restrooms for 
those with accessibility issues, for whom go-
ing downstairs is difficult. 

WATER 
 There is a water cooler in the library and one 

in the music room (see map, page 6) . There 
are two drinking fountains in the hallway by 
the street-side entrance. Fill your own water 
bottle or use the paper cups provided, but 
please no open containers in the gym.  

CHILD CARE 
 Child care is available today for children ages 

11 and under, from 9 am to 5:30 pm (or when 
the meeting is adjourned). Please pick up your 
children during lunch (12-2 pm). 

FUNDRAISERS/INFORMATION TABLES 
 Caravan is selling Caravan gear and canteen 

items (water, soda, candy) to support their 
2018 mission trip to Inland West MC. 

 Outreach International has a display of Out-
reach International activities and is collecting 
“as needed” donations for OI. 

 Albany Congregation is selling fleece blankets 
and gift bags. All proceeds go to Aid Africa. 

 Cottage Grove Congregation is selling items 
to support the American Cancer Society 
through their Relay for Life team.. 

 Garden Grove Congregation is selling coffee 
and treats to support their mission endeavors. 

ALTERNATES CHECK IN FOR ASSIGNMENT 
 Alternates, please check in at the registration 

table after the opening worship to confirm 
your congregational voting assignment.  

LUNCH 
 Reservations for the in-house catered lunch 

were required ahead of time. If you purchased 
or reserved lunch, you should have received 
your lunch tickets during registration this 
morning. If you do not have your lunch tick-
ets, please visit the registration table. (See 
lunch information on page 27.)  

 Your lunch ticket will indicate where to pick 
up your lunch. Please have your ticket ready 
so that we can help you quickly identify your 
correct lunch option. 

 Aaronic Priesthood will meet downstairs in 
the double classroom.  

 High Priests and Evangelists will meet up-
stairs in the library. 

 Seventy will meet in the front of the Sanctu-
ary. 

EVALUATIONS 
 A Conference evaluation form was distributed 

with this packet. Please fill it out after each 
session. Please leave evaluations on the regis-
tration table before you depart. Your feedback 
helps us improve Conference! 

SATURDAY EVENING EVENTS 
 5:30-9 pm—Youth grades 8-12 and young adults 

will have a hosted pizza dinner in the Library 
immediately following the Business Meeting, 
and then depart at 6:30 pm for roller skating at 
Oaks Park (7805 SE Oaks Park Way, Portland, 
OR 97202) from 7-9 pm. Parents will need to pick 
up their youth from Oaks Park at 9 pm. Cost is 
$10 per person. Contact Sean Langdon (425-293-
6366, slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org). (See page 
62.) 

 2 am Sunday—Daylight Savings Time ends; set 
your clocks back one hour Saturday night. 

mailto:slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org


DAVID NII 
USA Field Bishop 

 

David M. Nii, a minister for 

Community of Christ, is 

bishop for the USA mission 

fields. He holds the priesthood 

office of bishop. 

 He has also served as bishop for the Asia 

Mission Field, apostolic assistant for the West 

USA and West Central USA mission fields, 

president and financial officer for the Rocky 

Mountain USA Mission Center, bishop of the 

Denver Stake, and stewardship minister for the 

West Central States Region. 

 Born in Hilo, Hawaii, David received a 

bachelor of science in engineering from Harvey 

Mudd College, Claremont, California, and a 

master of arts in religion from Park University, 

Parkville, Missouri. He also completed seminar 

courses in small group facilitation and business 

management. 

 He worked as a petroleum production 

engineer and engineering consultant. He also ran 

an independent equipment brokerage business. 

As a bi-vocational minister, he served the church 

in the roles of pastor, financial officer, evangelism 

and community outreach coordinator, pastoral 

care commissioner, and member of the stake high 

council. 

BILL MCFARLIN 

Mission Support Leader 

 

William E. McFarlin is a 

bishop and serves as field 

support minister for the 

Western USA Mission Field. 

His past assignments include 

USA Field administrative support minister, 

financial officer for Greater Pacific Northwest 

USA and Inland West USA mission centers, 

Greater Pacific Northwest USA Mission Center 

president, Pacific Field bishop, Pacific Northwest 

Region financial officer, and pastor of the Fort 

Collins Congregation in Colorado. Bill’s 

ministerial passion focuses on the connection 

between discipleship, stewardship, mission, and 

spirituality. 

 Bill was born and raised in Clinton, Iowa. 

His undergraduate education was at Graceland 

College. He received a doctorate from Palmer 

College of Chiropractic and a master of arts in 

Christian ministry from Community of Christ 

Seminary. Bill is married to Beth and they have 

two adult children. Bill and Beth live in 

Vancouver, Washington. His hobbies include 

technology and glass fusing.  







PRAISE AND WORSHIP ...................................................................................................... Congregation 
 When in Our Music God is Glorified (CCS 1) 
 Blessed Be Your Name (CCS 252) 
 Sing of Colors (CCS 332) 
 
Welcome ............................................................................................................................................. Pam Cress 
 
Invitation to Awareness ................................................................................................................. Dane Mahi 
 
*Hymn: Each Breath is Borrowed Air (CCS 144) ......................................................................... Congregation 
 
*Opening Prayer ............................................................................................. Ashley and Kathryn Whitham 
 
Flag Ceremony ........................................................................................... Pam Cress and Mary Richardson 
 
Discipleship NOW ......................................................................................................................... Ann Brandt 
 
A Disciple’s Generous Response .............................................................................................  Bill McFarlin 
 Piano Accompaniment ........................................................... Judy Luffman and Mary Richardson 
 
Charge ................................................................................................................................................ Kim Naten 
 
*Blessing on the Conference ...................................................................................................... Ron Benedict 
 
*Hymn: In the Crossroads of This Moment (CCS 170) ................................................................ Congregation  
 
*Congregation stands if able 
CCS=Community of Christ Sings Hymnal 
 
Lead Musician/Pianist: ..................................................................................................................... Judy Luffman 
Song Leader ................................................................................................................................. Mary Richardson 
Head Usher .................................................................................................................................. Kevin Merriman 
Bagpipe: .................................................................................................................................Christian Skoorsmith 
Drums: ............................................................................................................................................. Tom Needham 
Flag Ceremony Coordinator: ........................................................................................................... Sean Langdon 
Presider .................................................................................................................................................. Pam Cress 
 

 Break—Delegate Orientation convenes promptly at 10:45 am. 
Please fill out your Evaluation Form for the Opening Worship.  



Prelude .................................................................................................................................... Judy Luffman 

Welcome and Introductions ...................................................................................................... Kim Naten 

*Hymn: Church of Christ Now Poised Anew (CCS 373) ........................................................ Congregation 

*Invocation ...................................................................................................................................... Jan Glass 
 *Piano Response ........................................................................................................ Judy Luffman 

Delegate Orientation ........................................................................................... Kim Naten, pages 10-12 

World Church Updates ................................................................................................................ David Nii 

Song: Peace Begins .............................................................................................. Daniel Rose and vocalists 

Mission Center Financial Officer’s Annual Report ................................ Steve Pomeroy, pages 13-16 
Presentation and Review of 2017 Financial Reports, Proposed  
2018 Congregational Allocations, Proposed 2018 Mission Center  
Operating/Missional Budget, and Internal Audit Report of 2016 ....... Steve Pomeroy, pages 17-24 
 
INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS 
 Bend Property Phase III Funding Approval  ...................................... Steve Pomeroy, page 25 
 Bend Loan Extension  .............................................................................. Steve Pomeroy, page 25 
 Reverse Ordering of Doctrine and Covenants  ......................................... Kim Naten, page 26 
 A Time to Act—Community of Christ Support ........................................ Kim Naten, page 26 

*Hymn: God Whose Grace Redeems Our Story (CCS 570) ..................................................... Congregation 

*Benediction ...................................................................................................................................... Ed Ford 
 *Response ................................................................................................................... Judy Luffman 

*Congregation stands if possible 
CCS=Community of Christ Sings Hymnal 
Lead Musician/Pianist ................................................................................................................. Judy Luffman 
Head Usher ............................................................................................................................. Kevin Merriman 
Song Leader ............................................................................................................................ Mary Richardson 
Presider ............................................................................................................................................ Kim Naten 

Lunch Break—Business Meeting convenes promptly at 2:00 pm. 
Please fill out your Evaluation Form for the Delegate Orientation. 

 All: Lunch on your own or catered lunch for those with meal tickets.  
 Parents: Please pick up your child promptly from child care for lunch.  
 Aaronic Priesthood: Aaronic Priesthood are meeting downstairs in the double classroom. If you 

ordered a catered lunch, your meal ticket will indicate where to pick it up.  
 High Priests & Evangelists: High Priests and Evangelists are meeting upstairs in the Library. If 

you ordered a catered lunch, your meal ticket will indicate where to pick it up.  
 Seventy: Seventy are meeting upstairs in the front of the Sanctuary. If you ordered a catered 

lunch, your meal ticket will indicate where to pick it up.  
 All: Take this time to check out the fundraising and informational tables in the Music Room! 



COMMUNITY OF CHRIST  

Greater Pacific Northwest Mission Center  

GUIDELINES AND OPERATING 

PROCEDURES  

January 1, 2004 
 

VII. MISSION CENTER CONFERENCES  
A. Delegates—The Greater Pacific Northwest 

(GPNW) Mission Center is organized to hold 

Mission Center business sessions at the 

Mission Center Conferences. The Mission 

Center Conference is a delegate conference. 

Everyone is invited to attend the conference, 

but only delegates will be granted voice and 

vote during legislative sessions. Delegates will 

be assigned by the following formula based on 

membership:  

 Category A (congregations fewer than 60) 

will have two delegates.  

 Category B (congregations 60 to 119) will 

have four delegates.  

 Category C (congregations greater than 120 

to 239) will have six delegates.  

 Category D (congregations greater than 

240 to 479) will have eight delegates  

 Category E (congregations greater than 

480) will have ten delegates  

 Mission center field staff and council will 

be ex officio delegates to the Mission 

Center Conference.  

Delegates are chosen by the congregations, 

each delegate having voice and vote at the 

business sessions. Congregations also elect 

alternate delegates to serve in the event their 

elected delegates are not able to attend the 

conference. All Conference attendees may 

attend the business session, but only delegates 

have voice and vote. Normally, delegates are 

advised two weeks in advance of matters to be 

brought before the Conference.  

B. Mission Center Business Items—The purpose 

of Conferences is to conduct the business of 

the GPNW Mission Center and invite all 

members and friends connected with the 

Mission Center to gather for worship, 

conferring, encouragement, challenge and 

fellowship. The focus is to help congregations 

and individuals fulfill their Christian calling. 

The agenda will include worship, legislative 

sessions, committee meetings, campground 

Association meetings, classes and training, 

and fellowship. Legislative sessions will 

primarily focus on approving the budget, 

sustaining officers, handling legislative items 

and approving priesthood calls to the offices 

of Bishop, Evangelist, High Priest, and 

Seventy.  

 

C. World Conference Issues—Delegates to 

World Conference are elected at the Mission 

Center Conference. Normally, candidates are 

listed by congregation on the election ballot. 

Mission Center business sessions also may 

approve legislation for presentation to the 

World Conference. Only delegates have voice 

and vote when these issues are presented at 

the Mission Center Conference.  

 

 



 A main motion must be moved, seconded, 

and stated by the Chair before it can be 

discussed. 

 If you approve the motion as it is, vote for it. 

 If you disapprove the motion entirely, vote 

against it. 

 If you approve the idea of the motion, but 

want to change it in some manner, move to 

amend it by adding, deleting, or striking out a 

word, phrase, or section with a proposed 

substitute for it. 

 If you want competent advice to help you to 

make your decision, move to refer the motion 

to an appropriate person or committee with 

instructions to report back. 

 If you feel that they can handle it better than 

the assembly, move to refer the motion to a 

committee with power to act. 

 If you think that the assembly should not act 

on the motion, move that it lay on the table. 

 If you want time to think the motion over, 

move that consideration be deferred to a 

certain time. 

 If you think that further discussion is 

unnecessary, move the previous question with 

“I call for the question.” A two-thirds vote is 

required to end debate, while the motion itself 

is undebatable. 

 If you think that the assembly should give 

further consideration to a motion referred to a 

committee, move that the motion be recalled. 

 If you think that the assembly should give 

further consideration to a matter already 

voted on, move that it be reconsidered. (This 

can be done only by persons who voted on the 

prevailing side of the decision).  

 If you think that a matter introduced is not 

germane to the matter at hand, a question of 

order may be raised.  

 Nominations are not seconded, only motions 

are seconded. 

 

LEGISLATIVE, ADMINISTRATIVE AND 

JUDICIAL FUNCTIONS 

 “No legislative body (i.e. Mission Center 

Conference) can rightfully take to itself 

administrative or judicial functions, such as 

initiating calls to priesthood (clearly an 

administrative function) or trying a church 

member accused of transgression (a judicial 

function).” Rules and Resolutions, Herald House, 

1980, p. 14. 

 

REFRAINING FROM ATTACKING A 

MEMBER'S MOTIVES 

 “When a question is pending, a member 

can condemn the nature of likely consequences of 

the proposed measure in strong terms, but he/she 

must avoid personalities, and under no 

circumstances can he/she attack or question the 

motives of another member...” Robert's Rules of 

Order (Revised), Scott, Foreman & Co., 1970, p. 331.  



GPNW Congregation 
September 2017  

Membership 

MC Conference  

Delegates 

Albany, OR 79 4 

Auburn, WA 215 6 

Bend, OR 168 6 

Bremerton, WA 137 6 

Cottage Grove, OR 46 2 

Cowlitz Valley, WA 116 4 

Crystal Springs, WA 391 8 

East Wenatchee, WA 34 2 

Ellensburg, WA 44 2 

Eugene, OR 247 8 

Fairbanks, AK 70 4 

Garden Grove, WA 127 6 

Highland Park, WA 128 6 

Mat-Su Valley, AK 21 2 

Mossyrock, WA 3 2 

Myrtle Point, OR 69 4 

Neilton, WA 21 2 

Portland, OR 560 10 

Puyallup, WA 224 6 

Rainier Valley, WA 81 4 

Redmond, OR 73 4 

Renton, WA 218 6 

Rogue Valley, OR 136 6 

Roseburg, OR 54 2 

Salem, OR 147 6 

Samish, WA 87 4 

Sequim, WA 6 2 

Southridge, WA 181 6 

Tuality, OR 156 6 

University Place, WA 219 6 

Woodland Park, WA 152 6 

Yakima Valley, WA 74 4 

MC Council, Officers & Paid Ministerial Staff  15 

Total  167 

Delegate Formula: 

Membership < 60=2, 60-119=4, 120-239=6, 240-480=8, > 480=10 



 This passage of Community of Christ scrip-
ture is both challenging for us and a challenge to 
us. It is difficult for us to look at the things of the 
world that we “have to have” and reduce them to 
those goods and services that we really need—
even those that we need to live life comfortably. 
Every time we are asked to provide greater finan-
cial support for something we value, we are real-
ly being asked to evaluate our choices and 
patterns of using our resources to see where we 
can change to make additional giving a reality. 
 This past year has been filled with those op-
portunities of re-evaluation in meeting the needs 
of our congregations, our mission center, and the 
world-wide church; however, it appears to have 
only been a warm-up for the year to come. We 
are being made increasingly aware that the finan-
cial challenges facing Community of Christ are 
serious and long-term and cannot be cured by a 
simple fund-raiser or a target-giving effort.  
 Our congregations have long known that it is 
the consistent, ongoing generosity of faithful dis-
ciples that provides for their church home and 
the efforts of mission they are called to express. 
As a mission center, GPNW has been blessed by 
that same abundant generosity. Throughout 
2017, GPNW has been challenged by accommo-
dating additional services and expenses that 
were previously provided for it; our 2018 budget 
reflects those additions. Many of the transitioned 
costs were not known when we met and ap-
proved a budget last November. We have man-
aged to absorb the increased costs through your 
generosity and by looking for ways of doing 
things differently. That effort will increase in 

2018, as we look at each item in the budget to de-
termine its fit with the focus of our mission.  
 The larger challenge before us is how to grow 
that level of generosity locally and regionally, 
and extend it to the international sharing of the 
gospel which the World Church is called to shep-
herd.  
 

ALLOCATIONS 
 For the first time in several years, the overall 
total of congregational allocations will increase in 
2018. As of this writing, nearly 97% of the alloca-
tions for 2017 have been paid. THANK YOU! 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO MISSION CENTER 
 The work of the mission center is funded in 
multiple ways. One that is specifically open to all 
of us is referred to as “Individual generosity.” 
These contributions are an important part of the 
overall budget of the mission center and support 
our shared mission and ministries across Alaska, 
Oregon, and Washington. Your generous contri-
butions as part of your ongoing discipleship help 
connect you with ministries that send kids to 
camps; provide learning opportunities for lead-
ers, members, and friends; and support leaders 
across the mission center.  
 Our 2017 budget projected income of $35,000 
from individual generosity; as of the end of Sep-
tember, giving in this way is slightly above the 
pace necessary to reach this projected goal. The 
goal for 2018 has been increased slightly to 
$36,750. You can express your support of the on-
going ministries and services of your mission 

Faithful disciples respond to an increasing awareness of the abundant generosity of God by sharing according 

to the desires of their hearts; not by commandment or constraint. Break free of the shackles of conventional cul-

ture that mainly promote self-serving interests. Give generously according to your true capacity. Eternal joy 

and peace await those who grow in the grace of generosity that flows from compassionate hearts without 

thought of return. Could it be otherwise in the domain of God, who eternally gives all for the sake of creation? 

— Community of Christ Doctrine and Covenants Section 163:9 



center by using one or more of these different op-
portunities for giving: 
1. Designate the mission center on the left side 

of your offering envelope or on your check as 
part of your contributions through your con-
gregation. 

2. Set up an account through e-tithing, the 
church’s online giving process, and designate 
the mission center as receiving a share of your 
contributions. Check out the details and op-
portunities at www.cofchrist.org/etithing-faq 
or call 816-833-1000, ext. 1391 for assistance. 

3. Send a check (made out to “Community of 
Christ”) directly to the Mission Center Fi-
nance Office (P.O. Box 69227, Renton WA 
98058). 

4. Click the “Give” button near the top of the 
GPNW website (www.cofchrist-gpnw.org) to 
give via PayPal (no PayPal account required). 

5. Contribute during the worship service at this 
Mission Center Conference. 

 Thanks again for your generosity and willing-
ness to share in our common efforts to share the 
call to mission in the Greater Pacific Northwest.  
 

CONGREGATIONAL GENEROSITY 
 For the past few years, the mission center 
budget has included an income line for contribu-
tions from congregations that have additional in-
come and resources that are not factored into the 
allocation formula (e.g., rental income and/or in-
vestment earnings). Throughout 2017, we have 
all benefitted from the generosity of congrega-
tions such as Albany, Crystal Springs, Fair-
banks, Portland, Renton, University Place and 
Woodland Park. Their willingness to once again 
share in additional support of the life of the mis-
sion center has enabled us to exceed budgetary 
expectations in this area. We are grateful for their 
ongoing congregational generosity that supports 
our collective mission and ministries. 

 We continue to need this type of congrega-
tional support. The budget line item for Congre-
gational Generosity will be $20,000 in 2018. That 
means that there is need for other congregations 
to join in this effort. If your congregation has 
been blessed with additional financial capacity, 
please consider sharing a gift of any size in sup-
port of other congregations of the Mission Center 
by contributing through the Congregational Gen-
erosity budget income line item for 2018.  
 

INTERNATIONAL CHURCH GIVING 
 A great deal of recent attention has been giv-
en to the ongoing need to support ourselves in 
the international arena. Our tendency to look at 
labels (i.e. congregations, mission centers, inter-
national church) sometimes causes us to develop 
divisions in our thinking. We are all one body, 
and we all suffer when any one portion suffers. 
Efforts of sacrificial giving are evident in several 
of our congregations as they recognize that we 
are all tied together. As a mission center, early 
payment of outstanding debt, absorbing reim-
bursable expenses, and real estate sales gifts are 
some of the avenues that have been followed to 
provide support without creating long-term 
stress upon our congregations. 
 

OPERATING INVESTMENT FUND (OIF) 
 The OIF is a key part of our mission center’s 
financial structure. It is a financial reservoir from 
which we draw support for the operating mis-
sion of GPNW. It also provides funding, at the 
body’s discretion, for such extra-budgetary mis-
sional elements as the Alaska Travel Fund, as 
well as funding possible church expansion, the 
cost of maintaining and selling mission center 
properties (and, when required, congregational 
properties), and Operating Reserves. The compo-
sition of the Operating Investment Fund (OIF), as 
of December 31, 2016, can be found on the 
bottom of the proposed budget. (See page 22.) 

http://www.cofchrist.org/etithing-faq
http://www.cofchrist-gpnw.org


 The OIF is a foundational tool in mission cen-
ter budgeting. To help ensure the fund’s sustain-
ability into the future, we are using a five-year 
rolling average for the balance of the fund. Unre-
alized real estate equity balances have been re-
moved from the fund for the 2018 budgeting pro-
cess. This means a $500,000 reduction in our 
budgeting asset base. This step, combined with 
unplanned additional transitioned expenses, 
have resulted in an increase of 1% in our invest-
ment draw for 2018. This is not a sustainable 
pattern over the long term, as we seek to move 
toward a recommended spending rate for use by 
the annual Operating/Missional Budget of four 
percent. Difficult conversations regarding pro-
gramming and staffing lie before us as we work 
to ensure the value of the OIF is available for use 
now and in the years to come.  
 

2016 AUDIT 
 GPNW received a positive audit report for 
2016. The summary letter is included in the con-
ference bulletin (page 24), and the audit details 
are available on the Mission Center Conference 
page of the mission center website 
(www.cofchrist-gpnw.org/conference). 
 

ALASKA TRAVEL FUND 
 The Alaska Travel Fund continues to be a val-
uable link in providing access to conferences, 
camps, SPEC, reunions, and learning opportuni-
ties for GPNW members in Alaska and for those 
GPNW ministers travelling to share ministry in 
Alaska. Conference action in 2014 replenished 
the fund and required a report on its viability to 
this year’s conference. As of August 2017, the 
fund’s balance is approximately $26,375. This 
amount is sufficient to adequately cover travel in 
2018; however, I recommend that another replen-
ishment resolution be considered by the 2018 
GPNW Conference in preparation for the addi-

tional travel costs related to World Conference 
2019 and other future travel needs. 
 

REAL ESTATE 
 The Bellevue property remains an unrealized 
real estate asset. Positions by the City of Bellevue 
on sewer, water, and access issues have stymied 
progress in accomplishing sale of the property. 
However, a potential buyer is currently making 
progress on resolving these issues, and we re-
main hopeful that sale of this property may be 
accomplished finally in 2018.  
 Sale of the Olympia (WA) church facility was 
finalized in July. The disposition of the net pro-
ceeds was carried out in accordance with mission 
center policies and conference action.  
 The Woodburn (OR) church facility has been 
on the market for nearly a year without serious 
interest. The current listing agreement is sched-
uled to end in December, and we will re-evaluate 
the future course of action. Fortunately, we are 
blessed with tenants who care for the building 
and whose rent covers all necessary property ex-
penses.   
 

BEND LOAN UPDATE 
 The balance of the loan will be approximately 
$318,000 at the end of this year, with a continuing 
interest rate of 6%. Additional costs for Phase II 
of the ongoing development process ($20,000) 
were added to the principal of the loan during 
2017. Resolutions before this year’s conference 
may impact both the amount and schedule of the 
loan.  
 

BOLD MOVES GRANTS 
 Action by the 2016 GPNW Conference re-
affirmed Bold Moves Grants as an integral tool of 
mission, reduced its annual ceiling to $10,000 
(from $25,000), and moved it into the regular 
budgeting process, beginning in 2018. Two 
grants were awarded in spring 2017. 

http://www.cofchrist-gpnw.org/conference.html


EVENT ASSISTANTS 
 The many financial transactions related to 
camps, reunions, retreats, and other mission cen-
ter events are made infinitely more efficient by 
some very important people. Gerrie King, John 
VanDerWalker, Karen Sundstrom, and Kelly 
Mongrain have served wonderfully as Event As-
sistants for the Mission Center Financial Officer 
in 2017, and I want to express my gratitude to 
them for their efforts on behalf of us all. Thanks 
so much for all that you do! 
 

CAMPGROUNDS 
 Our campgrounds continue to serve a vital 
role in mission, outreach and community. They 
are led by dedicated boards who give generously 
of their time and talents to handle the myriad of 
challenges and issues that few of us even imagine 
when we enjoy the beauty and joy of the times 
we spend in community there. The coming 
months will place a number of continuing chal-
lenges before all of our campground boards, and 
I appreciate their willingness to do the hard work 
that will be necessary. 
 

MISSION CENTER COUNCIL 
 The previously separate advisory bodies of 
the Finance Committee and Mission Center 
Council were blended together in 2017, and I 
have greatly appreciated the wisdom, insight, 
and experience this expanded body has provid-
ed. The whole of GPNW is blessed by their ser-
vice in this way, and their voice will be an im-
portant part of difficult and rich conversations to 
come.  
 

THANK YOU 
 On a personal note, the past year has contin-
ued to be an adventure I never would have imag-
ined. The twists and turns, ups and downs of it 
all sometimes bring frustration, but more often, 
they bring incredible gratitude for who all of you 

are and what all of you do. We truly are one 
body—rumpled at times, but graciously compas-
sionate, generous, and truly desirous of living 
out our expression of the mission of Jesus Christ. 
 As I move into the final year of my service for 
you in this role, I look forward to working with 
all of you to continue building all of those ele-
ments of mission that help us to share the vision 
and energy of the gospel in lives throughout the 
Greater Pacific Northwest and beyond. To that 
end, we are already enormously blessed. We 
have a wonderful staff, both paid and self-
sustaining, and strong support from the Western 
Mission Field. And, then there are all of you: the 
membership of this far-flung, but amazingly effi-
cient and spiritually connected community, who 
have been patient and supportive to me person-
ally, but more importantly, faithful to sharing for 
the common good that truly brings the spirit of 
Zion to life. 

 Faithful disciples respond to an increasing 
awareness of the abundant generosity of God 
by sharing according to the desires of their 
hearts... 

 May we continue to grow as those faithful 
disciples, responding to God’s gift of all to us, as 
we journey together into an always challenging 
future. 
 
With thankfulness we are One in Christ, 
 
Steve Pomeroy 
Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center 
Financial Officer 



  
2016 Annual 

Budget 
2016 EOY 
Audited 

2017 Annual 
Budget 

2017 YTD 
6/30/2017 

2018 Proposed   
Budget 

INCOME           
 Congregational Allocations $127,509.00  $126,526.00  $127,509.00  $74,655.00  $131,334.00  
 Operating & Youth Contributions $30,000.00  $30,599.00  $35,000.00  $17,329.00  $36,750.00  
 Youth Minister Fund Draw $10,000.00  $10,000.00  $741.00  $741.00  $0.00  
 Investment Income $194,589.00  $194,589.00  $152,571.00  $76,286.00  $146,846.00  
 Additional Investment Draw $14,085.00  $14,085.00  $65,986.00  $32,993.00  $102,628.00  
 Bend Loan Draw $7,700.00  $7,700.00  $7,953.00  $3,977.00  $8,402.00  
 Expansion Groups $1,300.00  $1,064.00  $1,000.00  $116.00  $1,000.00  
 Congregational Generosity $10,000.00  $13,487.00  $15,000.00  $13,389.00  $20,000.00  
 Klamath Falls/Lake Louise Draw $9,117.00  $9,117.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  
 Alaska Mission Fund Draw $0.00  $0.00  $3,000.00  $3,000.00  $3,000.00  
 Youth Ministries Draw $0.00  $0.00  $1,130.00  $1,130.00  $0.00  
 Administrative Fund Draw $0.00  $0.00  $2,000.00  $2,000.00  $1,474.00  
 Prior Years Carryover $27,000.00  $27,000.00  $46,670.00  $46,670.00  $23,066.00  
TOTAL INCOME $431,300.00  $434,167.00  $458,560.00  $272,286.00  $474,500.00  
EXPENSES           
MINISTERIAL SUPPORT           
 Congregational Support Ministers $185,000.00  $205,626.00  $229,708.00  $101,889.00  $221,250.00  
 Ministry/Home Office Expenses $50,000.00  $34,744.00  $40,000.00  $11,217.00  $43,100.00  
 Alaska Ministry Stipend $3,000.00  $1,120.00  $3,000.00  $1,242.00  $3,000.00  
 Vehicle Reserve $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $1,375.00  
TOTAL Ministerial Support $238,000.00  $241,490.00  $272,708.00  $114,348.00  $268,725.00  
OFFICE SUPPORT           
 Support Staff $100,000.00  $94,728.00  $104,572.00  $51,696.00  $112,500.00  
 Professional Services $6,000.00  $140.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  
TOTAL Office Support $106,000.00  $94,868.00  $104,572.00  $51,696.00  $112,500.00  
OFFICE ADMINISTRATION           
 Audit $1,000.00  $783.00  $950.00  $79.00  $900.00  
 Phone/Internet $4,800.00  $4,651.00  $4,560.00  $2,193.00  $4,800.00  
 Copies/Printing $9,000.00  $7,393.00  $8,550.00  $4,564.00  $7,700.00  
 Supplies $2,000.00  $1,520.00  $1,900.00  $584.00  $1,900.00  
 Technology $4,000.00  $3,616.00  $3,800.00  $513.00  $3,750.00  
 Postage/Mailing Service $7,000.00  $6,577.00  $6,650.00  $4,026.00  $7,000.00  
 Storage $1,100.00  $1,555.00  $1,045.00  $0.00  $1,100.00  
 Payroll Service Fees $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $1,500.00  
 Miscellaneous $1,500.00  $1,743.00  $1,425.00  $1,485.00  $1,500.00  
 Insurance $2,900.00  $1,288.00  $1,900.00  $1,809.00  $2,650.00  
TOTAL Office Administration $33,300.00  $29,126.00  $30,780.00  $15,253.00  $32,800.00  
MISSION SUPPORT           
 Mission Center Conference $7,000.00  $6,895.00  $6,650.00  $0.00  $6,700.00  
 Spectacular $10,000.00  $10,000.00  $9,500.00  $9,500.00  $9,100.00  
 Camper Support $15,000.00  $15,000.00  $14,250.00  $14,250.00  $13,950.00  
 Caravan $5,000.00  $5,000.00  $4,750.00  $4,750.00  $4,625.00  
 International Youth Forum $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $2,000.00  
 Youth Camping Team/Training $2,000.00  $176.00  $1,000.00  $284.00  $2,000.00  
 Leadership Development $7,000.00  $4,697.00  $6,650.00  $1,173.00  $6,500.00  
 Misc. Mission $1,000.00  $0.00  $950.00  $0.00  $900.00  
 Ecumenical $2,000.00  $2,000.00  $1,900.00  $1,900.00  $1,900.00  
 Peace & Justice Ministries $1,000.00  $0.00  $950.00  $100.00  $900.00  
 Bold Moves Grants $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $10,000.00  
 Young Adult Ministries $2,000.00  $1,849.00  $1,900.00  $453.00  $1,900.00  
TOTAL Ministry Support $52,000.00  $45,617.00  $48,500.00  $32,410.00  $60,475.00  
CONG. ALLOCATION SUBSIDY $2,000.00  $0.00  $2,000.00  $0.00  $0.00  
TRANSFERS $0.00  $23,066.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  
TOTAL EXPENSES $431,300.00  $434,167.00  $458,560.00  $213,707.00  $474,500.00  
NET RECEIPTS $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $58,579.00  $0.00  



  12/31/2015 Audited 12/31/2016 Audited 6/30/2017 Provisional 

ASSETS       

CURRENT ASSETS (C.A.) 

10200  Checking Account--Main $17,712.60  $22,831.80  $37,909.46  

10201  Checking--Event $16,698.45  $13,198.78  $15,793.28  

10202  Checkcard $859.17  $961.08  $1,477.48  

10203  PayPal $354.72  $2,073.36  $2,464.44  

10505  Investment--W/C AIP-A $2,907,308.28  $3,172,852.03  $3,038,752.67  

C.A./ NOTES RECEIVABLE 

10875  Bend loan $263,767.42  $280,081.80  $298,566.37  

C.A./ PROPERTY ACCTS RECEIVABLE (A/R) 

11010  Lake Louise $26,542.87  $0.00  $0.00  

11020  Bellevue $125,595.16  $134,471.91  $163,304.29  

C.A./ ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE (A/R) 

12011  A/R Other $0.00  $0.00  $962.50  

12120  A/R CWM Camp Share ($663.76) ($2,535.00) $0.00  

12130  Suspense $0.00  $0.00  ($542.10) 

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS $3,358,174.91  $3,623,935.76  $3,558,688.39  

FIXED ASSETS 

16403  Bellevue Property $500,000.00  $500,000.00  $500,000.00  

16409  Lincoln City Property $235,000.00  $0.00  $0.00  

16410  Vehicle $0.00  $0.00  $6,695.00  

TOTAL FIXED ASSETS $735,000.00  $500,000.00  $506,695.00  

TOTAL ASSETS $4,093,174.91  $4,123,935.76  $4,065,383.39  



  12/31/2015 Audited 12/31/2016 Audited 6/30/2017 Provisional 

LIABILITIES 

TOTAL LIABILITIES $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  

NET ASSETS / FUND EQUITIES 

31000  Operating Fund $0.00  $0.00  $54,633.73  

33200  Prepaid Allocations $1,808.00  $0.00  $0.00  

33300  Bold Moves Grants $5,695.71  $0.00  $10,127.16  

33400  Alaska Travel Fund $43,853.41  $32,523.70  $30,791.97  

33410  Alaska Project Fund $2,243.40  $2,396.40  $2,396.40  

33420  Alaska Exploration Fund $994.80  $1,062.80  $1,062.80  

33430  Alaska Mission Fund $0.00  $36,793.63  $33,793.63  

33500  Event & Activity Operation $0.00  $0.00  $25,974.07  

33570  NW Singles Ministries $3,758.16  $3,651.85  $4,306.59  

33571  Singles Endowment $12,763.35  $13,677.35  $13,677.35  

33572  Discipleship Now $10,845.24  $9,191.49  $8,327.28  

33573  Leadership Dev $30,469.65  $31,442.95  $31,225.24  

33574  Peace & Justice Ministries $7,606.77  $8,125.77  $8,125.77  

33576  Fine Arts Retreat $786.56  $772.32  $217.11  

33577  Young Adults $0.00  $0.00  ($172.55) 

33580  Youth Caravan $4,417.54  $5,018.00  $4,270.15  

33610  Youth Ministries $1,130.20  $1,130.20  $3,055.00  

33620  Spectacular $0.00  $0.00  $153.28  

33700  Youth Minister $10,741.14  $741.14  $0.00  

36630  Unrealized Property Gains $735,000.00  $500,000.00  $500,000.00  

36640  Equity In Notes Rec $263,767.42  $280,081.80  $288,566.37  

37050  Activity Assistance $17,812.83  $19,028.83  $19,028.83  

37060  Act Assistance-Camp Kimtah $380.30  $170.30  $170.30  

37070  Act Assistance-Camp Chimacum $4,391.38  $4,409.74  $4,409.74  

37090  MC Administrative $3,712.35  $3,965.35  $1,965.35  

RESERVE FUNDS 

37711  Reserve for Subseq Year $0.00  $69,736.15  $23,066.15  

37712  Furn & Equip Reserves $45,645.78  $48,706.04  $48,640.35  

37750  Operating Reserves $107,975.00  $107,825.00  $114,640.00  

AGENCY FUNDS 

38810  NW Evangelists $1,522.30  $1,626.30  $1,626.30  

38812  Western Field $0.00  $1,781.38  $1,781.38  

38813  Gospel Wagon $5,005.98  $5,308.23  $5,308.23  

38814  Vehicle $0.00  $0.00  ($876.50) 

38815  Ellensburg Payroll $192.00  $192.00  $192.00  

38816  Portland Fund $761.89  $153.70  $0.00  

38842  Property Management $21,592.18  $22,585.51  $24,256.72  

38843  Sequim $508.83  $543.83  $543.83  

38881  Operating Investment Fund $2,747,792.74  $2,911,294.00  $2,800,099.36  

TOTAL NET ASSETS/FUND EQUITIES $4,093,174.91  $4,123,935.76  $4,065,383.39  

TOTAL LIABILITIES/FUND EQUITIES $4,093,174.91  $4,123,935.76  $4,065,383.39  



GPNW 
Congregation 

2018 
Allocation 

2017 
Allocation 

$ Variance 
with 2017 

% Variance 
with 2017 

Albany $3,045  $2,768  $277  10.00% 

Auburn $7,657  $6,961  $696  10.00% 

Bend  $4,060  $3,812  $248  6.50% 

Bremerton $3,532  $3,211  $321  10.00% 

Cottage Grove $2,047  $1,979  $68  3.40% 

Cowlitz Valley $3,939  $3,581  $358  10.00% 

Crystal Springs  $6,383  $5,803  $580  10.00% 

East Wenatchee  $1,609  $1,463  $146  10.00% 

Ellensburg $2,153  $1,989  $164  8.20% 

Eugene $8,984  $8,537  $447  5.20% 

Fairbanks $1,951  $2,168  ($217) -10.00% 

Garden Grove $4,156  $3,778  $378  10.00% 

Highland Park $2,479  $2,254  $225  10.00% 

Mat-Su Valley $1,356  $1,233  $123  10.00% 

Myrtle Point $2,032  $1,847  $185  10.00% 

Neilton  $1,014  $922  $92  10.00% 

Olympia $0  $1,753  ($1,753) -100.00% 

Portland $8,485  $7,714  $771  10.00% 

Puyallup $5,513  $5,202  $311  6.00% 

Rainier Valley $2,627  $2,388  $239  10.00% 

Redmond $5,939  $5,399  $540  10.00% 

Renton $7,109  $6,463  $646  10.00% 

Rogue Valley $4,427  $4,036  $391  9.70% 

Roseburg  $1,121  $1,019  $102  10.00% 

Salem $5,862  $5,329  $533  10.00% 

Samish $4,864  $4,777  $87  1.80% 

Southridge $8,654  $8,660  ($6) -.0.1% 

Tuality $5,511  $5,157  $354  6.90% 

University Place $5,818  $5,289  $529  10.00% 

Woodburn $0  $2,987  ($2,987) -100.00% 

Woodland Park $5,502  $5,135  $367  7.10% 

Yakima Valley $3,505  $3,895  ($390) -10.00% 

Totals $131,334  $127,509  $3,825  3.0%  

     

Total Allocations for 2018:  $131,334  

Total 2016 contributions to Congregational Ministries: $620,108  

499 Total number of 2016 local contributors:  



The allocation computation uses two primary 
factors: 
1. Total Congregational Ministries contributions 

(purpose code 100) 
2. Total number of Contributor Units for 

congregational contributions—a single 
person or married couple counts as 1 unit 

 Congregations that receive the most 
contributions and have the most contributors 
will have the highest allocation. 

 The allocation formula is designed to help 
determine a congregation’s ability to pay and 
is a reflection of their collective generosity. 

 There is no perfect formula; however, we 
continue to strive for an equitable approach. 

 
Criteria and rationale for the formula: 
 The data used to compute the allocations is 

from the church’s computerized database, 
Shelby. 

 The allocations are based only on the 
immediate past year’s contributions because 
it is a more current reflection of the 
congregation’s contributor composition. 

 It does not drag multiple years of historical 
data forward because previous formulae 
included “stale” data and did not reduce 
fluctuations in allocations between years as 
much as hoped. 

 Half of the allocation is based only on 
Congregational Ministries (purpose code 100) 
contributions, not mission center or World 
Church contributions, because congregational 
contributions more accurately reflect the 
giving strength locally. 

 The other half of the allocation is based on the 
number of congregational contributors who 
contribute more than $100 during the year. 

 A “ceiling” and “floor” of 10% (more or less 
than the previous year’s allocation) are 
included in the process because this is a way 
to directly limit fluctuations year to year and 
make budgeting for congregations more 
predictable. 

 Questions? Contact Mission Center Financial 
Officer Steve Pomeroy (spomeroy@cofchrist-
gpnw.org, 425-457-0739).  

 Total proposed allocations for 2018:  ................................................................................................. $131,334 
 Total 2016 contributions to Congregational Ministries: ................................................................ $620,108 
 Total number of 2016 local contributors: ..................................................................................................  499 

Hypothetical Example Using Congregation X: Assume total annual GPNW congregational allocations are 
$100,000, total GPNW member contributions were $1,000,000, and total number of GPNW contributors 
were 1,000. 
 The first half of the total GPNW combined congregational allocation is based on Congregational Minis-

tries contributions (Purpose code 100) during 2016 (most recent completed year) —$50,000 (1/2 of 
$100,000). 

 Congregation X had annual local contributions of $80,000, which is 8% of the total GPNW member con-
tributions ($80,000/$1,000,000). 

 Congregation X’s part of this half of the allocation would be 8% of $50,000, or $4,000. 
 The second half of the total allocation ($50,000, 1/2 of $100,000) is based on the number of congregation-

al contributors to Congregational Ministries during 2016. 
 Congregation X had 24 contributors, which is 2.4% of the total GPNW contributors (24/1,000). 
 Their part of this half of the allocation would be 2.4% of $50,000, or $1,200. 
 Congregation X’s total allocation for 2018 would then be $4,000 + $1,200, or $5,200. 
  
Final Considerations: If Congregation X’s computed allocation for 2018 is more than 10% higher than their 
2017 allocation, their 2018 allocation will be limited to a 10% increase. If Congregation X’s computed alloca-
tion for 2018 drops by more than 10% compared with their 2017 allocation, their 2018 allocation will be lim-
ited to a 10% decrease. 

mailto:spomeroy@cofchrist-gpnw.org
mailto:spomeroy@cofchrist-gpnw.org


Description 2016 Audited 2017 Budget 6/30/17 Actuals 2018 Budget % of Budget Var w/2017 
INCOME             
    Congregational Allocations $126,526 $127,509 $74,655 $131,334 27.7% 3.0% 
    Operating & Youth Contributions $30,599 $35,000 $17,330 $36,750 7.7% 5.0% 
    Youth Minister Fund Draw $10,000 $741 $741 $0 0.0% -100.0% 
    Investment Income $194,589 $152,571 $76,286 $146,846 30.9% -3.8% 
    Additional Investment Draw $14,085 $65,986 $39,993 $102,628 21.6% 55.5% 
    Bend Loan Draw $7,700 $7,953 $3,977 $8,402 1.8% 5.6% 
    Expansion Groups $1,064 $1,000 $116 $1,000 0.2% 0.0% 
    Congregational Generosity $13,487 $15,000 $13,389 $20,000 4.2% 33.3% 
    Klamath Falls/Lake Louise Draw $9,117 $0 $0 $0 0.0% 0.0% 
    Alaska Mission Fund Draw $0 $3,000 $3,000 $3,000 0.6% 0.0% 
    Youth Ministries Draw $0 $1,130 $1,130 $0 0.0% -100.0% 
    Administrative Fund Draw $0 $2,000 $2,000 $1,474 0.3% -26.3% 
    Prior Years Carryover $27,000 $46,670 $46,670 $23,066 4.9% -50.6% 
TOTAL INCOME $434,167 $458,560 $279,287 $474,500 100.0% 3.5% 
EXPENSES             
  MINISTERIAL SUPPORT             
    Ministerial Staff $205,626 $229,708 $101,589 $221,250 46.6% -3.7% 
    Ministry/Home Office Expenses $34,744 $40,000 $11,517 $43,100 9.1% 7.8% 
    Alaska Ministry $1,120 $3,000 $1,242 $3,000 0.6% 0.0% 
    Vehicle Reserve $0 $0 $0 $1,375 0.3% 0.0% 
    TOTAL Ministerial Support $241,490 $272,708 $114,348 $268,725 56.6% -1.5% 
  OFFICE SUPPORT             
    Support Staff $94,728 $104,572 $51,696 $112,500 23.7% 7.6% 
    Professional Services $140 $0 $0 $0 0.0% 0.0% 
  TOTAL Office Support $94,868 $104,572 $51,696 $112,500 23.7% 7.6% 
  OFFICE ADMINISTRATION             
    Audit $783 $950 $79 $900 0.2% -5.3% 
    Phone/Internet $4,651 $4,560 $2,193 $4,800 1.0% 5.3% 
    Copies/Printing $7,393 $8,550 $4,564 $7,700 1.6% -9.9% 
    Supplies $1,520 $1,900 $584 $1,900 0.4% 0.0% 
    Technology $3,616 $3,800 $513 $3,750 0.8% -1.3% 
    Postage/Mailing Service $6,577 $6,650 $4,024 $7,000 1.5% 5.3% 
    Storage $1,555 $1,045 $0 $1,100 0.2% 5.3% 
    Payroll Service Fees $0 $0 $1,121 $1,500 0.3% 0.0% 
    Miscellaneous $1,743 $1,425 $365 $1,500 0.3% 5.3% 
    Insurance $1,288 $1,900 $1,809 $2,650 0.6% 39.5% 
  TOTAL Office Administration $29,126 $30,780 $15,252 $32,800 6.9% 6.6% 
  MISSION SUPPORT             
    Mission Center Conference $6,895 $6,650 -$33 $6,700 1.4% 0.8% 
    Spectacular $10,000 $9,500 $9,500 $9,100 1.9% -4.2% 
    Camper Support $15,000 $14,250 $14,250 $13,950 2.9% -2.1% 
    Caravan $5,000 $4,750 $4,750 $4,625 1.0% -2.6% 
    International Youth Forum $0 $0 $0 $2,000 0.4% 0.0% 
    Youth Camping Team/Training $176 $1,000 $284 $2,000 0.4% 100.0% 
    Leadership Development $4,697 $6,650 $1,174 $6,500 1.4% -2.3% 
    Misc. Mission $0 $950 $0 $900 0.2% -5.3% 
    Ecumenical $2,000 $1,900 $1,900 $1,900 0.4% 0.0% 
    Peace & Justice Ministries $0 $950 $100 $900 0.2% -5.3% 
    Bold Moves Grants $0 $0 $0 $10,000 2.1% 0.0% 
    Young Adult Ministries $1,849 $1,900 $453 $1,900 0.4% 0.0% 
  TOTAL Mission Support $45,617 $48,500 $32,378 $60,475 12.7% 24.7% 
  CONG. ALLOCATION SUBSIDY $0 $2,000 $0 $0 0.0% -100.0% 
  TRANSFERS $23,066 $0 $0 $0 0.0% 0.0% 
TOTAL EXPENSES $434,167 $458,560 $213,674 $474,500 100.0% 3.5% 
NET GAIN/DEFICIT $0 $0 $65,613 $0     
Operating Investment Fund (as of 12/31/16)           
Operating Invest*   $3,115,638  (*) includes Olympia net proceeds and  
Property Equity   $0  Olympia account closing ($169,344+$35,000)  
Operating Reserve   $114,640         
12/31/2016   $3,230,278         
12/31/2015   $3,506,386         
12/31/2014   $3,834,660         
12/31/2013   $4,011,582         
12/31/2012   $3,772,896         
5 year average   $3,671,160         



 The 2018 budget represents an increase of 

3.5% over the 2017 budget. 

 Congregational allocations will be increased 

by 3%. After five years of no overall in-

crease—actually a decrease when accounting 

for inflation—last year’s conference voiced 

that congregations should provide an in-

creased portion of budget support. 

 Both the Individual Generosity and Congre-

gational Generosity elements have been in-

creased.  

 This budget is constructed on an asset base 

that does not include unrealized property as-

sets. This is reflected by the significant remov-

al of the Bellevue property ($500,000) from 

the budgeting process.  

 GPNW Operating surplus for 2016 provides 

for $23,066 of support for the 2018 budget. 

 Previous funding sources (Youth Minister 

Fund Draw and Youth Ministries Fund Draw) 

have been exhausted. 

 Funding for the full-time Mission Center 

President (MCP) position and the (.475 FTE) 

Mission Center Financial Officer (MCFO) po-

sition is included in the proposed 2018 budg-

et. 

 The total number of Full-Time Equivalent 

(FTE) staff positions serving the GPNW was 

7.75 at the start of 2015 and will be 5.55 in 

2018. 

 Additional self-sustaining ministers are being 

asked to support the ongoing missional min-

istries of GPNW. 

 The Ministerial Staff line primarily includes 

the MCP, MCFO, and two mission support 

minister positions. 

 The Ministry/Home Office Expenses line is 

slightly increased to support work by addi-

tional self-sustaining ministers. 

 Support staff expenses have been increased to 

include additional expenses transitioned to 

GPNW by World Church. 

 No salary increases have been budgeted for 

2018. 

 Payroll service provider fees have been added 

to the budget. 

 Bold Moves Grants ($10,000) is added to the 

expense budget for the first time in 2018 per 

Conference action. 

 Funding for IYF (International Youth Forum), 

which occurs every four years, and Youth 

Camping Team Summit, which occurs every 

three years, has been added to the 2018 budg-

et. No World Church funding is available as 

in previous years to offset some of these ex-

penses. Adjustment to budgets of various 

camping program ministries has helped to 

offset these increases. 

 Expenses previously supported by World 

Church have been transitioned to field juris-

dictions in 2017 and are provided for in the 

2018 budget. 

 Recommended guidelines set a 4% target 

draw amount from the Operating Investment 

Fund. It is recognized that the sudden reduc-

tion from the previous 6% target will take 

time to achieve without major reductions in 

programming and staff.  

 Given the significant changes in income 

sources and additional expenses, a sustaina-

ble GPNW budget for 2018 will require an ad-

ditional draw of 2.8% from the GPNW Oper-

ating Investment Fund, above the 4% target, 

for a total draw of 6.8%. This is not a long-

term sustainable pattern, and its reversal will 

require difficult conversations and decisions 

going forward. 





 WHEREAS, the Bend church property is a 

member of the Golden Triangle Area Consortium 

(GTAC); and 

 WHEREAS, GTAC has defined three 

phases: Phase I – Scoping; Phase II – Develop-

ment/Financial Strategy; and Phase III – Master 

Plan/Zoning/Annexation, so that development 

may be approved by the City of Bend; and 

 WHEREAS, the current value for the Bend 

property (28.74 acres) is estimated at $1.5 million 

and the estimated value at the end of Phase III is 

$7.6-$10.1 million; and 

 WHEREAS, Bend Congregation GTAC 

Phase I funding of $7,722, was paid for by Bend 

Congregation; and 

 WHEREAS, to meet timing needs, Bend 

Congregation GTAC Phase II funding of $20,000 

was added to the existing Bend-Mission Center 

loan (at the existing 6% interest rate) after review 

and approval by GPNW Mission Center officers 

and Mission Center Council; and  

 WHEREAS, Bend Congregation GTAC 

Phase III funding requirement is estimated at 

$130,000 and the decision to move into Phase III 

will take place in approximately Quarter 1, 2018, 

well after GPNW Mission Center Conference; 

and 

 WHEREAS, the funds for Bend Congrega-

tion GTAC Phase III funding need to be available 

by Quarter 1, 2018; therefore be it 

 RESOLVED, that, based upon the merits 

of completed Phase II activities and projected 

Phase III activities of the Bend Congregation 

Property Development Project, the Mission Cen-

ter officers, in consultation with the Mission Cen-

ter Council, be granted approval to make the fi-

nal determination if Phase III necessary funding 

of approximately $130,000, and not to exceed 

$200,000, shall be added from Mission Center 

funds to the existing Bend-Mission Center loan at 

the continued rate of 6 % interest. 

 WHEREAS, the current Bend loan for 

property development from the GPNW Mission 

Center is due on January 1, 2020; and 

 WHEREAS, there has been significant de-

lay in Bend church property annexation process 

due to the previous economy downturn and ex-

tended delay in the City of Bend gaining Urban 

Growth Boundary (UGB) approval from the State 

of Oregon; and 

 WHEREAS, the Bend church property is a 

member of the Golden Triangle Area Consortium 

(GTAC); and 

 WHEREAS, GTAC has defined three 

phases: Phase I – Scoping; Phase II – Develop-

ment/Financial Strategy; and Phase III – Master 

Plan/Zoning/Annexation, so that development 

may be approved by the City of Bend; and 

 WHEREAS, the projected completion date 

for Phase III activities is currently 2021, pushing 

the ultimate Bend church property annexation 

and property sale out beyond January 1, 2020; 

therefore be it 

 RESOLVED, the Bend loan is due and 

payable upon the sale of all, or a portion, of the 

Bend church property.  

BEND PROPERTY PHASE III FUNDING APPROVAL 
Submitted by Bend Congregation 

BEND LOAN EXTENSION 
Submitted by Bend Congregation 



 WHEREAS, the most recent sections of the 
Doctrine and Covenants most clearly articulate 
the present-day identity, message, mission, and 
beliefs of Community of Christ; and 
 WHEREAS, most current corporate worship 
and individual devotional readings in materials 
produced by Community of Christ are taken from 
the more recent sections of the Doctrine and Cove-
nants; and 
 WHEREAS, the Doctrine and Covenants is the 
most unique book of scripture, representing the 
continuing faith journey of Community of Christ 
to members, friends, and potential seekers; and  
 WHEREAS, the present (traditional) printing 
of the sections in chronological order presents our 
earliest articulations of Community of Christ iden-
tity, message, mission, and beliefs first, which are 
not always most representative of how Communi-
ty of Christ understands our prophetic call today; 
and 
 WHEREAS, introducing readers (church mem-
bers, friends, and seekers alike) to our most cur-
rent understandings of God's perennial Call to the 
church and Vision for creation is a missional pri-
ority throughout the world; and 
 WHEREAS, while Community of Christ in re-
cent decades continues to value our faith journey, 
we no longer rely exclusively on the story of our 

early history to understand our present sense of 
calling; and 
 WHEREAS, periodic reprinting of the Doc-
trine and Covenants is a matter of course; and 
 WHEREAS, a change to the Doctrine and Cov-
enants requires a proposal by the First Presidency 
and the approval of World Conference; therefore 
be it 
 RESOLVED, that the World Conference re-
quests the First Presidency to propose that begin-
ning with the next available printing of the Doc-
trine and Covenants, the Doctrine and Covenants 
be printed with sections in reverse order, starting 
with the most recent section and ending with Sec-
tion 1; and be it further 
 RESOLVED, that, if proposed by the First 
Presidency and approved by the World Confer-
ence, at the discretion of the First Presidency an 
editorial board be established by the First Presi-
dency to oversee any necessary changes to effect 
this resolution; and be it further 
 RESOLVED, that no content changes be au-
thorized to the sections of the Doctrine and Cove-
nants, but minor changes to the historical intro-
ductions of some sections may be changed if such 
change makes the section more readable in the 
historical context and in the new (reversed) order. 

REVERSE ORDERING OF DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS  
Proposed World Conference Resolution Submitted by Christian Skoorsmith 

 WHEREAS, Community of Christ is called to 

be fully engaged in the mission of Jesus Christ 

around the world; and 

 WHEREAS, Community of Christ is facing sig-

nificant financial challenges which are adversely 

affecting its pursuit of this mission; and 

 WHEREAS, the Presiding Bishopric has asked 

congregations and mission centers to consider sup-

porting Worldwide Mission Tithes and the Bridge 

of Hope project; therefore be it  

 RESOLVED, that the Greater Pacific Northwest 

(USA) Mission Center make a one-time contribu-

tion of $10,000.00 from its Affiliated Investment 

Pool account, by November 30, 2017, with such 

funds to be divided equally between Worldwide 

Mission Tithes and the Bridge of Hope project. 

A TIME TO ACT—COMMUNITY OF CHRIST SUPPORT 
Submitted by Greater Pacific Northwest-USA Mission Center 





Prelude ................................................................................................................................... Barb Hawksford 
Gathering Hymns: 
 Christ Leads! (CCS 28) .......................................................................................................... Congregation 
 To Be Your Presence (CCS 351) ............................................................................................ Congregation  

CALL TO ORDER: ........................................................................................................................ Kim Naten 
 Announcements ..................................................... On-Site Conference Assistant Dianne Webberley 
 *Hymn: Prophetic Church, the Future Waits (CCS 362)..................................................... Congregation 
 *Invocation ................................................................................................................. Doug Lahue Brown 
  *Sung Response: Let This Mind Be In You (CCS 169) ................................................ Congregation 
 Approval of Minutes: 
  November 5, 2016 (Annual Mission Center Conference) ...................... Kim Naten, pages 32-36 

REPORTS: 
Mission Center President’s Annual Report ................................................. Kim Naten, pages 37-42 

  2017 Staff and Volunteer Transitions ............................................................................ Kim Naten 
  2017 Outgoing Staff and Volunteer Ministries: 

 Tom Anderson – Lewis River Campground Board 
 Mike Bessonette – Lewis River Campground Board, Remote Campground Board, 

Samish Island Campground Board 
 Don Brady – Samish Island Campground Caretaker 
 Sydney Brady – Samish Island Campground Caretaker 
 Mark Chapman – Samish Island Campground Board 
 Netta Groat – Lewis River Campground Board 
 Ron Mason – Remote Campground Board 
 Bill McFarlin – Lewis River Campground Board, Remote Campground Board, Samish 

Island Campground Board 
 Rick Naten – Congregational Support Minister 
 Catherine Peter – Samish Island Campground Board 
 Steven Sauvé – Congregational Support Minister 
 Kathy Sharp – Bold Moves Grants Selection Committee, Samish Island Campground 

Board 
 Stacie Simmons Bates – MC Leadership Team, Congregational Support Minister, Co-

Visiting Ministry Coordinator 
 John Smallwood – Congregational Support Minister, Bold Moves Grants Selection 

Committee 
  2017 Incoming Staff and Volunteer Ministries: 

 Shari Amos – Lewis River Campground Board 
 Karen Beckman Householder – Mission Center Leadership Team 
 Jill Brunette – Mission Center Leadership Team 
 Tamy Deam – Leadership Support Minister 
 Larry Dobson – Samish Island Campground Board 
 Cindie Ellwanger – Samish Island Campground Board 
 Gary Farnsworth - Leadership Support Minister 
 Susan Gregory – Leadership Support Minister 



 Lowell Groat – Leadership Support Minister 
 Cliff Hagman – Leadership Support Minister 
 Wanda Hagman – Leadership Support Minister 
 Tere Lytle – Lewis River Campground Board 
 Ranelle Morris – Remote Campground Board 
 Kim Naten – Bold Moves Grants Selection Committee, Lewis River Campground Board, 

Remote Campground Board, Samish Island Campground Board, Mission Center Council 
 Susan Oxley – Leadership Support Minister 
 Steve Pomeroy – Lewis River Campground Board, Remote Campground Board, Samish 

Island Campground Board 
 Mary Richardson – Leadership Support Minister, Visiting Ministry Co-Coordinator 
 Carol Sleightam – Lewis River Campground Board 
 John VanDerWalker – Samish Island Campground Caretaker 
 Sandy VanDerWalker – Samish Island Campground Caretaker 
 Nancy Welch – Leadership Support Minister 
 Tom Welch – Leadership Support Minister 
 Sharon West – Leadership Support Minister 

Written Reports ....................................................................................................................... pages 47-60 
 Bend Loan Report .................................................................................................................... page 47 

Bold Moves Grants Report .................................................................................................... page 48 
Campground Association Reports: Lewis River, Remote, Samish Island ............ pages 49-51 
Camping Ministries Report ............................................................................................ pages 52-54 
Caravan Report ........................................................................................................................ page 55 
Invitation Support Minister Report ..................................................................................... page 56 
Discipleship NOW Report..................................................................................................... page 57 
Northwest Singles Report ...................................................................................................... page 57 
Orphans Africa Report ........................................................................................................... page 58 
Outreach International Report .............................................................................................. page 59 
Spectacular Report .................................................................................................................. page 60 

Referral of Financial Reports to Internal Audit Department ........... Steve Pomeroy, pages 17-19 
Acceptance of 2016 Audit Report .................................................................. Steve Pomeroy, page 24 

*Hymn: Community of Christ (CCS 354)  ................................................................................. Congregation 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 Sustaining of Mission Center President ............................................................... David Nii, page 43 
 Sustaining of Mission Center Financial Officer .................................................. David Nii, page 44 
 Sustaining of Mission Center Invitation Support Minister ............................................. David Nii 
 Sustaining of Mission Center Recorder .............................................................................. Kim Naten 
 Sustaining of Mission Center Council ......................................................................... Steve Pomeroy 

The Council serves as an advisory body to the Mission Center President, Financial Officer and 
Invitation Support Minister on matters affecting the core functions of the Mission Center. The 
following names are submitted for consideration and approval for 2018: 
 Roschell Farnsworth, Teacher, Oregon  
 Jan Glass, Elder, Oregon 
 Nancy McManus, Priest, Alaska 
 Todd Sargeant, Elder, Washington 
 Brenda Sargent, High Priest, Washington 



 Stacie Simmons Bates, High Priest, Washington 
 Doug Brown, Bishop, Oregon 
 Cheryl Davis, Elder, Alaska 
 Dan Jackson, Elder, Washington 
 Terry Richardson, High Priest, Washington 
 John Stephens, Bishop, Oregon 

 Sustaining of Youth Camping Team ............................................................................. Sean Langdon 
The Youth Camping Team promotes sacred communities that reflect the love of God and teachings of 
Christ in our youth camps and retreats at three campgrounds, Caravan and SPEC Northwest 
Delegation. It assists the Camping Ministries Director with providing training, resources, 
recruitment of directors and assistance with recruitment of camp staff, and provides feedback on 
policies that enable a healthy and safe camping environment. The following names are submitted for 
consideration and approval for 2018: 
 Jody Barnhart , Remote 
 Laura Fish, Samish Island 
 Jason Keesee, Lewis River 
 Rick Naten, Samish Island 
 Katie O’Keefe-Knobel, Remote 
 Sara Mongrain, Samish Island—NEW 
 Chris Phelps, Samish Island (British Columbia) 
 Dee Robino, Remote 
 Christina Simonsen, Remote 
 Jeff Weaver, Lewis River 
 Dianne Webberley, Lewis River 
 Sharon West, Lewis River—NEW 
Thanks to Catherine Peter and Brenda Sargeant for their service on the Youth Camping Team. 

Recognition of Camp Director Transitions .................................................................. Sean Langdon 
  2017 Outgoing Camp Directors: 

 Darby Benedict Sinclair—Kids Camp at Remote Director 
 Mark Chapman—Camp Chimacum at Samish Co-Director 
 Glen Fishel—Adult Reunion at Samish Co-Director 
 Sean Langdon – GPNW Youth Retreat Co-Director 
 Kim Naten—Camp Kluane at Samish Director 
 Mary Schlenker—Sr. High Camp at Remote Co-Director 
 Stan Simonsen—Jr. High Camp at Remote Director 
 Dave Skoor—Camp Chimacum at Samish Co-Director 

  2018 Incoming Camp Directors: 
 Eric Blickenstaff—Jr. High Camp at Remote Director 
 Dane Mahi—GPNW Youth Retreat Co-Director 
 Michael Sahlberg—Sr. High Camp at Remote Co-Director 
 Sean Langdon—Family Reunion at Remote Co-Director 

 Resolutions: 
  Bend Property Phase III Funding Approval  ......................................... Steve Pomeroy, page 25  
  Bend Loan Extension.................................................................................. Steve Pomeory, page 25 
  Reverse Ordering of Doctrine and Covenants ............................................. Kim Naten, page 26 
  A Time to Act—Community of Christ Support ........................................... Kim Naten, page 26 
 Consideration of 2018 Operating/Missional Budget .......................... Steve Pomeroy, pages 22-23 



 Moment of Blessing ................................................................................................................. Pam Cress 

MEETING RECESSED 

CALL TO ORDER: ......................................................................................................................... Kim Naten 
 *Hymn: There’s A Church Within Us (CCS 278) ................................................................ Congregation 

PRESENTATION OF PRIESTHOOD CALL: ................................................ Steve Pomeroy, David Nii 
 Scripture Reading: John 13:12-16  ....................................................................................... Anne Dobson 
 Hymn: Clothe Us In Your Spirit, verse 1 (CCS 584) ........................................................... Congregation  
 Call to the Office of High Priest for Kim Naten (Cowlitz Valley Congregation): 

Through the testimony of the Holy Spirit, World Church Leadership has approved a call to High Priest for 
Kim Naten. This call is presented for you to sustain. 

Testimony of Call ............................................. Letter from Ron Harmon, presented by David Nii 
Testimony by Candidate ............................................................................ Kim Naten, page 45 
Affirming Testimonies 
Sustaining by Conference 

 Hymn: Clothe Us In Your Spirit, verse 2 (CCS 584) ........................................................... Congregation  
 Prayer of Support ............................................................................................................... Mark Murphy 

*Closing Hymn: Make Us, O God, a Church That Shares (CCS 657) ..................................... Congregation 
*Closing Prayer of Blessing ........................................................................................................ Dee Robino 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

*Congregation stands if able 
CCS=Community of Christ Sings Hymnal 
Lead Musician/Pianist .................................................................................................................. Barb Hawksford 
Song Leader ............................................................................................................................................ Jill Reents 
Head Usher .................................................................................................................................. Kevin Merriman 
Presider ................................................................................................................................................. Kim Naten 

Please complete your Evaluation Form for the Business Meeting. If you are not returning for 
Sunday Services, please leave your Evaluation Form at the Registration table.  

 5:30-9 pm—Youth grades 8-12 and young adults will have a hosted pizza dinner in the Library 
immediately following the Business Meeting, and then depart at 6:30 pm for roller skating at Oaks 
Park from 7-9 pm. Parents will need to pick up their youth from Oaks Park at 9 pm. Cost is $10 per 
person. Contact Sean Langdon (425-293-6366, slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org). (See page 62.) 

 2 am Sunday—Daylight Savings Time ends; set your clocks back one hour Saturday night. 
 7:30-9:15 am Sunday—Pastors’ Breakfast: God Calls, at The Grotto (8840 NE Skidmore Street, 

Portland OR 97220). Presenters include Bill McFarlin, David Nii, Sean Langdon, Kim Naten, 
Steve Pomeroy, Pam Cress, and two Discipleship NOW participants.  

 10-10:45 am Sunday—Ordination Worship Service: Enriching Our Spiritual Community. Be sure to 
join us as Dan Jackson (Southridge Congregation), whose call was sustained at last year’s 
Mission Center Conference, is ordained to the office of Bishop. Pending sustaining votes during 
the business meeting, Kim Naten will be ordained to the office of High Priest. 

 11 am Sunday— Communion Worship Service: Boldly Follow. Our sending forth worship will 
feature David Nii proclaiming the Word and sharing in the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. An 
offering to defray the costs of Mission Center Conference will be received at this service. 

 12:30 pm Sunday—Conference will adjourn by 12:30 pm.  

mailto:slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org


COMMUNITY OF CHRIST 

Greater Pacific Northwest Mission Center 

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

Annual Mission Center Conference 

November 5, 2016—Portland, Oregon 

  

CALL TO ORDER 
 Greater Pacific Northwest (GPNW) Mis-

sion Center President Mike Bessonette wel-

comed delegates and participants, and acknowl-

edged and introduced the technical staff; Confer-

ence staff; musicians; and visiting ministry, 

Apostle Ron Harmon, Council of Twelve Apos-

tles, and Bishop Diana Hansen, Mission Support 

Leader.  

 Mike Bessonette officially called the meet-

ing to order at 2:10 pm. Mission Center Recorder 

Jill Brunette was present. Following Conference 

announcements by On-Site Conference Assistant 

Dianne Webberley and singing of “Redeemer of 

Israel,” Brenda Sargent (Cowlitz Valley) offered 

the invocation. 

  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 Tracy MacDonald (Cowlitz Valley) moved 

to approve the Minutes of the annual GPNW 

Mission Center Conference Business Meeting 

held on November 7, 2015, as provided in Con-

ference materials. By show of hands, the motion 

carried unanimously. 

   

REPORTS 
 Mike Bessonette presented the President’s 

Annual Report as printed in the Conference bul-

letin. The report incorporated the Conference 

theme, “Christ Leads.” Report filed. 

  

 Staff and Volunteer Transitions 

 Mike Bessonette expressed appreciation 

for the depth of skill represented in the Mission 

Center staff and those that serve on various com-

mittees or in other mission center roles.  

 Bill McFarlin joined the meeting remotely. 

Mike Bessonette and Ron Harmon recognized 

Bill as our new Western Field Support Minister 

and thanked Bill for his services as MCFO. They 

presented Bill with a gift from the Mission Center 

of a glass cross. Bill accepted the gift and discon-

nected from the meeting.  

 Kim Naten and Steve Pomeroy recog-

nized Mike Bessonette, retiring Mission Center 

President, and presented him with a gift from the 

Mission Center of a special painting by Courtney 

Sahlberg (Bend). Mike shared his deepest thanks 

to the body. 

 Mike Bessonette recognized other indi-

viduals stepping down from their previous re-

sponsibilities:  

 Shari Amos, Mission Center Conference Co-

Chair 

 Sheyne Benedict, Young Adult Ministries 

Team 

 Bev Burk, Mission Center Finance Committee 

 Stan Corrington, Mission Center Finance 

Committee 

 Susan Gregory, Klamath Falls Congregation-

al Support Minister 

 Sean Langdon, Mission Center Mission Coor-

dinator 

 Jarom Mills, Mission Center Council 

 Kathy Sharp, Church Council of Greater Seat-

tle Board Representative 

 John VanDerWalker, Alaska Task Force 

 Dianne Webberley, Financial Assistant 

  Mike then recognized those individuals 

moving into new areas of responsibility:  

 Sean Langdon, Invitation Support Minister 



 Kim Naten, Mission Center President 

 Steve Pomeroy, Mission Center Financial Of-

ficer, Church Council of Greater Seattle Board 

Representative 

 Christian Skoorsmith, Church Council of 

Greater Seattle Board Representative 

 Val Walker, Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon 

Board Representative 

 Dianne Webberley, Special Projects, Mission 

Center Conference On-Site Assistant 

 The Chair referred the body to the follow-

ing written reports in Conference materials: 

 Bend Congregation Loan Report, submitted 

by John Smallwood 

 Bold Moves Grants Report, submitted by Ste-

ve Pomeroy 

 Campground Association Reports: Lewis Riv-

er, submitted by David Polly, Remote, sub-

mitted by Mike Grohs and Samish Island, 

submitted by Mark Chapman 

 Camping Ministries Report, submitted by 

Sean Langdon 

 Caravan Report, submitted by Jody Barnhart 

 Northwest Singles Report, submitted by Tom 

Webber and Susan Webber 

 Orphans Africa Report, submitted by David 

Skoor 

 Outreach International Report, submitted by 

Vivian Nash and Jerry Nash 

 Spectacular Report, submitted by Carla Nil-

sen 

 Young Adult Ministries Report, submitted by 

Sean Langdon 

Reports filed. 
  

Mission Center Financial Officer’s (MCFO) An-

nual Report 

 Steve Pomeroy presented the MCFO An-

nual Report, as printed in the Conference bulletin 

and reviewed during the Delegate Orientation. 

Report filed.  

  

NEW BUSINESS 
Sustaining of Mission Center Officers 

 After the singing of “All Hail the Power of 

Jesus’ Name,” Ron Harmon assumed the Chair. 

He brought greetings from the First Presidency 

and the Council of Twelve, and added his per-

sonal appreciation for the past work of the Mis-

sion Center officers and for the quality of all 

GPNW staff. 

 Ron read the First Presidency’s letter rec-

ommending that the Conference sustain the ap-

pointment of Kim Naten as President of the 

GPNW Mission Center. By show of hands, the 

motion carried unanimously. Kim then shared a 

statement. 

 Ron read the letter from the First Presiden-

cy, after consultation with the Presiding Bishop-

ric, recommending that the Conference sustain 

the appointment of Steve Pomeroy as Financial 

Officer of the GPNW Mission Center. By show of 

hands, the motion carried unanimously. Steve 

then shared a statement. 

 Ron continued with recommending that 

the Conference sustain the appointment of Sean 

Langdon as Invitation Support Minister of the 

GPNW Mission Center. By show of hands, the 

motion carried unanimously. Sean then shared a 

statement. 

 

Sustaining of Mission Center Recorder 

 Mike Bessonette resumed the Chair. Cin-

die Ellwanger (Auburn) moved to sustain the 

appointment of Jill Brunette as GPNW Mission 

Center Recorder. By show of hands, the motion 

carried unanimously.  



Sustaining of Mission Center Council 

 Kim Naten assumed the chair and report-

ed that the Finance Team was folded into Mis-

sion Center Council in August 2016, so the Coun-

cil makeup now reflects members of both groups. 

Kim read the names of the proposed 2017 GPNW 

Mission Center Council members: staff members 

Kim Naten, Steve Pomeroy and Sean Langdon; 

Roschell Farnsworth, Teacher (OR); Jan Glass, 

Elder (OR); Nancy McManus, Priest (AK); Todd 

Sargeant, Elder (WA); Brenda Sargent, High 

Priest (WA); Stacie Simmons Bates, High Priest 

(WA); NEW, from Finance Committee, Doug La-

Hue Brown, Elder (OR); Cheryl Davis, Elder 

(AK); Dan Jackson, Elder (WA); Terry Richard-

son, High Priest (WA) and John Stephens, Bish-

op (OR). Mike thanked Jarom Mills for his ser-

vice on the Mission Center Council through 2016, 

as well as Bev Burk and Stan Corrington for 

their service on the Mission Center Finance Com-

mittee through 2016.  

 Karen Anderson (Renton) moved to sus-

tain the 2017 GPNW Mission Center Council. By 

show of hands, the motion carried.  

 

Sustaining of Youth Camping Team 

 Sean Langdon assumed the chair and 

read the names of the proposed 2017 GPNW Mis-

sion Center Youth Camping Team members: 

Sean Langdon, Director; Jason Keesee, Jeff 

Weaver, Dianne Webberley, and Brenda Sar-

gent representing Lewis River; Jody Barnhart, 

Katie O’Keefe-Knobel, Dee Robino, and Chris-

tina Simonsen representing Remote; and Cathe-

rine Peter, Laura Fish and Rick Naten represent-

ing Samish Island along with Chris Phelps 

(British Columbia).  

 Christine Campbell (Samish) moved to 

sustain the 2017 GPNW Mission Center Youth 

Camping Team. By show of hands, the motion 

carried. 

  

Consideration of Resolution to Carry Budget 

Surplus Funds Forward 

 Steve Pomeroy assumed the chair and in-

troduced a resolution to carry budget surplus 

funds forward. He referred the body to the print-

ed resolution in conference materials.  

 Dan Jackson (Southridge) moved to ap-

prove the Resolution to Carry Budget Surplus 

Funds forward as submitted. By show of hands, 

the motion carried unanimously. 

  

Consideration of Resolution for Disposition of 

Woodurn, OR Real Estate Sale Net Proceeds 

 Mike Bessonette assumed the chair and 

introduced a resolution for disposition of Wood-

burn, OR sale net proceeds following the closing 

of Woodburn Congregation. He referred the 

body to the printed resolution in conference ma-

terials.  

 Alan Condit (Woodburn) moved to ap-

prove the Resolution for Disposition of Wood-

burn, OR Real Estate Sale Net Proceeds as sub-

mitted. By show of hands, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

  

Consideration of Resolution for Disposition of 

Olympia, WA Real Estate Sale Net Proceeds 

 Mike Bessonette introduced a resolution 

for disposition of Olympia, WA sale net proceeds 

following the closing of Olympia Congregation. 

He referred the body to the printed resolution in 

conference materials.  

 Joyce Clark (Olympia) moved to approve 

the Resolution for Disposition of Olympia, WA 

Real Estate Sale Net Proceeds as submitted. By 

show of hands, the motion carried. 



Consideration of Resolution to Fund Bold 

Moves Grants in 2017 and Beyond 

 Steve Pomeroy assumed the Chair and 

introduced a resolution to fund the Bold Moves 

Grants in 2017 and beyond. He referred the body 

to the printed resolution in conference materials. 

 Kathy Sharp (Crystal Springs) moved to 

approve the Resolution to fund Bold Moves 

Grants in 2017 and Beyond as submitted. By 

show of hands, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Consideration of 2017 Budget 

 Steve Pomeroy reviewed the written 

budget materials, which he presented during the 

Delegate Orientation session. The following 

spoke to the 2017 budget: David Harrison 

(Woodland Park), Katie Young (Highland Park), 

Lynn Roberts (Auburn), Dee Robino (Rogue 

Valley), Brenda Sargent (Cowlitz Valley), and 

Kathy Young (Puyallup). 

 John Stephens (Portland) moved that the 

2017 GPNW Mission Center Operating/Missional 

Budget be approved as presented in Conference 

materials. By show of hands, the motion carried. 

  

RECESS AND CALL TO ORDER 
 Mike Bessonette declared a 15-minute 

recess, as printed on the agenda. After the recess, 

Mike called the meeting back to order, followed 

by the singing of “Let There Be Peace on Earth,” 

a Moment of Blessing, and the singing of “Lord, 

Make Us Instruments.” 

 

PRESENTATION OF PRIESTHOOD 

CALLS 
 Following a scripture reading of Matthew 

4:18-22 and the singing of “Make Me a Servant,” 

Ron Harmon and Mike Bessonette presented 

the call to the office of Evangelist for Elva Eli-

ason (Southridge). Ron and Mike shared their 

personal testimony, as well as Ron’s affirmation 

of the call. This was followed by Elva’s personal 

statement affirming her written testimony 

(provided in Conference materials), along with 

affirmations by four members of the body: Kathy 

Sharp (Crystal Springs), Fae Jackson 

(Southridge), Dan Jackson (Southridge), and Te-

resa Taylor (Southridge). Kathy Sharp (Crystal 

Springs) moved to sustain the call. By show of 

hands, the motion carried unanimously.  

 Following the singing of “Make Me a 

Servant,” Ron Harmon and Mike Bessonette 

presented the call to the office of Evangelist 

for Dianne Webberley (Garden Grove). Ron and 

Mike shared their personal testimony, as well as 

Ron’s affirmation of the call. This was followed 

by Dianne’s personal statement affirming her 

written testimony (provided in Conference mate-

rials), along with affirmations by four members 

of the body: Susan Gregory (Bend), Scott White 

(Tuality), Kathy Sharp (Crystal Springs), and 

Barbara Crask (Mossyrock). Nancy Hylton 

(Rainier Valley) moved to sustain the call. By 

show of hands, the motion carried unanimously.  

 Following the singing of “Make Me a 

Servant,” Ron Harmon and Mike Bessonette 

presented the call to the office of Evangelist 

for Sharon West (Cowlitz Valley). Ron and Mike 

shared their personal testimony, as well as Ron’s 

affirmation of the call. This was followed by Sha-

ron’s personal statement affirming her written 

testimony (provided in Conference materials), 

along with affirmations by five  

members of the body: Karen Sundstrom 

(Garden Grove), Darlene Hudlow (Salem), Dor-

othy Wilgus (Puyallup), Susan Webber 

(Puyallup), and Laurie Sharpe (Garden Grove). 



Susan Gregory (Bend) moved to sustain the call.  

By show of hands, the motion carried unani-

mously.  

 John Berger offered a Prayer of Support, 

followed by the singing of “Make Me a Servant.”  

 

RECESS AND CALL TO ORDER 

 Mike Bessonette declared a recess until 

7:30 pm, as printed on the agenda.  

 

CALL TO ORDER  

 Mike Bessonette called the meeting back 

to order at 7:30 pm, followed by the singing of 

“Christ Leads” and a Moment of Blessing. 

 Following the singing of verse 1 of “The 

Summons,” Ron Harmon and Mike Bessonette 

presented the call to the office of High Priest 

for Gary Farnsworth (Bend). Ron and Mike 

shared their personal testimony, as well as Ron’s 

affirmation of the call. This was followed by 

Gary’s personal statement affirming his written 

testimony (provided in Conference materials), 

along with affirmations by four members of the 

body: Lynn Roberts (Auburn), Susan Gregory 

(Bend), Terry Weaver (Redmond), and Sean 

Langdon (Eugene). Eleanor Bessonette 

(Redmond) moved to sustain the call. By show of 

hands, the motion carried unanimously.  

 Following the singing of verse 2 of “The 

Summons,” Ron Harmon and Mike Bessonette 

presented the call to the office of Bishop for Dan 

Jackson (Southridge). Ron and Mike shared their 

personal testimony, as well as Ron’s affirmation 

of the call. This was followed by Dan’s personal 

statement affirming his written testimony 

(provided in Conference materials), along with 

affirmations by four members of the body: Bill 

McFarlin (Garden Grove) read by Mike Besson-

ette, Fae Jackson (Southridge), Kathy Sharp 

(Crystal Springs), and Steve Pomeroy (Renton). 

Teresa Taylor (Southridge) moved to sustain the 

call. By show of hands, the motion carried unani-

mously.  

 Following the singing of verse 3 of “The 

Summons,” Ron Harmon and Mike Bessonette 

presented the call to the office of Evangelist 

for Margaret Polly (Salem). Ron and Mike 

shared their personal testimony, as well as Ron’s 

affirmation of the call. This was followed by 

Margaret’s personal statement affirming her 

written testimony (provided in Conference mate-

rials), along with affirmations by six members of 

the body: Val Walker (Portland) read by Mike 

Bessonette, Dale Luffman (Redmond), Nancy 

Peters (Portland), Darlene Hudlow (Salem), 

John Mills (Salem), and Alice Polly (Salem). 

Tim Polly (Portland) moved to sustain the call. 

By show of hands, the motion carried unani-

mously.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, the con-

gregation sang verses 4 and 5 of “The Sum-

mons,” and David Harrison offered the closing 

Prayer of Blessing on the business meeting. 

 Mike Bessonette declared the meeting 

adjourned at 8:42 pm. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

 Jill D. Brunette 

Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center  

Recorder 



 I’m finding it difficult to believe that my 

first year as your Mission Center President is 

rapidly coming to a close, so it is with real joy 

that I take some time to reflect on our journey 

together over these last months. I can safely say 

that a year ago, I really had no idea what that 

journey was going to look like, nor where the 

Holy Spirit would lead us as we began the new 

year.  

 2017 has been a busy year, filled not only 

with congregational activities in mission and 

community-building, but also with mission cen-

ter-sponsored retreats, camps, and workshops, as 

well as a number of ecumenical events in which 

we participate. Following are some highlights of 

the past year: 

 

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 
Mossyrock Expansion Group  

 Our Orphan's Africa auction basket was a 

joy to fill, with offerings from our group and 

community contributors. What a joy to make the 

goodies—candy, cookies, and caramel corn. 

These are made within a week of pickup. Our 

Christmas Tree Farm neighbor donates a tree 

and has such fun helping the lucky winner pick 

out and cut their own tree. Lake Mayfield Resort 

provides a two-day and night lodging—really 

nice for the winner who has to travel a long way. 

Mossyrock Garden Club creates a beautiful fresh 

wreath to grace the winner's door. 

 The highlight of the year is Camp 

Mossyrock! Our year of planning bears fruit 

when little campers (kindergarten-second grade) 

grace us with their excited presence. This camp 

prepares campers for the bigger and longer 

camps of the mission center. Six of our former 

campers attended Camp Zarahemla at Lewis 

River Campground this summer. Community 

outreach is a fruit of this camp.  

 

Rainier Valley Congregation 

 We began the year by collecting socks for 

the Night Watch program in Seattle and continue 

to gather small toiletries for this group that 

works hard to meet the needs of many in the ar-

ea. 

 Thanks to an invitation from a local pas-

tor, we also began a partnership with Graham 

Hill Elementary School, working with a young 

woman at the school who sets up programs for 

the kids as well as supports family needs. While 

we had been donating food and cleaning prod-

ucts to the Food Bank, we shifted our focus and 

began taking items to the school. In addition, we 

went to the school on Fridays and helped sepa-

rate the food into parcels for specific families in 

crisis. The food that was left over was made 

available to the children on a special table. We 

are looking forward to continuing this program 

in the fall when school starts again. 

 We again participated in the National 

Night Out—an exciting opportunity to meet and 

connect with our neighbors to celebrate diversity 

and safety. This is a yearly event that the congre-

gation has participated in for the past four years. 

 The congregation continues to support 

and welcome Latter-day Seekers who join us. For 

three years, the Sunstone organization headquar-

tered in Salt Lake City, Utah has held its fall 

workshop at the congregation. This year, the 

Open Stories Foundation also held a two-day 

workshop in our building in September. 

 Our relationship with the Carrie House 

Church of God in Christ and the Church Council 

of Greater Seattle continues to be positive as we 

share our faith and service to God and all people. 



We have had opportunities to fellowship during 

various worship services and social activities 

with Carrie House, and the relationship is one of 

blessing and joy. Rainier Valley Congregation 

has supported the Church Council in various 

ways, especially attending the Weaving Our 

Strengths workshop held in the fall. This year, 

we joined several Community of Christ congre-

gations in donating financially to support this 

amazing experience. 

 

Redmond Congregation 

 Redmond is overflowing with good news 

within our congregation and with group and in-

dividual outreach into the community as we sup-

port each other and those around us.  

 Our congregation has served approxi-

mately 1,170 Jericho Table meals to the homeless 

and hungry. The total meals served by this ecu-

menical organization is over 12,000. Our mem-

bers plays a big role in this arm of Jericho Road 

leadership. We also have several more serving on 

the board of Jericho Road and taking on individ-

ual responsibilities there.  

 Individual members are active in outreach 

to the Central Oregon Veterans and the home-

less, making quilts for Grandma's House and 

homeless shelters. We also have one certified 

long-term care ombudsman.  

 Several participated in learning about, and 

gathering materials for, kits for the Sole Hope 

project (shoes for children in Uganda). This was a 

project at Family Reunion at Remote this year, 

where 16 members of our congregation attended 

either part or full time.   

 

Myrtle Point Congregtion 

 Myrtle Point Congregation has been keep-

ing busy throughout the year. Myrtle Point de-

cided a few years ago to go through the Bible for 

our morning worship, so we chose the Daily Bi-

ble study guide. It is in chronological order with 

365 daily readings. We enjoyed this as a congre-

gation and have been learning and sharing to-

gether. We figure the practice will take us about 

seven years, but what a wonderful seven years it 

will be! We've been blessed this year to have our 

children participate in Community of Christ 

camps and Caravan. 

 We continue to support our community 

through the Food Share program and Diaper 

Day. Both programs are going great!  

 

Crystal Springs Congregation 

 Crystal Springs has been studying and ex-

perimenting with mission and prayerfully trying 

to discern where the Spirit is leading us. We are 

currently working with two neighboring elemen-

tary schools providing supplies, backpacks, and 

snacks for those in need. We've also had some 

intergenerational fun making quilts for Project 

Linus, which supports critically ill children. We 

have been blessed with an ability to provide fi-

nancial gifts to Orphans Africa, Outreach Inter-

national, Hopelink, and Real Escape from Sex 

Trafficking. Upcoming, we are testing our wood 

skills making tables for World Relief as they fur-

nish and provide housing for immigrants. We 

plan to carve “For everyone born, a place at the 

table” on the apron of the tables. This fall, we 

will begin our class hour with a blessing of the 

tables. It is a journey in progress... in search of 

sustainable and meaningful mission. 

 Crystal Springs has had numerous Latter-

day Seekers attend off and on, with two confir-

mations in the past year. We seem to have be-

come a safe place for those seeking a spiritual 

home. For the second year, we, along with sup-



port from Woodland Park and other congrega-

tions, participated in the City of Bothell’s annual 

Fourth of July Parade, with the theme “United as 

Neighbors.” Over 40 Community of Christ 

friends and members marched with signs and 

smiles, and even welcomed parade spectators 

who asked to join our group as the parade pro-

gressed.  

 We have also carried a strong commit-

ment to children's Sunday School classes and re-

cently started a bell choir, under the guidance of 

Christie Skoorsmith as part of her Discipleship 

NOW practicum. 

 

Yakima Congregation 

 As reported in last year’s President’s An-

nual Report, the former Selah and Yakima con-

gregations merged in the spring of 2016 and have 

been working with their support minister, Pam 

Cress, to embrace and create a new identity that 

fully incorporates the gifts and talents of all 

members. Just recently, the congregation voted 

on a new name, which we know will allow them 

to move forward with a shared identity and fo-

cus. Our opening flag ceremony unveils for the 

first time, the new congregation known as Ya-

kima Valley!  

 

SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT: DISCIPLE-

SHIP NOW AND SPIRITUAL COMPAN-

IONING PILOT PROGRAM 
Discipleship NOW 

 Under the initial leadership of Christian 

Skoorsmith and most recently, Pam Cress, our 

first Discipleship NOW cohort has entered into 

its third and final year of their program and are 

even now engaged in the practical application 

(practicum) of their studies through programs, 

projects, and activities that express and connect 

to one or more of our five Mission Initiatives. 

These projects are happening in congregations 

throughout the mission center, and it’s been an 

exciting journey of spiritual exploration, theolog-

ical education, and personal growth for the stu-

dents and their mentors. I was privileged to 

share with the group at their final retreat last 

February, not only learning alongside them but 

listening to their stories, and sharing in their ide-

as for their upcoming practicums. Because of our 

vision for the value of this program, a Disciple-

ship NOW fund was established in the 2015 

budget to subsidize the costs associated with the 

program, such as instructor travel expenses, ma-

terials, local staff coordination, participant schol-

arships, retreat facility, food, and other consider-

ations. The current balance in that equity fund, 

which started at $10,000, is $8,327.28.  

 The Mission Center Leadership Team be-

lieves this program to have enormous potential 

for growing disciples and furthering Christ’s 

mission within the GPNW Mission Center, so we 

are hopeful that a new cohort will be poised to 

begin another three-year adventure in disciple-

ship in late 2018 or early 2019!  

 

Spiritual Formation and Companioning Pilot 

Program 

 If you haven’t already, do read David 

Brock’s article in the most recent Chinook, as it 

provides a wonderful summary of this recently-

concluded three-year pilot program. In Septem-

ber, 10 GPNW students in the program partici-

pated in their final retreat after nearly three years 

of intense spiritual development and study. The 

feedback from participants is powerful. I know 

that this program has changed those 10 lives, and  

I anticipate that through their experiences and 



spiritual growth, they will bless the rest of us as a 

result. I am excited to share that the next cohort 

of the Spiritual Formation and Companioning 

Program will begin next year, and applications 

and additional information about it can be found 

at www.cofchrist.org/Common/Cms/documents/

Spiritual-Formation-Companioning-Program-

2017.pdf. 

 I encourage anyone who might be inter-

ested in the program to talk with Laurie Sharpe, 

Margaret Polly, Joannie Smith, Lynn Roberts, 

Tom Webber, Susan Webber, Lenore Hankey, 

Fae Jackson, Diane Cardwell, Penny Hammac,  

David Brock, and/or Carolyn Brock. Watch for 

news as well as a new scholarship opportunity! 

  

TEMPLE SCHOOL UPDATE 
 Pam Cress, our Adult Formation Special-

ist, along with a number of volunteer instructors, 

have been incredibly busy this past year facilitat-

ing a variety of Temple School courses for our 

priesthood candidates throughout the mission 

center, as well as for others desiring to further 

their theological education through this oppor-

tunity. A new virtual learning method was expe-

rienced this year, enabling more students to par-

ticipate in Temple School. WebEx (similar to 

Skype) allows multiple students in different loca-

tions to share in the virtual classroom experience, 

and thus more classes can be offered. While Pam 

is our lead Temple School instructor, we are 

blessed with a number of other skilled instruc-

tors throughout the mission center, including Su-

san Oxley, Stacie Simmons Bates, Cathy Boyer, 

Susan Gregory, Sean Langdon, Christie Osten-

dorp, Dee Robino, Pam Hillers, Becky Hoover, 

and others. 

 In the past year, these instructors have 

taught approximately 12 Temple School courses, 

with more than 60 students participating! This is 

exciting, and we hope to continue to offer even 

more classes in the coming year. Additionally, 

Canada West and Canada East Mission Centers 

sponsored a number of “E-learning” courses 

(taught and facilitated online), and several of our 

members have participated in those learning op-

portunities. 

 

THE NUMBERS 
 For those statistic-oriented readers, we can 

look at the past year, since last Mission Center 

Conference, through the lens of numbers and 

perhaps try to measure our “success” in that 

way. I am encouraged by our growth and disci-

pleship development, but what we do, and who 

we reach, cannot always be measured in num-

bers alone.  

 

Baptisms ................................................................ 20 

Confirmations ....................................................... 23 

Blessings ................................................................ 17 

Ordinations ........................................................... 11 

Granting of Emeritus Status (formerly, Superan-

nuation) ................................................................... 3 

 

 Christ’s mission is not about numbers. As 

we engage in programs and outreach ministries 

in our congregations and as a mission center, 

even as a global community, we do not always 

have the luxury of knowing who we’ve touched 

nor how many lives have been changed or im-

pacted in some way by our efforts. If we did, we 

would run the risk of becoming complacent in 

our attempts at mission, at meeting a 

“satisfactory” quota of baptisms, of patting our-

selves on the back with the number of bodies 

sitting in the pews each Sunday. NOT knowing 

who or how many we’ve reached is a blessing…  

http://www.cofchrist.org/Common/Cms/documents/Spiritual-Formation-Companioning-Program-2017.pdf
http://www.cofchrist.org/Common/Cms/documents/Spiritual-Formation-Companioning-Program-2017.pdf
http://www.cofchrist.org/Common/Cms/documents/Spiritual-Formation-Companioning-Program-2017.pdf


it propels us forward, striving to reach more, to 

do more, to carry the message of Jesus Christ fur-

ther and more loudly than we did last year or the 

year before. Yes, the numbers tell part of our sto-

ry, but not all of it. We have an opportunity to 

tell the whole story every day as we seek oppor-

tunities to live Christ’s mission in our families, 

our communities, and as part of a worldwide 

community of disciples. As we encounter those 

opportunities, we encounter the Divine, leading 

us into a future of peace, justice, and hope. 

 

EVENTS, WORKSHOPS AND RETREATS 
 This past year, we’ve held several events 

that enhance, enrich, and inform our identity, 

mission, and calling as leaders, priesthood mem-

bers, and disciples.  

 

Seventy Retreat 

 In February, many of our Seventy met at 

Lewis River Campground for a weekend of shar-

ing and exploring their ministry and calling with 

Apostle Ron Harmon, President of Seventy Larry 

McGuire, Field Support Minister Bill McFarlin 

and myself. Cluster Leader Sean Langdon di-

rected the retreat, and the group shared in wor-

ship, exploration of mission, and goal setting. 

The Seventy have a great desire to connect with 

congregations and establish ongoing relation-

ships, providing support for congregational out-

reach and invitational ministries. I encourage 

congregational leaders to seek out the Seventy as 

ministers of witness and invitation who are will-

ing and anxious to explore missional growth and 

evangelism with your congregations. 

 

Nuts & Bolts Workshops 

 Every three years, the mission center pro-

vides a workshop focused on the basics of con-

gregational leadership, covering everything from 

risk management to hospitality to processing 

priesthood calls to spiritual practice and for-

mation, and beyond. This year’s workshops, held 

at University Place, Eugene and Southridge 

(with a customized session in Alaska) were well 

attended and provided an opportunity for fel-

lowship, learning, and discussion of policies and 

procedures important in the life of a congrega-

tion. We anticipate offering these workshops 

again in 2020, so keep that in mind and plan to 

participate! 

 

Mission Center Staff Workshop 

 This past September, Apostle Ron Har-

mon, President of Seventy Larry McGuire, and 

Field Support Minister Bill McFarlin spent a day 

with our mission center staff (Leadership Team 

and Leadership Support Ministers) and Council, 

exploring ideas and concepts regarding our faith 

and expressions of discipleship, theories and 

practices both rooted in tradition and “outside 

the box,” as we look to the future and what 

Christianity and Community of Christ can be. 

Much of the discussion was drawn from a book 

by Alan Roxburgh that Ron, Larry and Bill have 

recommended to our staff. The book is also this 

year’s Pastor gift at Conference, so you will cer-

tainly be hearing more about it. Because many of 

the ideas and practices articulated in Roxburgh’s 

book, Joining God, Remaking Church, Changing the 

World, closely align with the principles of the 

Leading Congregations in Mission (LCM) pro-

gram, which is already familiar to many of our 

members, we plan to continue this journey of ex-

ploration into how we “do” church in the 21st 

century into 2018 and beyond. We intend to use 

this book, along with a field guide being written 



by Ron Harmon, as material for next spring’s 

Staff Retreat in April and Pastors’ Retreat in May.  

 

 When I reflect on the events, challenges 

and stories we’ve shared with one another over 

the past year, I’m convinced that our Conference 

theme, “Boldly Follow God’s Vision,” accurately 

reflects the underlying tone and impetus of many 

of our gatherings and conversations. In our Lead-

ership Team and mission center staff meetings, 

our workshops and our retreats, we have shared 

individual as well as congregational challenges, 

made significant changes in some of our process-

es, and recognized the need to begin thinking 

“outside the box” as we face the challenges of 

our financial situation, declining membership/

attendance, and rapidly changing technology 

and social media influences. But as always, I am 

encouraged by the dedication and commitment 

not only of our leaders, but of so many people 

I’ve met in the past year in congregations I’ve 

visited, at meetings, and at camps and reunions 

in all areas of the mission center. I am humbled 

by your compassion and generosity, and grateful 

for the opportunity to serve and work with you 

each day.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kim Naten 

Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center  

President 







KIM NATEN:  

CALLED TO HIGH PRIEST 

From : 

 Greetings in the grace 

and peace of Jesus Christ. It is 

my desire to be with you this 

weekend. I am sharing with 

the Rocky Mountain Mission 

Center this weekend and share 

greetings from their gathering.  

 It is with great joy that I share with you 

the call of Kim Naten to the office of High Priest. 

This journey of discernment began for me in the 

summer of 2015 when Kim and I first talked 

about the possibility of her serving as Mission 

Center President. In subsequent months of con-

versation and reflection, I had a growing aware-

ness of Kim’s call to the office of High Priest.  

Although I could see gifts in her ministry and 

leadership that aligned with High Priest, I con-

tinued to make this a matter of prayer for confir-

mation of the Holy Spirit.  

 Shortly after Kim began as Mission Center 

President, we were on the phone discussing a 

difficult situation. As Kim shared her intended 

approach, I sensed the affirming presence of the 

Holy Spirit regarding her call to the office of 

High Priest. Beyond her solid reasoning, I was 

impressed with how her approach modeled our 

enduring principles and upheld the worth of 

every person involved. After our call, I continued 

to sense the affirming presence of the Spirit and 

sensed an urgency in moving forward with her 

call to the office of High Priest.  

 I could share many gifts that Kim brings 

to this expanded ministry, but most important is 

her love for all of you. It shapes everything she 

does and expresses the ministry of the High 

Priest as vision of Christ’s enduring love.  

 I pray the Spirit that accompanied the dis-

cernment of this call will also affirm it authentici-

ty as you share together.  

BIOGRAPHY 

 Kim Naten has had a lifelong relationship 

in and with Community of Christ. She grew up 

in the Lynnwood Branch, which later became 

Crystal Springs Congregation. She was later a 

member of Rainier Valley Congregation and 

attended youth camps throughout her childhood 

and teen years.  

 Kim attended Graceland University as 

well as Edmonds Community College, obtaining 

her associate degree in 1983. She and her hus-

band, Rick, raised their children Taylor (27) and 

Katherine (25) in Shoreline, Washington, and 

most recently, Chehalis, Washington.  

 Kim has been involved in the church 

camping program for over 30 years, serving as 

counselor, cook, and camp director, most recent-

ly of Camp Kluane. Members of Woodland Park 

Congregation for many years, Kim and Rick 

moved to Chehalis in 2009 and began attending 

Olympia Congregation, where Kim later served 

as Pastor for four years. Also in 2009, Kim began 

her employment with GPNW Mission Center as 

Membership Services Administrator/Recorder 

and served in that position until 2015. She is cur-

rently serving as Mission Center President, and 

she and Rick spend as much time as possible 

with their children, their respective spouses, and 

their new grandson, Declan Wendell.  

 

TESTIMONY OF CALL 

From Kim Naten: 

 A little over two years ago when I began 

praying about and contemplating the idea of be-

coming Mission Center President, I assumed that 

the excitement and sense of calling I felt was 

solely related to that decision. Over the course of 

the months that followed, however, I had a num-

ber of experiences that, in hindsight, I now recog-

nize as the whispers of the Holy Spirit in my ears 

and God nudging my heart, encouraging and in-

viting me into a new understanding and expres-



sion of my discipleship and priesthood calling. 

 Just recently I came across a journal entry 

which I’d written last December as part of a spir-

itual practice during a retreat with other mission 

center presidents, and as I did, I felt a profound 

confirmation of God’s direction and calling in my 

life, to the office of High Priest. Even as I studied 

and took part in the Temple School course last 

spring, I realized, and accepted, that God has 

been calling me, through relationships, recent 

experiences, and opportunities, to awaken to the 

ministry and responsibilities of the High Priest, 

even before I recognized it. The High Priest is, 

amongst other things, a minister of vision, and it 

is through that lens that I humbly accept this call, 

and look forward to the opportunities and chal-

lenges ahead as we envision our future together 

in Community of Christ. 

 

DAN JACKSON:  

CALLED TO BISHOP 

The call to Bishop for Dan 

Jackson (Southridge Congre-

gation) was presented and 

sustained at our 2016 Mission 

Center Conference. He will be 

ordained tomorrow at the 10 

am Ordination Service. Below 

is a reprint of Doug’s biography and testimony 

of call from our 2016 Conference materials. 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 Dan Jackson has been a member of  

Community of Christ since he was baptized in 

1987. His wife, Fae, was already a member of the 

church and was instrumental in convincing Dan 

that he needed to be part of her church family. 

He entered the priesthood in 1991 as a Priest and 

was ordained to the office of Elder in 2001. He 

has held the position of CFO, has co-pastored 

with Fae, and now serves on the pastoral team at 

Southridge. He also serves as Treasurer on the 

Lewis River Campground Board. 

 He and Fae have two grown children, 

Devin (33), who is a commercial loan officer with 

Regents Bank in Vancouver, and Katlin (31) who 

runs her own non-profit organization, Haiti Babi, 

while also working at Apeel Sciences where she 

is in charge of introducing its product line to Af-

rican farming communities. Dan and Fae also 

have a granddaughter, Mia (15 months), and an-

other grandchild on the way—so both are im-

mensely enjoying this new facet in their lives. 

 Dan’s professional career has included fi-

nancial executive roles at Red Lion Hotels, 

KinderCare Learning Centers, and Knowledge 

Learning Corporation. He ran a home care busi-

ness for seniors for a few years after experiencing 

the needs of the aging through his mother’s con-

tinuing battle with Alzheimer's and dementia. 

He has lately been working towards building up 

a consulting service providing financial guidance 

to local businesses. 

 

TESTIMONY OF CALL 

From Dan Jackson: 

 I have struggled with this call this past 

year, knowing that while I have some strengths 

that may have prompted the call, also knowing 

full well what my weaknesses are. However, af-

ter much consideration and prayer, I decided to 

accept the call to the office of Bishop, hoping that 

it will challenge me to grow into the position and 

to walk the path that this office calls for. 

 I have always felt blessed to have been in-

volved in the leadership aspects of my home con-

gregation and will continue to focus on helping 

to nurture and care for those at Southridge. 

However, I also hope to reach out to the larger 

community as well, as I try to grow into the role 

that I am led in fulfilling the responsibilities of 

the office of Bishop.  



 The Bend Congregation church property, 

28.74 acres, has been brought into the new City of 

Bend Urban Growth Boundary (UGB).  

 The property has not been zoned or 

annexed. The north properties that were brought 

into the new UGB, (known as the “North 

Triangle”) must go through an “Area Plan” 

process to define the area infrastructure 

requirements, funding, and implementation 

strategies along with specific Master Plans for 

each property to be 

developed. Once these 

activities are completed, 

the city will approve final 

zoning and annexation. At 

this point, development 

may begin on properties 

in the North Triangle. To 

expedite this activity, the 

north properties 

consortium (Golden 

Triangle Consortium – 

GTAC), of which Bend 

Congregation is a 

member, has worked with 

the City of Bend to take 

the lead in this process.  

 GTAC has defined three phases to 

complete the required activities for zoning and 

annexation so that development may begin. 

 Phase I (completed) – Scope the entire project 

and gain support from the city for GTAC to 

take the lead in the Area Plan effort. 

 Phase II (complete first quarter 2018) – GTAC 

establishes a legal identity, which allows 

GTAC to enter into formal legal agreements 

with the City of Bend, public agencies, and 

prospective partners/investors. Establish 

development and financial strategies for 

infrastructure improvements. 

 Phase III (complete first quarter 2021) – 

Complete the Area Plan and Master plans and 

get approved by the City of Bend. City grants 

final zoning and annexation. 

 With the Bend church property now 

within the UGB, the property could at any time 

be sold. The current estimated value of the 

church property is approximately $1.5 million. 

The estimated value of the 

property after Phase III is $7.6-

$10.1 million. If the property is 

sold prior to Phase III 

completion, the property value 

would be decreased. 

 

FUNDING 

 The existing Bend loan 

balance (prior to Phase II) is at 

$295,897. Phase I funding was 

paid for by Bend Congregation 

($7,722). Phase II required 

$20,000 to be paid by the 

congregation by August 2017. 

Mission Center leadership and 

Council reviewed and approved this funding 

based on the return on investment and the timing 

required to make this decision.  

 Phase III funding for Bend Congregation 

is estimated to be $130,000. The Phase III funding 

decision will not be made until the first quarter 

of 2018. Because of this timing, Bend 

Congregation moves a resolution at this Mission 

Center Conference that will allow the mission 

center to approve or disapprove Phase III 

funding if the decision is to move forward into 

this phase. (See page 25.) 

SUBMITTED BY JOHN SMALLWOOD 



 The Bold Moves Grants initiative to pro-

mote new expressions of mission in GPNW is 

alive and well! After being temporarily suspend-

ed in 2016 due to financial considerations, appli-

cations were again accepted for the spring cycle 

of 2017. Two congregations presented applica-

tions, and following review by the Bold Moves 

Grants Selection Committee, grants were award-

ed to both Albany and Garden Grove congrega-

tions. 

 Albany Con-

gregation was 

among the first re-

cipients of a Bold 

Moves Grant when 

the initiative was 

begun in 2009. 

Their original grant 

established a com-

munity garden on 

church property 

that has grown and 

flourished, inviting 

neighbors and 

friends to join the congregation in producing 

plentiful fellowship and bountiful produce that 

has been shared with food banks in the commu-

nity. The 2017 grant to Albany extended those 

efforts to a younger generation by establishing a 

children’s garden program, Seeds of Blessing. 

 Director Sandy Slover reports, “A total of 

nine children participated, which was plenty for 

our first year. Generally, there were five on Sat-

urdays. We were able to get participation from 

two neighborhood families. One family is a 

household of 15, so many vegetables were sent to 

them. This is a Spanish speaking home, and my 

granddaughter, who is bilingual, was a great 

help in bridging the language barrier.” 

 This fall’s harvest of decorative pumpkins 

and monthly activities through the winter for the 

young gardeners have them all looking forward 

to the next growing season. 

 Garden Grove Congregation received a 

grant to assist with their first entry into the Van-

couver (Washington) Peace and Justice Fair in 

September. A day of sharing the church’s mes-

sage on peace and justice with the wider commu-

nity provided lots of 

experiences, lessons, 

and ideas for future 

involvement in this 

annual event. One of 

the hoped-for out-

growths of participa-

tion in the fair is the 

establishment of a 

Young Peacemaker’s 

Club, to provide the 

opportunities for 

youth in the commu-

nity to learn the 

skills of peacemak-

ing and reconciliation. 

 Action by the 2016 GPNW Conference re-

affirmed Bold Moves as a valuable tool of mis-

sion and made it more sustainable in the long 

term by reducing its annual total award ceiling 

from $25,000 to $10,000 and bringing it into the 

regular operating/missional budgeting structure 

of the mission center. 

 Serving on the Bold Moves Grants Selec-

tion Committee for 2018 are Eleanor Bessonette, 

Mike Bessonette, Kathy Bowman, Dan Jackson, 

Sean Langdon, Bill McFarlin, Kim Naten, Steve 

Pomeroy, and Mary Dell Williams. 
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 The spring and summer activities continue 

to be annual highlights for those enjoying Lewis 

River Campground. Many seek-

ers looking for spiritual renewal 

find friendships and a feeling of 

belonging. Many have enjoyed 

the different activities this year. 

Camp Zarahemla, Junior High 

Girls Camp, and Family Reunion 

are fun highlights, as well as re-

treats and weekends. 

 In the last year, we part-

nered with the Public Utilities 

District to extend the waterline 

from the bridge to the western 

property line along Northeast 

Lucia Falls Road. This is a larger 

line that allows us access to water for fire preven-

tion at the campground. 

 We hosted our third annual fundraiser 

auction on Saturday, October 14, at Portland 

Congregation. The proceeds help offset some of 

the capital development costs. 

 We invite the mission center congrega-

tions to use the campground for retreats, week-

end congregation relationship 

building, or other activities. It 

is important to use these won-

derful facilities. 

SUBMITTED BY DAVID POLLY, BOARD PRESIDENT 



 This year marked the 50th anniversary for 

Camp Remote. The property that was to become 

Camp Remote was purchased in 1967, 

and I’m sure there was a work party 

there that summer. Many, many people 

have put a great deal of time, money, 

blood, sweat, and tears into the 

campground, just like at every other 

campground in our church.  

 We are a church that is founded 

in volunteerism and service, and from 

that comes a sense of responsibility, 

attachment, and a certain pride of 

ownership when it comes to our 

campgrounds. To everyone who has 

volunteered their time and labor, their 

ministry, and/or their leadership over 

those 50 years, we thank you. 

 At this year’s Family Reunion at 

Remote, we were fortunate to have 

First Presidency member and Presiding 

Bishop Stassi Cramm, Field Support 

Minister Moana Faana, Mission Center 

President Kim Naten, and Mission 

Center Leadership Support Minister 

Mary Richardson as our visiting 

ministry. It was a very special reunion. 

 The Board members of Camp 

Remote would like to give a big shout-

out to the Senior High campers and 

staff for helping to put up “the tent“ at 

Camp Remote. It is always a big job 

and sometimes difficult to get enough 

members there to raise it. I would like 

to thank Senior High Camp Co-Directors Mary 

Schlenker and Tara Wigle, the rest of the camp 

staff, and the Senior High campers for helping in 

this important project—they made it fun. 

SUBMITTED BY MIKE GROHS, BOARD PRESIDENT 



 We come to Samish Island Campground with 

our families and friends seeking peace, joy, faith, and 

enlightenment. We depart as community having 

shared sacred space inspired by natural beauty. We 

encounter God’s spirit and are compelled to serve. 

 By the end of 2017, we will have hosted 40 

events. In addition to youth camps and reunions, 

Community of Christ also sponsors Nurturing Spirit 

Weekends, a Women’s Retreat, and a proposed Peace 

Retreat. Four work parties were well supported and 

included meditation groups. The Samish Indian Na-

tion held their “Camp Samish” family event at the 

campground, as well as a burial site work party. Our 

relationship with the Samish people has never been 

stronger. 

 There are new retreats 

sponsored by local church-

es, community leadership 

development, and growth 

in the number of medita-

tion retreats. Our artist 

groups are regulars each 

spring and fall. We essen-

tially are booked from mid-

February through the last 

weekend in October.  

 Of course, it takes a lot of work to manage and 

maintain the facility. We welcomed John and Sandy 

VanDerWalker last fall as our new camp managers, 

and they have been kept busier than they probably 

imagined. Their hard work and dedication to finding 

better, more efficient ways to operate the 

campground have been a blessing to campers, event 

managers, and the land itself. Pam Bauer, our kitchen 

manager, will say “goodbye” at the end of this year, 

and we are grateful for the work she has accom-

plished over the last three years to make our food 

management more efficient and cost effective. Our 

camp staff are engaged year-round. We continue to 

rely on volunteers throughout the year, especially for 

our work weekends and annual Work Week. We 

couldn’t operate Samish Island Campground without 

you!  

 We have a $307,000 annual budget. A list of pro-

jects completed this year are in the 2017 Caucus Re-

port. Here are some highlights:  

 We have new 15-year Capital Improvement Plan. 

Creating meeting space to handle multiple groups 

is a priority. A design for upgrading the Dining 

Hall interior and exterior is first up. Major 

maintenance this year includes the CFC roof; west 

residence septic; kitchen walk-in cooler; west re-

stroom upgrade; 800 feet of drainage; model rus-

tic cabin; new roof, windows, and siding on two 

classrooms; and new dining tables and conference 

chairs to replace pews.  

 We have a new fee structure. Non-church groups 

bring in most of our income. 

Changes in our food service ap-

proach is saving food and labor 

costs. An access agreement with 

Taylor Shellfish brings in $30,000 

per year. We are about to launch 

a new Capital Improvement and 

$1 million Endowment Fund 

Campaign. A branding and web-

site redesign is in process to tell 

our story and make it easier to 

book events and make donations. 

 Creating new Community of Christ sponsored 

programming is a priority. We are exploring the 

role of Samish Island Campground in supporting 

Peace and Justice objectives. We are also in dis-

cussions about how to increase outreach for youth 

camp ministry. 

 A campus-wide energy use assessment report 

gave us a conservation plan. First up: replace all 

lights with LED fixtures, install water saving de-

vices, and start recycling compostable material. 

Next up: solar energy. 

 There is much more to the Samish story, but at the 

core we are grateful for all of you who come, 

share, serve, and give.  

 We are compelled to nurture sacred space and 

sustain natural beauty with functional simplicity,  

nurturing sacred space for your journey. 

SUBMITTED BY MARK CHAPMAN, FORMER BOARD PRESIDENT 



SUBMITTED BY SEAN LANGDON, CAMPING MINISTRIES DIRECTOR 

 From the nonstop singing of “Black Socks” 

at Camp Mungai to fishing in Central Oregon at 

Jr. High Boys Camp... from the setting a volley-

ball in the gym at Graceland University to volun-

teering at an Institute for Human Services shelter 

on the island of Oahu... from baptisms in the wa-

ters of Lake Freestad at Samish Island and the 

creeks of Lewis River and Remote to experiencing 

sacred fellowship with fel-

low adults or singles at our 

specialized ministry reun-

ions... through it all, 2017 

provided yet another pow-

erful year of encountering 

God, learning about how 

we live out the teachings of 

Christ, and forming new 

relationships while sustain-

ing familiar ones through 

our camping ministries 

events in the GPNW Mis-

sion Center.  

 To all who support 

our camping program at 

the campground, congrega-

tion, or mission center lev-

el, thank you! Whether you 

are a cook, serve as a nurse, 

provide caretaker ministry 

for the campground, serve 

as a CFO trying to navigate 

congregational financial 

support, work to recruit 

volunteers and campers, and all the other ways in 

which our camps are supported, I am filled with 

gratitude for you!  

 

BY THE NUMBERS 
 It takes a village to put on a camping pro-

gram as robust as ours. Let’s look at how many 

people were involved: 

 21 people planned and directed 1 youth re-

treat, 9 youth camps, Caravan, or Northwest 

SPEC Delegation 

 281 youth attended 12 youth camps, Caravan, 

or Northwest SPEC Delegation 

 161 volunteers staffed 12 youth camps, Cara-

van, or Northwest SPEC Delegation 

 9 people planned and directed 5 summer re-

union ministry events 

 587 people attended 5 

summer reunion ministry 

events. 

YOUTH CAMPS 
 Since Mission Center 

Conference 2016, we have 

had one youth retreat and 

nine youth camps plus our 

Caravan and Northwest 

Spectacular Delegation trips. 

This past February, we held a 

Youth Camp Directors Sum-

mit at Garden Grove Congre-

gation. Throughout that 

summit, we got back to the 

basics of directing while ex-

ploring how we live out the 

mission initiatives at our 

youth camps. We are richly 

blessed by the many volun-

teers who direct and staff our 

youth camping ministry 

events.  

 Some changes have 

happened at our youth camps over the past year. 

At Samish Island, the plan was to blend Camp 

Genesis and Mungai into one camp experience 

beginning in 2018. Due to low registration num-

bers for Camp Genesis this past summer, we ex-

pedited those plans and blended the camps this 

past summer. That transition went well, and we 

anticipate continued blessings because of the de-



cision to blend these two camps in the future. Al-

so at Samish Island, we had to cancel Camp 

Chimacum due to low registrations this year. 

While some camps have grown in camper num-

bers or continue to sustain the same numbers, 

others continue to struggle. We are also strug-

gling with identifying and recruiting new direc-

tors. These are areas of struggle that are ongoing, 

and we continue to explore ways of addressing 

them.  

 To read the Caravan report, go to page 55. 

To read the Northwest SPEC report, go to page 

60. 

 

REUNIONS 
 This past summer, we had three Family 

Reunions, one Adult Reunion, and one Singles 

Reunion. The Adult Reunion was back again af-

ter taking a year off in 2016 due to a conflict with 

World Conference. For the first time, it was di-

rected by a planning team who did a wonderful 

job of working together to provide a great experi-

ence for the 40 adults who attended. Included on 

this team was Glen Fishel, who has been in-

volved with directing this event since the early 

days of this particular reunion ministry. The Sin-

gles Reunion ministry continues to grow under 

the leadership of Susan Webber and Tom Web-

ber as they have focused on providing ministry 

to single, widowed, and divorced adults.  

 At Remote Reunion this year, we celebrat-

ed our 50th 

Anniversary 

with awesome 

guest ministry 

from Stassi 

Cramm and 

Moana Faana. 

We were also 

blessed to have 

Kim Naten and Mary Richardson with us for the 

week to provide additional ministry. Early in the 

week, we had a day of celebration planned by 

Dee Robino that included an Olympics for all 

ages, live auction, sharing service, barbecue, and 

line dancing. We kicked off the events by dedi-

cating our brown building in honor of this spe-

cial celebration and renaming it as the Heritage 

Hall. Other highlights from the experience in-

cluded an afternoon preaching class taught by 

Dale Luffman, participating in the Sole Hope 

project, and Joe Clarence’s baptism in the creek 

on Thursday afternoon. We are grateful for the 

many people who taught classes, led worships, 

cleaned the bathrooms, and so on! So many vol-

unteers are needed to put on this reunion, and 

we are gratefully for all who helped out.  

 Janelle Jegglie, Family Reunion at Lewis 

River Director, shares this about their experience: 

 The 2017 Lewis River Family Reunion was 

a wonderful experience. There are so many 

people to thank for planning and facilitating 

all the many tasks and activities that happened 

throughout the week. If I started listing names, 

I know I would leave someone off. So I would 

just say “thanks” to everyone who took part in 

the smallest to the largest task. 

 We were blessed to be present for the min-

istry of Apostle Ron Harmon and Mission 

Funding Specialist Diana Hansen. We also 

met the newest member of the Portland congre-

gation pastoral team, Daniel Rose. We shared 

in the sacraments of a baby blessing, baptisms, 

and Communion. As with past reunions, we 

had a large number of children and youth. 

They always add plenty of energy, enthusiasm, 

and sometimes challenges. 

 I believe most everyone would say one of 

the highlights of the week was the Thursday 

baptism service. We had five people who came 

to reunion with the plan to be baptized. The 

list included Clark Chaney, Lucy Lytle, 

SUBMITTED BY SEAN LANGDON, CAMPING MINISTRIES DIRECTOR 



Aiden York, Leahnora Isaak and Bobbi 

Layne. After the fifth baptism, the question 

was asked if anyone else desired to be baptized. 

After a brief pause, DeMichael McGill 

stepped forward and said “yes.” Each one was 

welcomed with open arms into Community of 

Christ. 

 Cindy Ellwanger, Samish Family Reunion 

Director, shares this about her experience: 

 Family reunion 2017 seems so long 

ago. We experienced wonderful fellowship and 

sharing our year’s experiences with each oth-

er. We shared in meaningful worships with 

guest ministers Matt Frizzell and Barbara 

Walden. Eva Skoorsmith and Kourtney 

Smith stepped into the waters of baptism. The 

kids and youth always have a great time at 

Samish; they make up a third of our camp. I 

look forward to serving another year as director 

as we look ahead to 2018. 

 Our reunions were blessed by guest minis-

try from Kris Judd and Peter Judd (Adult), Pam 

Cress (Singles), Matt Frizzell (Samish), Stassi 

Cramm and Moana Faana (Remote), and Ron 

Harmon and Diana Hansen (Lewis River). They 

were joined by other Mission Center leaders and 

staff who provided additional ministry. Most im-

portantly, though, they were blessed by the min-

istry of volunteering and presence provided by 

the many participants who attended them. 

 

ONWARD TO 2018 
 As this report is being typed, the planning 

for our 2018 Camping Ministries Program has al-

ready begun. I invite you to consider the ways in 

which you will volunteer at a youth camp and/or 

reunion next year. Also, plan now to attend the 

Youth Ministries Summit on the weekend of 

February 25-27, 2018, at Lewis River 

Campground. Check out the flyer for that on 

page 67.  

 2018 will continue to bring challenges for 

us to navigate, but with that and more, there will 

be so many blessings, and lives will be trans-

formed because of the experience.  

SUBMITTED BY SEAN LANGDON, CAMPING MINISTRIES DIRECTOR 



 Caravan brought 27 youth and 13 staff to 
Oahu, Hawaii in June for a week of ministry, 
community service, and fellowship.  
 Sheyne Benedict wrote the program “Love 
your Neighbor,” which was warmly appreciated 
by the Saints, both at the huddles and on the trip. 
The program was very much needed in a time 
when we all need to love our neighbor: those that 
look like us and don’t look like us, and those that 
may worship, believe, and act differently from 
ourselves. 
 During the week, Caravan stayed at 
Lokahi Center, the church campground in 
Waianae. The Hawaiians were very gracious in 
setting up tents for us 
to sleep in.  
 We were 
fortunate to have 
Auntie Trudy, 
Honeybee, and Uncle 
Aaron give us a very 
traditional Hawaiian 
welcome. We were 
blessed to have this 
opportunity to 
fellowship with some of the youth that evening, 
also. 
 Caravan did many hours of community 
service while on the island. We partnered with 
808 Cleanups, a nonprofit committed to restoring 
Hawaii’s natural beauty, to clean a beach close to 
the campground. Over 1,800 cigarette butts and 
2,100 bottle caps were picked up in a little over 90 
minutes, along with 55 pounds of recycling and 
over 84 pounds of litter.  
 Then it was off to feed the homeless in 
Waianae. We prepared two large pots of chili and 
rice, salad, and enchiladas. It was a melting pot 
of loaves and fishes. At the Waianae shelter, we 
fed over 100 wonderful sharing people. 
One of the highlights at the shelter was getting to 
hold a two-week-old baby.  
 We also worked around four hours at The 
Institute for Human Services, where we did a 

total makeover of a room that the women and 
children can now use for their meals. We 
unloaded, organized, and stacked on shelves 12-
15 pallets of various donated items. After we 
cleaned and organized, we cleaned out their 
thrift store so that it could be better utilized. 
 We visited Pearl Harbor, the USS Arizona 
memorial, and Punchbowl Crater. At the Dole 
Plantation, the pineapple ice cream was a big hit. 
Then we were off to the Polynesian Cultural 
Center, where many learned native Hawaiian 
dances. After a wonderful luau and a 
breathtaking show, we headed back to our tents. 
Many of us saw turtles while swimming at North 

Shore. At Hanauma 
Bay, many of us 
snorkeled for the first 
time. 
 Our worships 
were held in the Lokahi 
Center’s new pavilion. 
It was so nice to 
worship and enjoy all 
the labors of love the 
Hawaiians have put 

into their campground. We tried each evening to 
journal our four “P’s” of the day – the Pit, Praise, 
Prayer, and Peak of the day. Many evenings we 
arrived back too late to journal, but found time in 
the vans traveling to various locations. 
 Our final night at Oahu was spent 
watching fireworks off the shore with the youth 
and youth leaders of Hawaii. We had a 
wonderful evening of playing together and 
ended with a wonderful worship and 
administrations. What a very memorable 
venture. 
 The 2018 Caravan will travel to the Inland 
West Mission Center, with possible stops in 
Boise, Hagerman, Buhl, Salt Lake City, Pocatello, 
and New Plymouth. Plans are beginning to be 
made as we prepare for another great outreach 
ministry. Please put June 23-July 1 on your 
calendar for Caravan 2018! 
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 The role of Invitation Support Minister is 

new in the life of Community of Christ. On 

January 1 of this year, it officially replaced the 

role of Mission Coordinator in mission centers 

throughout the church. Although many of the 

responsibilities are the same as with the Mission 

Coordinator position, there is a specific focus on 

the aspect of invitation as it relates to mission. It 

has been a pleasure to serve in this role this past 

year as I have begun to explore what it means to 

be the Invitation Support Minister. I look 

forward to continuing 

to serve in this role 

again next year.  

 Over the past 

year, I have assisted 

President of Seventy 

Karin Peter in 

facilitating Latter-day 

Seeker trainings at 

Auburn and Eugene 

congregations. We 

look forward to having 

another one in the 

greater Portland area 

after the first of the year. I have also facilitated 

the “Walking the Road to Emmaus: Where 

Mission & Culture Collide” workshops at 

Southridge and Eugene congregations. This past 

spring, we made invitation and hospitality a 

focus at our Nuts & Bolts Workshops. Our 

summer camping program has always served as 

a great way to extend invitation, and this year 

was no different. When we invite someone to a 

youth camp or reunion, we aren’t just inviting 

them to an event but into a relationship with God 

and others.  

 A specific aspect of my role is to 

coordinate Seventy ministry in our mission 

center. This past February, our GPNW Seventies 

met in retreat with Western USA Field Leaders 

Apostle Ron Harmon, President of Seventy Larry 

McGuire, and Field Support Minister Bill 

McFarlin. Mission Center President Kim Naten 

also joined us as we worked through sessions 

based on the book Spiritual Friendships After 

Religion. In September, I personally visited most 

of our Seventy ministers in the area they serve to 

share about their ministry. Good things are 

happening! I plan on visiting the rest of the 

Seventy ministers by the end of the year.  

 As we journey 

to 2018, I am aware of 

how crucial it is for us 

to no longer focus on 

how we DO church but 

rather how we BE the 

church. It isn’t our 

calling to just invite 

people to activities, 

events, or worship. It 

IS our calling to invite 

people into a 

relationship with God 

and each other. That is 

the mission before us: to form new relationships 

and go deeper with already present ones by 

joining God, who is already at work in our 

communities and providing space for us in 

which to enter. We don’t focus on invitation to 

save a church in need, we focus on invitation to 

help bring healing, transformation, the love of 

God, and the compassion of Christ to people of 

all backgrounds in the communities where we 

live, worship, learn, work, and play.  
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 The first Greater Pacific Northwest Mis-

sion Center (GPNW) cohort of Discipleship NOW 

has fully launched into the year of practical appli-

cation of what they have 

learned and gained in their 

studies.  

 Students have completed 

the required two years of study 

and are now engaging in the 

plans they have made to en-

gage the Mission Initiatives in 

service and ministry. Every student has devel-

oped a plan that will pursue some missional en-

gagement of one or several of the five Mission 

Initiatives: Invite People to Christ; Abolish Pov-

erty, End Suffering; Pursue Peace; Develop Disci-

ples to Serve and Experience Congregations in 

Mission. These plans are unfolding in congrega-

tions, in the mission center, and 

in communities right now and 

into the coming year. 

 Is there a Discipleship 

NOW student in your congrega-

tion? Ask them how things are 

going! We will be hearing some 

good news reports at the up-

coming Mission Center Conference as projects are 

completed and in the year ahead. Please prayer-

fully support these students as they step out to 

serve in new ways! 

SUBMITTED BY PAM CRESS, COMMITTEE CHAIR 
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 Singles ministry is currently serving about 

35 single, widowed, and divorced adult members 

of the church and 

their friends. We 

draw attendees 

from several 

Mission Centers, 

including Canada 

West and others 

across the United 

States. Many are 

active priesthood 

members.  

 Retreats and 

reunions are held 

each year at Lewis 

River and Samish Island campgrounds. This is a 

tight, supportive community that celebrates 

significant life events as a singles community 

embodying joy, hope, love and peace.   

 Events currently scheduled in 2018 include 

the Memorial Day weekend retreat at Lewis 

River Campground 

beginning 

Saturday, May 26 

through Monday, 

May 28, 2018, the 

Singles Reunion at 

Samish Island 

Campground on 

Sunday, July 1 

through Thursday, 

July 5, 2018, and the 

Fall Retreat at 

Samish Island 

Campground 

scheduled for Friday, October 5 through Sunday, 

October 7, 2018. We welcome and invite new 

participants!  



 Thanks to our generous donors, Orphans Afri-
ca (OA) continues to accomplish much at our pro-
ject schools. Your continued help in alleviating 
poverty and ending human suffering through ed-
ucation and allied services means so much to the 
lives OA touches. Asante sana!  
 In March, OA held its eighth annual Benefit 
Dinner and Auction in Tacoma, Washington. This 
year’s generosity netted over $63,000! The pro-
ceeds have benefitted all OA projects. Thanks to 
all who volunteered and attended! The next Bene-
fit Dinner and Auction will be held on Saturday, 
March 17, 2018, in Tacoma. Mark your calendar!  
 
MWAJI SECONDARY SCHOOL  
 The Mwaji Secondary School presently has 95 
students attending in four 
grade levels, and 38 of those 
are orphans. The Mwaji school 
continues to perform well in 
the national exams and is 
ranked near the top of their 
district. A deep bore water 
well drilled in the spring of 
2016 has made a tremendous 
impact. Major buildings on 
the school campus are now 
served with fresh water, and, more importantly, 
waterborne illness is nearly eradicated. A boys’ 
dormitory was finished this past year and is now 
housing our boys. The dining hall and kitchen are 
finished and operating. The Permaculture pro-
gram is doing well with vegetable gardens, along 
with seven goats, two cows, 80 chickens, and sev-
eral pigs. The solar panel power system has been 
upgraded and expanded and now is providing 
lighting for all of our buildings on the campus!  
 
MARILYNN SCHOOL  
 Marilynn School has been self-sustaining for 
over five years and continues to run smoothly. 
Students continue to outscore other schools in 
their national examinations. Out of 80 schools in 
its district, it has never been out of the top 10. It is 

an excellent school and represents how we edu-
cate orphans through a self-sustaining model. Tu-
ition from non-orphan students covers all opera-
tional costs of the school, as well as orphan care. 
There are currently 250 students in attendance; 62 
are orphans. The computer center is now opera-
tional. Students take classes on basic office appli-
cations. Money is needed for new computers.  
 
THE ISANDULA CENTER  
 The Isandula Center is OA’s planned vocation-
al-technical school for teens and young adults on 
80 donated acres. A driver’s training program is 
now operating. The nursery school for orphans 
and destitute children continues. Together with 
the Mbozi Nursery School in Vwawa, there are 

about 121 children, of which 
there about 72 children who 
are orphans or too poor to 
pay. Nursery school is re-
quired for a child to go on to 
elementary school, but it is 
not paid for by the govern-
ment. This is another reason 
our schools are so valuable. 
Beyond ABCs and 1, 2, 3s, OA 
provides health care insurance 

and daily porridge. Since funding medical insur-
ance for the orphans and destitute children over 
three years ago, we have not had any of our stu-
dents die from disease as before.  
 Your contributions have enabled our students 
to live and learn in new concrete buildings with 
desks and bunkbeds, solar lighting, clean running 
water, regular food, medical insurance, and 
healthcare. You have changed their future from 
dead-end with no real education, to hope for a 
better life. Our students are excelling on national 
examinations, and our schools are winning 
awards from the government. Their success is 
your success. Thanks to the many supporters in 
Community of Christ! May God continue to bless 
this work. Please visit us online at 
www.orphansafrica.org. 

SUBMITTED BY DAVID SKOOR 

http://www.orphansafrica.org


REMOTE REUNION BOOK SALE 

 Our Remote Reunion 

book sale for Outreach 

International (OI) netted $450 in 

two days! We had tons of books 

donated, and people shopped 

and donated generously! 

 These people helped get it 

all set up and ready for business: 

Jean Jones, Jerry Nash, Vivian 

Nash, MaryAnn Montoya, 

Laurie Hetherington, and Janelle 

Hetherington. There were many 

others of all ages who helped by 

carrying books, tables, bricks, 

and boards for making shelves, 

loading, unloading, etc. 

 Thank you, everyone, for 

your donations of books, 

shopping, and donating, and all 

of your support of Outreach 

International! You make a 

difference! 

 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION 

 Nellie Newberry and 

Matt & Sandi Schubert were 

presented with an OI Founder’s 

Certificate and OI Founder’s pin 

on September 10, 2017, during 

the 11 am worship at Eugene 

Congregation. They have been 

passionate supporters of 

Outreach International for more 

than 25 years, which is 

recognized at the Founder’s 

level. Thank you Nellie, Matt and Sandi for your 

long-time dedication to the mission of OI! 

SUBMITTED BY VIVIAN NASH, 2017 OR ADVISOR 



 Aptly named, Spectacular (SPEC) is always, 

just that! 

 This year we had 50 amazing campers and 21 

fantastic staff members from GPNW and Inland 

West Mission Centers, and joining us were camp-

ers from Vancouver, Brit-

ish Columbia and Kansas 

City, Missouri. We began 

in Independence, Missouri 

on July 17 with a three-

day retreat. We stayed in 

the Family Life Center, 

played sports, practiced 

songs, led the Daily Prayer 

for Peace at the Temple, 

played quiz bowl, and got 

to know each other. We toured the Temple and 

had a worship there, which included one of my 

favorite spiritual moments 

of the whole trip: outside 

in the candlelight, with a 

warm wind blowing over 

us on the labyrinth! Our 

beginning adventure 

would not be complete 

without a trip to Worlds 

of Fun and a fantastic Fri-

day night party, where 

hilarity ensued. You’d be 

amazed how far toilet paper will roll! We all feel 

extremely blessed that we had this time before 

SPEC started, to bond as a delegation. 

 Our Spectacular experience started on Satur-

day, July 20, with a famous stop at Super Target 

on the way to Graceland University. The next 

week was spent on the campus among approxi-

mately 1,000 other campers and staff, exploring 

the theme of Harmony. The week was spent shar-

ing dorm rooms and experiencing sports, quiz 

bowl, fantastic worships, art, theme classes, and 

talent shows. We also experienced communion, a 

laser show, and setting lanterns in the air! On 

Wednesday morning, our delegation women 

were serenaded by our men, and we loved it! 

 This year’s guest speakers/entertainers were 

very relevant, interesting, and entertaining: 

 David Brown—the director 

of the Harmony Project (look it 

up!) 

 Anthem Lights—musical 

group 

 Marcus Monroe—juggler/

comedian 

 Benjamin Mathes—Urban 

Confessional: A Free Listening 

Project (look this up too!) 

 Rachel Held Evans—New 

York Times best-selling author 

 Brittany Mangelson—our very own, who is a 

newer church member through 

Latter-day Seeker Ministry and 

Project Zion Podcast Cohost 

 The youth at SPEC are 

so accepting and supportive of 

each other. There is no better 

place to live in Harmony. As we 

closed the week on Saturday 

morning, we were challenged 

to be present and authentic.  

 The 2017 Northwest 

Delegation leadership team (Sean Langdon, Car-

la Nilsen, Kelly Mongrain, and Lynn Chapman) 

is very grateful for the outstanding staff that as-

sisted us. We appreciate their dedication and 

love for our youth. 

 Thank you to our mission center for your fi-

nancial support of SPEC. We could not do it 

without you.  

 Planning is underway for International Youth 

Forum (IYF) and SPEC, celebrating its 50th anni-

versary in 2018, and we can’t wait! (See flyer 

page 72.)  

SUBMITTED BY KELLY MONGRAIN, NW DELEGATION TEAM 



































EVENT DATES LOCATION 

Sr. High Youth Retreat @ Lewis River 11/17-19/2017 Lewis River Campground 

Woodland Park Christmas Dinner & Drama 11/26/2017 Shoreline Community Center 

GPNW Young Adult Christmas Day 12/9/2017 In Portland, Oregon 

Joyful Noise Sing-Along at Renton 12/10/2017 Renton Congregation 

GPNW Young Adult Winter Retreat 2/9-11/2018 Lewis River Campground 

Youth Ministries Summit 2/23-25/2018 Lewis River Campground 

Search for Meaning Festival 2/24/2018 Seattle University 

Nurturing Spirit Retreat @ Samish 3/2-3/2018 Samish Island Campground 

Orphans Africa Dinner and Auction 3/17/2018 Tacoma, Washington 

GPNW Staff Retreat 4/6-8/2018 Lewis River Campground 

Bold Moves Grants Application Deadline 4/15/2018 n/a 

Samish Island Arts Retreat 4/27-29/2018 Samish Island Campground 

Discipleship NOW Final Retreat 5/5/2018 Portland Congregation 

Pastors' Retreat 5/18-20/2018 Lewis River Campground 

GPNW Young Adult Spring Retreat 5/25-28/2018 Camp Remote 

NW Singles Spring Retreat 5/26-28/2018 Lewis River Campground 

Nurturing Silence Retreat @ Samish 6/1-3/2018 Samish Island Campground 

Adult Reunion @ Samish 6/9-14/2018 Samish Island Campground 

Caravan Trip 6/23-7/1/2018 Inland West Mission Center 

Family Reunion @ Lewis River 6/24-29/2018 Lewis River Campground 

NW Singles Reunion @ Samish 7/1-5/2018 Samish Island Campground 

Sr. High Camp @ Remote 7/7-14/2018 Camp Remote 

Family Reunion @ Samish 7/8-14/2018 Samish Island Campground 

Jr. High Boys Camp @ Hosmer Lake 7/8-13/2018 Hosmer Lake 

Jr. High Camp @ Remote 7/15-21/2018 Camp Remote 

NW IYF & SPEC Delegation Trip 7/17-28/2018 Independence, MO & Lamoni, IA 

Jr. High Girls Camp @ Lewis River 7/22-27/2018 Lewis River Campground 

Camp Kluane @ Samish 7/22-28/2018 Samish Island Campground 

Camp Chimacum @ Samish 7/29-8/4/2018 Samish Island Campground 

Camp Zarahemla @ Lewis River 7/31-8/4/2018 Lewis River Campground 

Kids Camp @ Remote 7/29-8/1/2018 Camp Remote 

Family Reunion @ Remote 8/4-10/2018 Camp Remote 

Camp Kimtah @ Samish 8/5-11/2018 Samish Island Campground 

Camp Mungai @ Samish 8/12-16/2018 Samish Island Campground 

Melchisedec Retreat 9/14-16/2018 TBD 

NW Singles Fall Retreat 10/5-7/2018 Samish Island Campground 

Bold Moves Grants Application Deadline 10/15/2018 n/a 

Mission Center Conference 2018 11/3-4/2018 Portland Congregation 



9-9:30 am 
Registration—Check in; pick-up materials, lunch tickets and 
pastors’ gifts; visit fundraisers/informational tables; fellowship 

9:30-9:45 am Gathering Hymns 

9:45-10:30 am Opening Worship Service: A Divine Vision is Before Us 

10:45-12 pm Delegate Orientation: Living the Spirit of Zion 

12-2 pm 
Lunch—Enjoy a catered lunch on site (pre-purchase of lunch 
tickets required); lunch meetings 

2-5:30 pm Business Meeting: Awaken to Holy Opportunities 

5:30 pm Meeting Adjourns 

5:30-9 pm Youth & Young Adult Event 

7:30-9:15 am Pastors’ Breakfast—The Grotto: God Calls 

10-10:45 am Ordination Worship Service: Enriching Our Spiritual Community 

11-12:30 pm Communion Worship Service: Boldly Follow 

12:30 pm Conference Adjourns 

NOTICE  

The Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center photographs and videotapes portions of our Conferences to 

enhance the effectiveness of our communication both to our current members and as an outreach tool in commu-

nities our Mission Center serves. We may use this technology in a variety of ways that may include the prepara-

tion and distribution of DVDs, as well as posting all or portions of our events on our website. We are providing 

this notice so that you are aware of this activity. Participation in our events presumes your permission for us to 

use your image in future communications. If you have questions, comments or concerns please feel free to contact 

the Mission Center President or Financial Officer.  


